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Abstract_

Because of many reasons,the phonological study of Xiang Dialect is
not thorough. Most of the papers or discourses were restricted in the de-
scription of the phonetic characteristics of the time. The article is actually
few that through describing the phonology of a tipical Xiang dialect then
to discussing the phonological features of Xiang dialect.

For the above reasons, this book tries to have a comprehensive anal-
ysis on the phonetic phenomenon of Xiangxiang dialect. By using the fol-
lowing basic study methods, i. e. synchronic description,diachronic analy-
sis and comparison with other Chinese dialect,we can undstand the pho-
nological characteristic of modern Xiang dialect thoroughly.

The book is composed by the following five parts:

In the first part ( Chapter one) , we iniroduce Xiangxiang dialect’s
geographical features, history and makes brief comments on the research
about Xiangxiang dialect since the 20th century. It also introduces the
paper’s researching content, methods, significance, as well as the spots
which have been studied and the persons who have provided pronuncia-
tion.

In the second part ( Chapter two) ,we describe the phonological sys-
tems of 11 representative dialects.

In the third part ( Chapter three to Chapter five) ,we focus the dis-
cussion on the present pronunciation and the development of the syllable
initials , the thyme and the tone, including initial groups of “MC voiced ,
Jing-Zhi-Zhuang-Zhang ¥§-%1-7:-2 ,Fei iE .and Jian 1" ; the thyme of
“Xie #& Jia R .Guo £ . Yu B . Xiao % .Liu ¥ .Xian & .Shan [lj .and
Geng 1", The third parts does not only describe the synchronic phono-

logical characteristic ,but also explores the evolutionary cause and course



