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Unit 1
TEXT A

NEVER
H. E.$’1J S ‘/:*;AUQ
(1) It was afternoon: great cloyds stumbled across the sky. In the drowsy, half-

. ) M0 . .
dark room the young girl sat in a heap near the window, scal‘ﬁely moving herself, as if she
]

expected a certain timed happening, such as a visit, sunset, a com and. Slowly she
would draw the fingers of one hand across the back of the gther, in the little :‘o/llows be-
tween the guides, and move her lips in the same iaif}‘f exed way in which her brows came
together. And like this too, her eyes would shift about, from the near, shadowed fields,
to the west hills, where the sun had dropped a strip ofﬂg%t:, d to the woods between,
looking like black scars one minute, and like friendly sanct r/ii: the next. It was all con-
fused. Tﬁff was the room, too. The white keys of the piano would now and then exer-
cise a fascination over her which would keep her whole body perfectly \St\l,u{foi ggrhaps a
minute. But when this passed, full of hiséﬁti_?n}.(_ her fingers would recommeLJe the slow
exploration of her hands, and the restlessness took her again.

(2) It was all confused. She was going away: already she had said a hundred times
during the afternoon — ”1 am going away, I am going away. I can’t stand it any
longer. ” But she had made no attempt to go. In this same position, hour after hour had

passed her and all she could think was: ” Today I’ m going away. I’m tired here. I never

do anything. It’s dead, rotten.” : %
(3) She ‘%, %}hought it all without the slightest trace of exultation and was some-
N .
times ever odical when she began to consider: ” What shall I take? The blue dress

with the rosette? Yes. What else? What else?” And then it would all begin again.:” Today
I’m going away. I never do anything. ”

(4) Tt was true: she never did anything. In the mornings she got up late, was slow
over her breakfast, over everything — her reading, her mending, her eating, her plé;(gjng
the piano, cards in the evening, going to bed. It was all slow — purposely done, to fill up
the day. And it was true, day succeeded day, and she never did anything different.

(5) But today something was about to happen: no more c,ggitn the evening, every

d‘ece t hand, I thought the

vening t me, with her father declaring: "1 never have a
Vﬁica of trumps had gone! It’s too bad!!” and no more: "Nellie, it’s ten o’clock — Bed!”
1




and the slow unimz;ginative climb of the stairs. Today she was going away: no one knew,
but it was so. She was catching the evening train to London.

"’m gsin ;gtvawgﬁl%tﬁihall 1 take? The blue dr{f\a $ .VrV"éh the rosette? What else?”

(6) She crept_upst !/gps with difficulty, her body stiff after sitting. The years she
must have sat, fig%déaw\fgly speaking, and grown stiff| And as if in order to sgcurfiE some
violen}g ction against it all she threw herself into the packing of her things with a ner-
vouspvigour, throwing in the blue dress first and after it a score of things she had just re-
membered. She fastened her bag: it was not heavy. She counted her money a dozen

L4

times. It was all right) It was all right. She was going away|
J
7) Sh d
i ‘ﬁ%‘ idm

. d into the now ‘ia,fbjgom for the last time. In the dining-room
someone was rattling tea-cups, an unbearable, horribly domestic sound! She wasn’t hun-
gry: she would be in London by eight — eating now meant making her sick. It was easy
to wait. The train went at 6. 18. She looked it up again: ”Elden 6. 13, Olde 6. 18, Lon-
don 7.53.”

