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This monograph was accomplished by the author between -
vears of 1961-63 when he was appointed by the National
Council on Science Development as National Research
Professor. For this appointment and associated academic
grants the author is deeply indebted to the Council.
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FOREWORD

During her ethnological survey of the Ami Tribe at Vata-an Village of
Hualien Hsien in east Taiwan in .the summer of 1958, my daughter, Mary
Ling, found out that many of the aged aborigines of Vata-an had seen the
bark cloth during their early days and some of them could still. describe
cIearIy its manufacturmg processes from their remembrance. However, she
made only a general mqulry then about this subject. Being advised of this
upon her return, I told her that it was an important discovery of the bark
cloth culture which has now disappeared, and that some reConsfructibn work
‘should be done about it as soon as possible while these aged abo'rigi,nes-.were
still alive. Asa coﬁseqﬁené’e,_ she made two more trips to the Vata-an Village
 during the summer and winter vacations of 1959, chiefly to carry out further.
investigation and possible reconstruction work of this ancient culture. In
view of the considerable valuable materials and informations she collected
from these trips with regard to the raw materials and manufacturing skills
and processes of the ancient bark cloth, I then encouraged her to first
arrange these materials and then, based on these materials, make a compara-
‘tive study of the various features of the bark cloth culture of the circum-
Pacific areas and publish the results of this particular study in a paper.
China is, of course, included in the circum-Pacific area. Originally she had
gathered some of the data and records in connection with the bark cloth of
ancient China which are scattered in numberless old documents and books.
Nevertheless, it later became quite difficult and time-consuming for her to
. continue her search for more of such materials. As a result, I decided to
- write a paper on the bark cloth culture of ancient China myself in order to
supplement the portion of China which was lacking in her paper. For the -
development of this paper, I conducted a thorough study, based upon the
materials made available by her and the other data I later collected myself.
During my study, I discovered that the invention of the art of paper-makiﬁg ‘
by Tsai Lun in the Later Han Dynasty (25—220) was a result of the
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influence of the bark cloth culture, and accordingly, I changed the title of
this paper to “Bark Cloth 'Culture.and the Invention of Paper-Making in
Ancient China”. As a matter of fact, the bark cloth paper of old times, also
called the heti-paper, continued to be in production long after the appearance
in the 2nd century (105 A.D.) of the “True Paper” which was made with
plant fibres and was also known as the “paper of Marquls Tsal” because
Tsai Lun invented it. The following are named for further exampie: The
ku pu paper recorded in Lu Chi's (261-308) Shih shu of the 3rd century;
and the cloth paper mentioned in Yu Yu of early Eastern Chin’s Memorial
of the 4th century, both were bark cloth paper. Although the true paper
was cheap, light and thin, it was fraglle, unable to resist dampness and
therefore not so durable as the coarse and thick ku pu paper. For this
reason, the paper currency, also known as chu pi or chu chao, in circulation
in ancient China from the remote times until the Tang, Sung, Kin and Yuan
Dynasties, had been made either directly with bark cloth paper or at least
the ancient beating process of bark cloth manufacture was adopted in making
the paper for such currency. Likewise, 1 believe the paper which had been
used to make armors, clothes, screens, etc. down from the Tang and Sung
eras, and the Chin Shu paper which had been used for making copies of
Buddhist Classics during the early Northern Sung period, were not the s0
called “true paper”, but varieties of bark cloth paper. Recently, I have
completed some research work in this area based upon the records and
documents which were made available to me. And for the benefit of those

who have interest in this same area, I have published the results of my
research under three separate titles, namely, “Relationship between the Making

of Chu Chao (paper money) down from Sung and Yuan Dynasties and the
Bark Cloth Paper”, “Study of the Paper Armors, Paper Clothes and Paper
Screens from the Tang and Sung Dynasties”, and “Study of the Chin Shu
Paper of Early Northern Sung Period”. Fortunately, specimens of the paper
currencies of Hsia, Kin and Yuan periods as well as samples of the Chin
‘Shu paper of Northern Sung are still in  existence. And it is hoped that
some expert paper-manufacturers can determine the truth by caretul exami-
nation of these existing specimens.
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In my study of the decorated bark cloth, I found out that except by
hand painting, most of the designs and patterns were printed on the bark
cloth in the following five different methods: Stencil designs; tablet
designs; carved board; small stamp; and wooden cylinders. It may be
said that such bark cloth with prmted designs was the forerunner of the
printed cloth of later ages. It.is my opinion that wood-block printing of
pictures had appeared earlier than the printing of characters in ancient
China; essentially, the former was concerned with the printing of figures or
designs, while the latter with the printing of words, but there was little
difference between them so far as the basic printing skills were concerned.
Since the invention of printing was related to the printed cloth, it is more
prot)er that its origin should be traced to the decorated bark cloth and my
article titled “Design-Printing on Bark Cloth and the Invention of the Art
of Printing” was written from this point of view. Further, my paper, “De-
signs and Inscriptions on Impressed Pottery and the Invention of Printing”
presents my study of the culture of impressed pottery which had co-existed
with the printed bark cloth ever since the Neolithic era. And they may be
called Sister Cultures because they had much in common with respect to their
manufacturing processes and tools as well as the designs or patterns adopted.
Thus both may be regarded as the herald of the invention of the art of
printing.

Subsequent to Mary’s discussion in her paper of the stone bark cloth
beaters found in Taiwan, I discovered more such stone beaters and made a-
comparative study, by type, of the beaters of Taiwan, South China, Southeast
Asia and Central America. The result of this study was published:- in my
paper, “Stone Bark Cloth Beaters of South China, Southeast Asia and Central
‘America”. During the 3 year period from 1961 to 1963, I had completed 7
papers with regard to the ancient bark cloth culture, impressed pottery
and the inventions of paper-making and of block printing, etc. All of which
have attracted the attention of scholars at home and abrodd, and requests
for reprints have been received frequently. In veiw of this and for the
sincere purpose of eliciting valuable comments from scholars who are alsg




interested in this field, this special volume, containing seveam of my recent
articles and Mary’s “Bark Cloth Cultures of Taiwan and the carcam-Pacific
Areas” is published.

Finally, I wish to express my deepest appreciation to Mr. Yen, Po-ying
for his translation of each of the English abridgements. I am also grateful
to Mr. Chen, Yu-chieh for the assistance he has provided in search of
background information, arrangement of necessary materials as well as the
final preparation of the manuscript for publication.

Shun-sheng Ling
October, 1963
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