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[0
The inauguration of Barack Obama as the 44th President of the United States took place on
Tuesday, January 20, 2009. The inauguration, which set a record attendance for any event held in
Washington, D.C.. In his speeches to the crowds, Obama referred to ideals expressed by Lincoln
about renewal, continuity and national unity. Obama mentioned these ideals in his speech
to stress the need for shared sacrifice and a new sense of responsibility to answer America’s

challenges at home and abroad.
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I stand here today humbled'by the task before
us, grateful for the trust you have bestowed, mindful
of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors. I thank
President Bush for his service to our nation, as well
as the generosity’ and cooperation he has shown

throughout this transition.

Today I say to you that the challenges we face are
real. They are serious and they are many. They will not be met easily or in a short span
of time. But know this, America—they will be met.

On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear, unity of purpose
over conflict and discord’. |

On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false promises, the
recriminations’ and worn out dogmas, that for far too long have strangled our politics.

We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture, the time has come to set
aside childish things. The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose
our better history; to carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from
generation to generation: the God-given promise that all are equal, all are free, and all
deserve a chance to pursue their full measure of happiness.

In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that greatness is never
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