(8) She began to play a waltz. It was a slow, dr%\a% ?Jt;l“me, tatu:’:l : %gmy, ta-tum,
tum, ta-tum, tum, of which the notes SE% ed out in mournful, sentimental succession.“ e

1y see the keys, and into the tune itself kept in-

The room was quite dark, she could s()cﬂ:rce
sinuating: ”"Elden 6. 13, Olde 6. 18,” impossible to mistake or forget. -
= A §) As she played on she thought: ”I’ll never play this X)gad&z«?/gain. It has the atmo-
sphere of this ,ﬁ?ﬁ‘-‘; It’s the last time!” The waltz slid drerrimily to an end: for a minute
she sat in(:ﬁher silep}g 3 the room dark and mysterious, the air of the waltz quite dead,
then the tea—cupsvr;ttled again and the thought came back to her: "1’ m going away”

(10) She rose and went out quietly. The grass on the roadside moved under the
evening wind, sounding like many pairs of hands rubbed softly together. But there was
no other sound, her feet were light, no one heard her, and as she went down the road she
told herself: ”It’s going to happen| It’s come at last}”

(11) "Elden 6. 13. Olde 6. 18."

Should she go to Elden or Olde? At the crossroads she stood to consider, thinking
that if she went \LEldgn 16 one would know her. But at Olde someone would doubtless
notice her and pl\'i_lﬁ about it. To"E&g. then, not that it mattered. Nothing mattered
now. She was going, was as good as gone!

(12) Her breast, trem\-}l’lgu /IK;? warm, began to rise and fall as her excitement in-
creased. She tried to run over the things in her bag and could remember only ”the blue
dress with the rosette” , which she had thrown in first and had since covered over. But it
didn’ t matter. Her money was safe, everything was safe, and with that thought she
dropped into a strgr}g_(,e quietness, deepening as she went on, in which she had a hundred

“\w e . .
emotions and con\'ictions. She was never going to strum that waltz again, she had played

2



cards for the last, horrible time, the loneliness, the slowness, the opp(rJ\es}:/ion were ended ,
all ended.

"1’m going away!” L\

‘%’X"“(ls) She felt warm, her body tir@ﬁith a light delicious thril%. %t was like the ca-

ress of a soft night-wind. There were no fears now. A certain indignation, approaching

3&“‘.‘.’{“'"), even, sprang up instead, as she thought: ”No one will believe I’ ve gone. But it’s
true — I’m going at last. ”

(14) Her bag grew heavy. Setting it down in the grass she sat on it for a brief
while, in something like her attitude in the dark room during the afternoon, and indeed
actually began to rub her gloved fingers over the backs of her hands. A phrase or two of
the waltz came back to her.... That silly pia%o! Its bottom G was flat, had always been
flat] How ridiculous. She tried to conjl}zéfp")sbme sort of vision of London, but it was
difficult and in the end she gave way again to the old cry: ”I’m going away.” And she
was pleased more than ever deeply. . 7

(15) On the station a single lamp burned, radiating fitful yellowness that only in-
creased the gloom. And worse, she saw no ope and in the cold emptiness traced and re-
traced her footsteps without the friendly a/slsaéztée of another sound. In the black distance
all the signals showed hard circles of red, looking as if they could never change. But she
nevertheless told herself over and over again: ”I’m going away — I’ m going away.” And
later: ”I hate everyone. I’ ve changed until I hardly know myself. ”

(16) Impatiently she looked for the train. It was strange. For the first time it oc-
curred to her to know the time and she pulled back the sleeve of her c%?g Nearly six-
thirty! She felt cold. Up the line every signal displayed its red ring, r\;locﬁing her. ”Six-

thirty, of course, of course.” She tried to be careless. ”Of course, it’s late, the train is
late,” but the coldness, in reality her fear, increased rapidly, until she could no longer
believe those words. ...

(17) Great clouds, lower and more than ever depressing, floated above her head as
she walked back. The wind had a deep note that wa aéi too. These thin%S« ad not trou-
bled her before, now they, also, spoke failure and f:ﬁ:\tgld misery and dejection. She had
no spirit, it was cold, and she was too tired even to shudder.

(18) In the absolutely dark, drowsy room she sat down, telling herself: ” This isn’t
the only day. Some day I shall go. Some day.”

(19) She was silent. In the next room they were playing cards and her father sud-
denly moaned: "1 thought the ace had gone.” Somebody laughed. Her father’s voice
came again: "I never have a decent hand! I never have a decent hand! Never!”

