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Beowulf ( JIL F:v:: )

I. Basic Information
- It was written at the beginning
of the 18" century.
- It was discovered in 1705.
. The story took place at the
beginning of the 6™ century.
- It is of two parts, 3182 lines.

I1. Synopsis
1. Part I: Beowulf fights against Gredel and his mother.
2. Part IT: Beowulf fights against the Fire Dragon.
I11. Writing Features
+ alliteration;
+ metaphor and understatement;
- mixture of pagan and Christian elements.
IV. Theme
This poem expresses primitive people’ s ideal of conquering the hostile
forces of nature under a wise and mighty tribal leader.
V. Significance
« Beowulf'is England’ s national epic.
« It reflects the features of the tribal society.
« It is the oldest poem in the English language.
VI. Literary Term
Epic—It is a long narrative poem telling about the deeds of a great hero and
reflecting the values of the society from which it originated.
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Geoffrey Chaucer 7RJBH ¥ i)

1. Life Story (13407—1400)
+ He was born in London.
- He was appointed the controller of
customs at London.
« He was buried in Westminster Abbey,
“poet’ s corner’
- He is considered as “the father of
English poetry”
II. Main Works
1. French period (Translation: Romance
of the Rose { BEBRIEHT ) )
2. Italian period (Adaptation: The House of Fame { &%) ; Troilus and
Cressie ( FRIEI 5B ) )
3. English period (Creation: The Canterbury Tales { SR¥HATRHEE) )
ITI. Writing Style and Significance
1. Writing Style

_+-lambic pentameter;
» London dialect;
+ vivid and exact language;
+ vigorous and swift poetry;
- casy and informal prose.
2. Signiﬁcaﬁce
+ He introduced from France and Italy the rhymed stanzas: the heroic
couplet.
* He made London dlalect the foundation of modern English language.
* He is a great satirist.
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IV. Masterpiece: 7he Canterbury 1ales
1. Synopsis
The story takes place on an April day. A group of English pilgrims meet
outside a tavern in Southwark near London. They are going to pay their
respects to the tomb of Saint Thomas Becket together with Harry Bailey, the
innkeeper. These pilgrims are from all classes, and under the suggestion of the
innkeeper, they agree to tell two stories on the way to Canterbury and another
two on the way back. The winner will be the one who tells the best story.
The whole collection is composed of a General Prologue and 24 stories, in
which vivid description of the characters of all walks of life is described.
2. Main Characters
- the Knight (the first story teller)
- the wife of Bath (the first female figure in British Literature)
+ the Nun
- the Parson-
- the Merchant
3. Evaluation
+ It gives a true-to-life picture of the society.
- It affirms men and opposes the dogma of asceticism preached by church.
- It praised man’ s energy, intellect, wit and love.
« Tt exposes and satirizes the evils of his time.
V. Literary Term
Heroic Couplet—It is a traditional form in English poetry, particularly for epic
and narrative poetry. It corresponds to a two-line stanza in iambic pentameter.
V1. Exercises
1. Geoffrey Chaucer is called
2. Chaucer greatly contributed to the founding of the English literary
language, the basis of which was formed by the dialect.

3. Chaucer’ s masterpiece is , which is a true-to-life picture of British

society.
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4. What are the three periods in Chaucer’ s writing career? Name one
masterpiece in each period.
5. What is Chaucer’ s contribution to British Literature?

Keys:

1. father of English poetry 2. London
3. The Canterbury Tales 4, (omitted)
5. (omitted)

Poplar Ballads ESi%

I. Main Authors and Works:
1. Bishop Thomas Percy: Reliques of Ancient English Poetry Q=230 )
2. Langland: The Vision of Piers,
the Plowman { FERRDUEE/RHT )
I1. Main Subjects of Ballads:
+ the struggle of young lovers
against their feudal-minded families;
+ the conflict between love and
wealth;
* the cruelty of jealousy;
- the criticism of the civil war.
II1. Ballads of Robin Hood
Robin Hood:
+ a partly real and partly legendary figure;
+ living under the greenwood tree;

+ taking from the rich and gives to the poor;
* strong, brave, clever, tender-hearted and affectionate.
IV. Literary Term
Ballad—It is an anonymous narrative song that is preserved by oral
transmission, usually in 4-line stanzas, with the second and fourth lines rhymed.



William Shakespeare B - L LEE

1. Life Story (1564.4.23—1616.4.23)
+ He was born at Stratford.
« In the school, he learned Latin grammar,
« At 18, he married Anne Hathaway,
eight years his senior.
- He went to London in 1586, worked as
an actor and also wrote plays.
- He died on his birthday and was buried
in Stratford Church.
I1. Main Works

- Henry VI (FHIA)

* Richard IIl (& =)

- The Taming of the Shrew {YIEiE)

- Love's Labor’s Lost { BWIFEFF)

* Romeo and Juliet { % KSR )

- A Midsummer Night’s Dream {{HERZE )

« King John { A48 TL)

- The Merchant of Venice { BJeHRAD

* Henry IV ZH| U1 )

- Much Ado about Nothing { TEHE)

« Henry V { EH| i)

- The Merry Wives of Windsor { BB RG]
« Julius Caesar (B ¥ - YLD

- As you like it ¥ FKKE )

- Twelfth Night {5+ 7))

« Hamlet {WIBER)

« Troilus and Cressida {¥FBHRP IS whiviiX )
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- All’s Well That Ends Well (A mER)
- Measure for Measure {—3iRiE—3}t)
- Othello {REZF )
- King Lear {Z/RE)
- Macbeth { EFLH )
- Antony and Cleopatra { %% e 5 i BMFFHL )
- Timon of Athens { FESLHIZRIT)
- The Winter’s Tale { ZKMHE)
- The Tempest {FRFT)
- Henry VIII {ZFI\1)
- 154 sonnets 1548+ U4THF
II1. Writing Style and Significance
- His plays are poetical dramas.
+ He uses blank verse, and he is skilled in many poetic forms: songs,
sonnet, couplet and so on.
* He borrows his plots from Greek legends, Roman history, Italian stories
and English chronicles.
» His historical plays describe the decaying of the old feudal nobility and
the rising of the new Tudor monarchy.
- His comedies are concerned with the life and love of the young men and
women.
* His tragedies depict the life-and-death struggle between the humanists.
+ He is universally recognized as the summit of the English Renaissance
and one of the greatest writers of the world.
* He is a great master of the English language.
IV. Masterpiece: Hamlet
1. Synopsis
It is set in Denmark. Gertrude, Queen of Denmark, widowed by the
sudden death of the King, within two months marries the late King’ s brother

Claudius, who becomes the new King. Hamlet, son of the late king, suspects



