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Messages

It has been 45 years since the first public housing estate was built, and its development since
then has become an integral part of Hong Kong history. During these years, hundreds of
thousands of people in Hong Kong have bengfited from the public housing programme, which

has also played an important role in promoting stability and harmony of society.

The Hong Kong Housing Authority has been doing its utmost to serve the public since its
establishment. In addition to building more flats, we aim to provide our tenants with a decent
living environment. With the full implementation of the Estate Management Advisory Committee
(EMAC) scheme last year, our tenants can now get directly involved in managing their own
housing estates. As the end-users, they are invited to give their suggestions, or even make
decisions on matters, from renovations to the routine management works for improving the

.
environment of their estates.

The Hong Kong SAR Government is determined to provide housing for those people genuine in
need and at the same time to encourage people who are financially able to purchase their own
homes. In the past 12 months, apart from building new rental housing units for applicants on the
waiting list, the Housing Authority has also launched the ‘Tenants Purchase Scheme’ and
increased the quota for the ‘Home Purchase Loan Scheme’ in a bid to encourage and assist more

people to own their own housing units.

We are now on the threshold of the year 2000 and we will be entering into a new era. The
Housing Authority will strive for continuous improvement by clinging to our core values: Caring,
Customer-focused and Committed. Through the provision of various public housing programmes,
we hope we will be able to provide people in need with a comfortable home. We also hope that
through the EMAC scheme, we can work hand in hand with our tenants to make the housing

estates an even better place in which to live.

"Zf\

Hong Kong Housing Authority

Rosanna Wong Yick-ming

Chairman
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Messages

Housing in Hong Kong: Achievement and Vision

Housing is one of Hong Kong’s great success stories. Our public housing programme is, in
particular, a model for other cities and territories. Evolved as an emergency housing programme
where only basic shelter was offered, public rental housing and assisted home ownership flats
now provide comfortable accommodation, with modern amenities, at affordable rents or prices

for over half of our population.

Much of the credit for this astonishing achievement goes to the Hong Kong Housing Authority,
established invl973, which has built and managed a massive public housing programme within
the policy framework laid down by the Government. Thanks to the commitment and intense
efforts of Housing Authority Members and staff of the Housing Department, many new

accomplishments have been brought to fruition.

Following the publication of the White Paper on Long Term Housing Strategy in February 1998,
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region has set a new direction and
given new impetus to Hong Kong’s housing strategy. We will continue to help all households
gain access to adequate and affordable housing, and encourage wider home ownership in

the community.

We have the confidence and ability to meet the challenges ahead with vision and determination.

~—

Dominic S.W. Wong

Secretar_yfor Housing
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