(20) It was too horrible] She couldn’t stand it! She must do something to stop it! It
was téo much. She began to play the waltz again and the dreamy, sentimental ar%%x\‘?
3



ment made her cry.

(21) "This isn’ t the only day,” she reassured herself. ”I shall go. Some day!”

(22) And again and again as she played the waltz, bent her head and cried, she

would tell herself that same thing:
"Some day! Some day!”

NOTES

1. In the drowsy, half-dark room the young girl sat in a heap near the window,. .
— sat in a heap: sat in a hlu ling way or (she) huddled herself up

2. ... as if she expected a certain'it’irmed happening, such as a visit, sunset, a com-
mand. — a certain timed happening: something happened on schedule

3. ... her eyes would shift about, from the near, shadowed f}elds, to the west
hills, where the sun had dropped a strip of light, and to the woods between, ...
— "Between” here is used as an adverb.

4. ... looking like black scars one minute, ... — black scars: hills which were

scarred and looked terrible

5. She tried to run over the things in her bag and ... —r”fy‘n’h@h§th. : checi;‘qth.

6. The wind had a deep note that was sad too. — note: a continuous sound
————

EXERCISES

I . Questions on the text:

1.
2.

i e B L L o

10.
11.
12.
13.

Who was the young girl sitting in a heap near the window?
What mood was she in at that time?

What was she going to do?

Why was she going away?

What did she usually do in the mornings and in the evenings?
Why was she slow over everything?

What did she do on that particular évening?

Did anyone in her family know that she was going away?
Where was she going?

How did she pack her things?

What did she do after packing and before going away?
What did she think as she played on?

How did she feel at the crossroads?



14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

What did she see at the station?

Why did she walk back home instead of going away?

What did the clouds and wind mean to her now?

What were the other members in the family doing in the next room when she got
home?

What did she tell herself while she was playing the waltz?

I. Paraphrase:

1.

It was all confused. There was the room, too. The keys of the piano would now
and then exercise 2 fascination over her which would keep her whole body perfect-
ly still for perhaps a minute.

It was all slow-purposely done, to fill up the day.

3. She was going, was as good as gone!

4. She tried to conjure up some sort of vision of London, but it was diffcult and in

the end she gave way again to the old cry: ”I’m going away. ”

And worse, she saw no one and in the cold emptiness traced and retraced her
footsteps without the friendly assurance of another sound.

These things had not troubled her before, now they,also, spoke failure and fore-

told misery and dejection.

I. Explain how the meaning of the following sentences is affected when the italicized

words are replaced with the words in brackets. Pay attention to the shades of mean-

ing
1.

of the words.

But when this passed, full of hesitation, her fingers would recommence the slow
exploration of her hands, and the restlessness took her again. (start)

She said, or thought it all without the slightest trace of exuwltation... (excite-
ment)

I never have a decent hand, 1 thought the ace of trumps had gone!

(satisfactory)

4. She descended into the now dark room for the last time. (came down)

5. But at Olde someone would doubtless notice her and prattle about it. (talk)

6. She tried to run over the things in her bag and could remember only ” the blue

dress with the rosette” , which she had thrown in first and had since coyered

over. (check)

She felt warm, her body tingled with a light delicious thrill that was like the ca-

ress of a soft night-wind. (fondle)

On the station a single lamp burned, radiating a fitful yellowness that only in-
5



creased the gloom. (yellow light)
9. She was never going to strum that waltz again, ... (play)
10. In the black distance all the signals showed hard circles of red, looking as if they
could never change. (bright)
. 3% A2
. Figure of speech: repetition
Repetition is a figure of speech that is saying th@ again for the purpose of
emphasis — though perhaps with a difference, e. g. “I never have a decent hand| I never
have a decent hand! Never|” ”Some day] Some day!”

There are dozens of forms of repetition. The more frequent are listed below .

