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TESTING SKILLS FOR
COLLEGE ENGLISH
— Band Four —

Part 1 Listening Comprehension

The listening comprehension part for Band 4 is usually in two
sections-conversations and passages. It typically lasts about 20
minutes, contains 20 questions and makes up 20 per cent of the to-
tal score.

In order to get higher marks on listening, it is necessary to
have a good “ear for” English, which can only be obtained with a
great deal of practice. However, listening techniques can be very
helpful to you.

Below are some suggested listening techniques:

I . Psychological preparation
You don’ t have to understand every word and every phrase.
The most important thing is to try to grasp the main idea. If
you are not sure of the correct answer to a question, you
shouldn’ t be disconcerted, but do what guess work you can

and go on to the next question.

I . Skim the four choices before listening and imagine what kind

1



of question will be asked. (Who? why? How? When? etc. )
Example 1; When you read:A) By bus.
B) By plane.
C) By car.
D) By train.
You know that the question is about the form of transportation
and you will be asked about"“ How?”
Example 2. When you read: A) She agreed.
' B) She disagreed.
C) She was impatient.
D) She was worried.
You may imagine that the question will be about a woman’ s

response.

- If you see that the answers to a question are figures, write
down each figure as it is read.
Example I
You will read; A) $500  B) § 550
C) $ 450 D) $50
You will hear.
W .They wanted you to pay $ 500 for such an old car. Oh,
my|
M:Yes. But finally they agreed to knock 10% off the price.
Q: How much did the man pay for the car?
While listening to the conversation write down the figures:
$ 500,and 10% (knocked off). Then make a simple calcula-



tion ;
$500 — §50 = §450
Therefore, you should choose answer (C).
Example 2
You will read:A) § 2. 00 each.
B) § 3. 00 esch.
C) $10. 00 each.
D) §$ 4. 00 each.
You will hear.
M . Prices are really going up. I had to pay three dollars for a
shirt yesterday, and I used to pay only two.
W . I know what you mean. My sweaters cost me over ten
now.
Q. How much do shirts cost now?
While listening write down the following .
shirt — $ 3 (now)
$ 2 (before)
sweater — $ 10
Since you are asked the price of shirts now, choice (B) is the

correct answer.

. Try to think of alternative ways of expressing the meaning of
the words.’
Example 1
You will read:A) She ordered a painting for the house.
B) She hired someone to paint the house.



C) She built the house.

D) She hid in the house.
You will hear:M: Your house looks nice.

W . I had it painted.

Q: What does the woman do?
In the conversation the woman’s statement “I had it painted”
is the same as “she hired someone to paint the house”, so

choice (B) is the correct answer.

Example 2
You will resd:A) She is seldom happy.

B) She likes her new job.

C) She hardly likes her new job.

D) She doesn’ t like her new job.
You will hear . W ;Is Millie happy in her new job?

M. I have seldom seen her happier.

Q: What does the man’s reply mean?
Here, in the man’ s statement “I have seldom seen her
happier” the structure “The negative 4 the comparison” is
used to show a positive meaning, so choice (B) is the correet
answer.
According to the above examples, it is important to learn ex-
pressions, idioms, and grammatical strucrures_which are com-

mon in English speech.

V . Locate key words which usually lead to correct answers.
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Example .
You will read:A) Student — Teacher

B) Client — Lawyer

C) Waitress — Customer

D) Patient — Doctor
You will hear;
W 1" d appreciate your personal opinion. Do you think I should

sue the company?

M. Not really. I think that we can settle this out of court.
Q: What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?
The key word here is “court” , which will easily remind people of
“Mawyer” ,so choice (B) is most likely to be the correct answer. It
matters little whether or not you know the words ‘sue’ and

‘client’ .

VI. Pay attention to the word “but”. Very often the words after
“but” are what you are asked.
Example ;
You will read:A) The day after tomorrow.
B) Tomorrow.
C) Next week.
D) Today.
You will hear.
W . Have you heard if Mr Thompson is coming back tomor-
row?
M .He was supposed to arrive next \;veek , but he’ s coming the

5



day after tomorrow.
Q: When will Mr Thompson arrive?
There are three expressions of time in this conversation. A-
mong them the words after but “he’s coming the day after to-
morrow” is the answer to the question. Therefore, you should

choose answer (A).

VI. Pay attention to sound-linking, weak sounds, and contracted
forms. For example, ‘“called off” is pronounced as “ko;I-
dof” , “for a cab” is pronounced as “fo-ro-ka&b” ; “mas-tav” is
the weak sound of “must have” ; “he’ d rather” is the contract-

ed form of “he would rather”.

VH. All the techniques above are applicable to listening passages.
For listening passages, try to understand the main idea. Sinee
they are much longer than convsations, it may help to take

some notes in shorthand.

Example ; You will read

A) The United States is huge.

B) Public transportation is not so good.

C) Americans like to be independent.

D) Americ‘:ms like to move.

You will hear.

Cars are an important part of life in the United States. With-
out a car most people feel that they are poor. And even if a person
6



is poor he doesn’ t really feel poor when he has a car.

There are three main reasons the car became so popular in the
United States. First of all, the country is a huge one and Ameri-
cans like to move around in it. The car provides the most comfort-
able and cheapest form of transportation. With a car people can go
any mplace without spending a lot of money.

The second reason cars are popular is the fact that the United
States never really developed an efficient and inexpensive form of
transportation. Long-distance trains have never been as common in
the United States as they are in other parts of the world. Nowa-
days there is a good system of air-service provided by planes. But
it is too expensive to be used frequently.

The third reason is the most important one, though. The
American spirit of independence is what really made cars popular.
Americans don’ t like to wait for a bus, or a train or even a plane.
They don’ t like to have to follow an exact schedule. A car gives
them the freedom that Americans want most to have.

Here, the speaker gives us three reasons the car became so popular
in the United States. While listening pvrite down each reason in
shorthand as follows.

1. h. (stands for huge)

2. p. t. is p. (the public transportation is poor. )

3. ind. (independence)—the most important _

Now, when hear the question “What is the most impor-
tant reason cars became popular in the United States?”,

you can immediately give the correct answer (C).



