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Passage A

Worksheet

. What is the text about? Circle the best answer.

A) The history of ranches.

B) The adventurous life of the American cowboy.
C) Cowboys and their ranch life.

D) Ranches and their heroes — cowboys.

Answer: D

. The cowboy’s life in the past was different from what the Americans have thought it
to be like. Write a T if it is a fact and an F if it is imagination.

1) The cowboy’s life was romantic. (P
2) The cowboy’s job was heavy. M
3) Ranch life was hard. ¢y
4) Cowboys were adventurous before. (3]

5) Cowboys had to be good gunmen before. ¢y)

. Fill up the following box to show the changes in the cowboy’s life.

Life in the past Modem life
1. Cattle-driving was a long hard job. 1. Cowboys do not have to drive the
cattle a long way.
2. There was danger from cattle thieves. | 2. Cowboys no longer have to
7 struggle with thieves.
3. Cowboys had to be skillful and strong.{ 3. Cowboys must often be tech-
nicians themselves.
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4. Complete the following sentences by giving the causes / purposes.
1) Ranching is important because ranchers raise cattle for the meat that people cat.
2) Most ranches are located in flat open country because there is plenty of grass

fo attle to fi
3) The cowboy is regarded as a national hero by the American people because they
think that he is brave and strong, unafraid to le with wi i
cattle thieves.
4) In the past driving the cattle was a long hard job because
i. the cattle 0 iven n
railroad station;
ii. there was danger from cattle thieves on the way.
5) The cowboys wore wide-brimmed hats because they had to protect themselves
fr sun u e rain.

5. Complete the following statements.
1) People began to raise cattle at the beginning of civilized life.
2) Cowboys began to appear in Texas (place) about 1836 (time).

The Detalled Study of the Passage

1 the Wild West: the formerly scarcely inhabited western part of the United States,
which covers such states as California, New Mexico and Texas. It is also called “the
American West” or simply “‘the West”.

2 Many children dream of ... lives: Many children have hopes to become cowboys or
cowgirls and to live lives full of adventures.

dream of: to have hopes for (something or doing something)
e.g. Many people dream of living on an island in the South Seas.

I’ve long dreamed of paying a visit to China.

cowboy: This word is formed by cow and boy, meaning “a man usually working
on horseback to look after cattle, especially in the U.S.A. and Canada.
Students are supposed to know the meaning of the word by its word-
formation.

cowgirl: a girl who dresses in the style of a cowboy and who may also work
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