1. Ploce: repetition of the same word in a different sense. (RXEH)
2. Gemination: an immediate repetition of the same emphatic word; ”a doubling”.
(R XEE)

3. Anaphora (or Epanaphora) : repetition of a word at the beginning of successive
clauses. (AEREE)

4. Conversion (or Epiphora) : repetition of a word at the end of successive clauses.
(MR EE)

5. Symploce: use of the same words at the beginning and at the end of successive
clauses. (MEaRAELE)

6. Anadiplosis: use of the same word at the end of one clause and at the beginning
of another. (—HRAER—HEER)

7. Epidiplosis: use of the same word at the beginning and at the end of a sentence.
(AERAER—"RBERE)

8. Regression (or Epanodos) : the repetition of a word or words in an inverted or-

der. (I3 EH)

9. Paregmenon: the use of several words of similar origin close together.
(RABED)
10. Echo: repetition of sound, as if reflected from its source. (FAIEEE)

Recognize the specific form of repetition in each sentence or each group of sentences,
then put each into Chinese.
1. The bells| The bells! ( )
2. Government of the people, by the people, for the people. ( )
3. Oliver Cromwell, who astonished mankind by his intelligence, did not derive it

from spies in the cabinet of every prince in Europe; he drew it from the cabinet

of his sagacious mind. ( )
4. Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of the world?
( )



5. Still he thought for fame — fame, that last infirmity of a noble mind.
6. Spring clothes the trees; Spring leads back the birds to the trees.
7. Woe to them who call evil good and good evil.

8. Justice took no note of Joe; and he paid the same tribute to Justice.

T B o W o T o Y . 1
N NS N N N\

9. He believes the best defence is to be offensive.
10. Still the wood is dim and lonely ;
Still the flashing fountains play;
But the past and all its beauty,
Whither has it fled away?
Hark| the mournful echoes say —
Fled away| ( )

V. Put in the missing words:
Some boys taught me to ___ football. This was fine ___ . You thought up a
new strategy for ___ play and whispered it to the ___ . You went out for a pass,
everyone. Best, you got to throw yourself mightily  someone’s running
legs. Either you brought him down ____ you hit the ground flat out on your chin, with
your arms empty __ you. It was all or nothing. if you hesitated fear, you
would miss and get hurt: you would take a hard ___ while the kid got away, or you
would get kicked _ the face while the kid got away. But if you flung yourself whole-
heartedly at the __ of his knees — if you gathered and joined body and __ and
pointed them diving fearlessly — then you likely wouldn’t get hurt, and you’d stop the

. Your fate, and your team’s score, depended on your concentration and

Nothing girls did could compare it

Boys welcomed me at baseball, too, __ I had, through enthusiastic practice,
what was weirdly known as a boy’s arm. In winter, __ the snow, there was neither
baseball nor football, so the boys and I threw __ at passing cars. I got in trouble

snowballs, and have seldom been happier since.

VI. Proofreading and error correction:

The following passage contains 17 errors. Each line contains a maximum of one er-
ror, and three are free from error. You should proofread the passage and correct it in the
following way : .

For a wrong word, underline the wrong word and write the correct one

' in the blank provided at the end of the line.
For a missing word, mark the position of the missing word with a ” A” sign
and write the word you believe to be missing in the
7



blank provided at the end of the line.
For an unnecessary word, cross out the unnecessary word with a slash ” /” and put
the word in the blank provided at the end of the line.

If the line is correct, place a tick ”\/” in the blank provided at the end of the
line.
EXAMPLE
When A art museum wants a new exhibit, 1. an
it pever buys things in finished form and hangs 2. never
them on the wall. When a natural history museum 3.V
wants an exhibition, it must often build it. 4. exhibit
1. When the Titanic hit an iceberg and sink more 1.
2. than 81 years ago, only about the third of the 2.
3. great ship’s passengers were survived. Most were 3.
4. women and children. Several man passengers 4.
5. refused entering lifeboats because they weren’t 5.
6. sure all the women were safe aboard. 6.
7. * When a surviving ship’s officer was late 7.
8. asked whether ”women and children first” was 8.
9. the captain’s rule or the rule of the sea, he 9.
10. replied that it was rule of human nature. 10.
11. The men who lived on that rule would be 11.
12. appalled to learn that today the fair sex was 12.
13. routinely verbally assaulted and that even 13.
14. obviously pregnant women denied seats on 14.
15. trains. They would wander how we could fight to 15.
16. put few women on the Supreme Court and in 16.
17. corporate towers while strip all women of 17.
18. the freedom to walk our streets safety. 18.
19. This erosion of civility is owing in part to 19.
20. feminists whom saw chivalry as tyranny. But that’s 20.

not the only reason.

