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Preface

With the increasing of dryland area, the intensifying of drought and the irreparable consuming of limited water
resource, the important tasks to realize overall agricultural development and guarantee the stable supply of agro-products
in China are to make full use of scientific and technological advances to increase the productivity of limited water
resources and to keep sustainable agricultural development in dryland regions of the northern China as much as possible.
The book, Agriculture in Dryland Regions of Northern China, is intended to make contribution to the concerned respects
of agriculture.

The book is divided into 13 chapters and deals with natural and social resources in the dryland regions of the
northern China. While elucidating the status of agriculture and the ways for the sustainable agricultural development of the
regions, the book probes into soil water dynamics and balance, water production potential, limiting factors and
development ways. The resources, development and problems in the arid regions, semi-arid regions prone to drought,
semi-arid regions and subhumid regions prone to drought are discussed under the principle of “regional guidance™ to
enhance full use of the superiority of regional resources. Finally it sets forth some valuable suggestions for the overall
development of agriculture in the dryland regions of the northern China.

The book can be used as a reference by the officers from decision-making agricultural departments, the researchers
from the research institutions, teachers and students from universities and colleges, and the personnel in the fields of

production and development of dryland regions.
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