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PREFACE

The year 1979 has been given the name of the International
Year of the Child. To mark this auspicious year which was
inaugurated by the United Nations, Shing Lee Book Store and
Heinemann Educational Books (Asia) Limited have jointly
published a collection of folktales from the ASEAN countries,
for students in upper primary and lower secondary classes.

Entitled “ASEAN READERS” , the collection, presented
in a series of five books, includes stories from Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand. It provides
worthwhile reading as not only does it introduce the student to
the rich and varied ASEAN traditions and cultures, but the
tales also enable the essence of ASEAN’s traditional values to
permeate the reader’s consciousness.

“ASEAN READERS” is a varied and well-chosen collection
of both educational as well as inspiring stories. For instance,
The Boy and the Pearl describes the twin virtues of kindness
and helpfulness; The Ship of Rock reminds us to show filial
piety to our parents; The First Monkeys teaches that a feeling
of pity and tenderness for others should always be cherished;
White Onion and Red Onion indicates clearly that it does not
pay to be evil; and The Glass Diamond warns that greediness
will eventually bring about greater losses. By letting the indivi-
dual characters in these tales voice most of the ‘advice’, the
student will find it much easier to absorb and retain the
percepts they embody.

To help encourage bilingualism among the young, “ASEAN
READERS?” is therefore published as a bilingual edition. The
Chinese stories, for example, may be translations of the English
ones, but in every translation painstaking efforts have been
made to ensure accuracy. The language has been kept simple
and straightforward. Furthermore, difficult words are printed
in both languages to facilitate the student’s grasp of the stories
and, simultaneously enlarge his vocabulary.
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To further stimulate the student’s interest, as well as to chal-
lenge his understanding, a short exercise is included at the end

of each story.

“ASEAN READERS” has within each story all the exotic
colours of the individual ASEAN countries which they repre-
sent. It is the book for every student, a start to the knowing of

our neighbours.
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1 THE MAN AND THE CROCODILE
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A man was hurrying alonf a river bank. “Help, help! Please
have pity on me.” He looked all around him. Then he
stared. It was a crocodile. There were tears streaming down
its cheeks. It could not move because a tree had fallen on
top of it and pinned its tail to the ground.

The man said, “Look, Mr. Crocodile, if I release you,
will you eat me up?”

“No, no. How could I be so ungrateful?” said the
crocodile.

The man pulled the tree off the crocodile’s tail. The
crocodile quickly twisted round and seized the man by the
leg. '

g“Wait!” the man cried, very frightened. “Let’s ask my
friend, Mr. Mouse-deer, whether this is the right way for
you to repay my kindness.”

When the mouse-deer arrived he pretended that he did
not believe the story that the man told him.

“I can’t believe that you would be so good to Mr.
Crocodile,” he said. “Probably you were trying to harm
him and he caught hold of you. Er ... er, Mr. Crocodile,
would you please show me where you were lying when the
man came along?”

“Why, certainly,” said the crocodile. “I was here.”

As he let go of the man, the mouse-deer shouted to the
man to drop a log on the crocodile. The crocodile could
not move.

The man bowed low and thanked the clever mouse-deer.

“Ah,” said the mouse-deer, “don’t try to be too kind.
It’s man’s nature to be ungrateful.”

He called out to an old sleeping-mat that was floating in
midstream. “Hai there, old mat, what’s the reward for
those who do kind acts?”
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“Mr. Mouse-deer,” answered the mat, *‘just look at me.

Once I was bright and new. Now that I am old you can see
what has happened to me.”

And then an empty cooking pot floated past. The

mouse-deer asked it the same question and received the
same reply.

EXERCISE 1
A. 1. Why did the crocodile want the man to help him?
2. What did the mouse-deer say to the crocodile?
3. How did the mouse-deer help the man?
4. What answer did the mouse-deer receive from the empty

cooking pot?

Write a word with an opposite meaning in each space.

1. bottom........cccucen.... 3. quickly ...ooeeeneenen.
2. ungrateful............... LT T 1) 1 R

Put the correct pronoun in each blank.

The crocodile could not move because a tree had fallen on top

2] S tail. “Can you help: -...ccocccecmsvisses 7 the
crocodile asked. “Yes, ......ccccceicrcnniens can,” said the man,
“but will .....coveeeieaeennes bite me?”
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hurrying 4 k- seized #{

pity W repay A&

streaming ¥ pretended fix3&

release % harm {75

ungrateful = J& f; X reward {2

twisted 37 $
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2 THE GOLDEN CHAIN

Many years ago, there was a fisherman in Malaysia whose
name was Mahmud. He was a kind man but he dreamed of
nothing else but how to get rich. He was not really
interested in catching fish. He had heard tales from his
father and grandfather of treasure ships being sunk off the
coast of Malaysia. So he visited all these places in the hope
of being able to fish up some treasure from the bottom of
the sea.

One day, while he was dozing in the hot sun, he felt
something tugging at his fishing Fine. He pulled it in to see
what he had caught. It was such hard work that he
wondered what it was. As his fishing line came out of the
water, he was surprised to see that he had caught a heavy
golden chain.

He leaned over the side of the ship to pull in the chain.
“It must be worth thousands of dollars,” he thought. “I
shall be able to buy a big house with padi fields around it.”

The chain seemed to be endless. The more he pulled, the
more there was. “I can buy some jewellery for my wife,”
he thought. “There will be no need for me to work any
more. | can hire men to work for me.” The chain filled his
boat. He did not notice that it was so heavy that his boat
was beginning to sink. “I can buy a rubber estate and a
coconut plantation —a herd of buffaloes. My wife can have
a chicken farm too. I can open a bank account. I — I —
Ugh!” The water closed over his head. He tried to swim up
through the water but his legs were trapped in the golden
chain.
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That was the last that was ever seen of him.

His wife, children and friends were very sad when he did
not return home that evening. His wife said, “He was a
good man but it was a pity that he was so greedy. The old

saying is quite right — ‘Greed leads a man to his
destruction just as a camel is led by its driver.” ”

EXERCISE 2

A. 1. Where did the fisherman find the chain?
2. What was the chain made of?
3. What did the fisherman do with it?
4. What did his wife say when he did not return home?

B. Complete the word on the right. The first letter is already

put in.

Example: A person who treats sick people. doctor

1. A man who catches fish. f ianorsnesezsansevecsss
2. A man who sells jewellery. | e
3. Mother, father and children or relatives. f........cc.cccouveneeen.
4. A man serving in the navy. Sicesssasasnnisnssssavass

C. Turn the following statements into questions.
Example: He was a kind man.
Was he a kind man?

1. He was sleeping in the hot sun.

e e e PO T T Y T PO T T T T e T e
2. It was hard work.

D, cncineeanssansesmeamasemasn s amenRassessseaa e aema e nnee s van e dHnsess sHSATETESS
3. Ican buy some jewellery for my wife.

8 U S O VU U
4. He did not return home.
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