. Translate the following into English (using the following words and expressions: to
slip out , to insinuate, as good as, to prattle, to run over, to tingle with, to conjure

up, to occur to, to recommence, with vigour) .
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V. Reading comprehension:
Questions 1—5

The involved relation between the spelling of English words and their sounds has led
to frequent suggestions for modifying the alphabet or for rationalizing the spelling system.
To some extent both these intentions share the same misconceptions and difficulties. A
number of contemperary linguists would deny that there is anything wrong with the way
most words are spelled: they argue that a good deal of information would be lost if
spelling were touched.

Most of the appérent inconsistencies in English have some historical basis: the
spelling system may be complex, but it is not arbitrary — it has become what it is for
quite systematic reasons. And because spelling is systematic and reflects something of the
history of words, much more information is available to the reader than we normally real-
ize.

Spelling reform might seem to make English words easier to pronounce, but only at
the cost of other information about the way words are related to each other, so that ra-
tionalizing words at the phonological level might make reading more difficult at syntactic
and semantic levels. As just one example, consider the silent & in words like bomb, bomb-
ing s bombed , which would be an almost certain candidate for extinction if spelling reform-
ers had their way. But the & is something more than a pointless appendage; it relates the

previous words to others like bombard , bombardier, bombardment, in which the & is pro-

nounced.
1. The writer of this passage probably sup- lish spelling
ports . (C) a rationalized English system of
(A) a modification of the alphabet for spelling
English (D) the retention of present English
(B) the phonetic s&stemization of Eng- spelling



2. Which of the following features of lan- ly arbitrary.
guage does the author NOT mention? 4. What does the passage mainly discuss?

(A) Rhetoric (A) The history of English spelling

(B) Syntax (B) The interrelationships of sound and

(C) Phonology meaning in English spelling

(D) Semantics (C) The uselessness of silent letters in
3. The author believes which of the follow- English spelling

ing? (D) The importance of phonetics in

(A) Inconsistent spelling systems should English spelling

be reformed. 5. In Line 16, the word ” which” refers to

(B) Historical vestiges in modern Eng-

lish spelling can mislead the reader. (A) words

(C) The spelling of words can embody (B) semantic levels
more than simply phonetic infor- (C) the silent 4
mation. (D) bombed

(D) The spelling of English is essential-

Questions 6—10

Turtles lay their eggs in sand, loose soil or in piles of organic debris. They may lay
up to more than 100 eggs, depending on the species. The snapping turtle is known to lay
as many as seventy-five eggs at a time, although the average number is probably nearer
two dozen. The common painted turtle lays only a half-dozen or so at a time. The gopher
tortoise that lives in the arid United States Southwest may lay even fewer eggs. One
- African turtle is said to lay a single egg.

When a female has mated and is ready to lay eggs, she selects a sandy spot, or one
that suits her and proceeds to dig a shallow hole with her hind legs. Sometimes she moist-
ens the soil with fluid from her bladder, either to make digging easier or to moisten the
soil around the eggs.

Into the cavity she slowly drops the eggs, one at a time, arranging each with a hind
leg as it falls. After the eggs are laid, she covers them with soil, using her hind feet a-
gain. When the eggs are covered, she wanders away and leaves them to hatch when they
are ready — usually in about two or three months, although some pass the winter under-
ground. 7

Often a turtle is so intent on the egg-laying process that it is hardly disturbed by on-
lookers. It is said that natives can approach some sea turtles while they are laying eggs
and can actually catch the eggs in their hands without disturbing the turtles. These eggs
are so highly prized as food that collecting them has seriously reduced the numbers of

10



some species.

6. What is this passage about? (C) refuse to eat turtle meat
(A) The reproduction of turtles (D) raise turtles for their meat
(B) Turtle grass and eggs 9. The first paragraph tells us
(C) Turtle shells (A) where to find most turtles
(D) Different kinds of turtles (B) how many eggs various turtles

7. The gopher turtle livesin . lay
(A) the Maritime Provinces (C) what turtles eat
(B) British Columbia (D) why turtles are slow
(C) New England 10. A shallow hole is
(D) the United States Southwest (A) a type of cave

8. Some natives _____ . (B) well hidden
(A) think the turtle is sacred (C) filled with water
(B) find turtle eggs quite tasty (D) not very deep

Questions 11— 20

Security and commodity exchanges are trading posts where people meet who wish to

buy or sell. The exchanges themselves do no trading; they merely provide a place where
prospective buyers and sellers can meet and conduct their business.

Wall Street, although the best known, is not the only home of exchanges in the U-
nited States. There are the cotton exchanges in New Orleans and Chicago; the Mercantile
Exchange, which deals in many farm products, in Chicago; and grain exchanges in many
of the large cities of the Midwest. Some exchanges, like the Chicago Board of Trade,
provide market services for several kinds of products. These trading posts where products
may be bought or sold are called commodity exchanges. '

The security exchanges, on the other hand ,are meeting places where stocks and
bonds are traded. Like the commodity exchanges, they help serve the economic life of the
country. But when their operations get out of hand, they may become very dangerous. In
1929, the security exchanges, or stock market, contributed to a crash — a sudden,sharp
decline in the value of securities. Many people lost fortunes; many corporations were
bankrupted; many workers lost their jobs. The Crash of 1929 has been attributed to
many causes, among them wild and unwise speculation by many people and dishonest
practices on the part of some businessmen and of some members of the exchanges.

Today, however, investing through security exchanges and trading on commodity
exchanges has been made safer by regulations set up by the exchanges themselves and by
regulations of the United States government. In 1922, the government instituted the
Commodity Exchange Commission which operates through the Department of Agricul-
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ture; and in 1934, the Securities and Exchange Commission, to protect investors and the

public against dishonest practices on the exchanges.

11. The best-known exchanges are located 17. Among the reasons for the Crash of

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

(A) on Wall Street

(B) in Chicago

(C) in New Orleans

(D) in the Department of Agriculture
Security and commodity exchanges are

meeting places for buyers and sellers of

(A) stocks

(B) grain

(C) securities

(D) all of these

Commodity exchanges handle
(A) securities

(B) grain

(C) bonds

(D) both A and C

Security exchanges handle
(A) securities

(B) grain

(C) bonds

(D) both A and C

A sudden, sharp decline in the value of
securities is called

(A) a trade

(B) a speculation

(C) investing

(D) a crash

A crash in the security exchanges oc-
curred in

(A) 1922

(B) 1934

(C) 1929

(D) not mentioned
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18.

19.

20.

1929 were

(A) unwise speculation by many peo-
ple

(B) dishonest practices by some busi-
nessmen

(C) strict regulations of the Commodi-
ty Exchange Commission

(D) both A and B

Investing in securities has been made

safer by the

(A) Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion

(B) Commodity Exchange Commis-
sion

(C) Chicago Board of Trade

(D) Chicago Mercantile Exchange

The Commodity Exchange Commission

works through the

(A) Securities Exchange Commission

(B) Department of Agriculture

(C) Chicago Board of Trade

(D) Chicago Mercantile Exchange

Implied but not stated : ]

(A) Some exchanges provide market
services for several kinds of prod-
ucts

(B) The role of the government has
been an important factor in curb-
ing dishonest practices on the
exchanges

(C) Investing in securities is unwise

(D) Buying and selling grain is dishon-

est



