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Before LisTeEning

A Read and Answer

No one knows exactly how many Americans do not have a permanent place to live.
This homelessness continues although many efforts are being made to end it. Home-
less people living on the streets suffer from the heat, cold, hunger and the threat of
crime.

Most experts say Americans are homeless for a number of reasons, one reason is
poverty. The nation’s economy is not growing. At the same time, housing costs are
high. Poor people do not have enough money to pay for housing. On the other
hand, some people are homeless by choice. They choose to live outside normal
social groups. These people usually have lost connections with their family and friends.
Many suffer from mental iliness. Or, they may be dependent on alcohol or drugs.

Activist groups say homeless people are victims of crime far more often than they
cause crime. Most members of the public, however, fear the homeless. They do not
want to have homeless people near them. They say these people are dirty and they
smell bad. They say homeless people often ask them for money and then insult or
threaten them if they refuse.



1. What is this passage about?
The passage is about people.

2. What do homeless people suffer from?
They suffer from heat, cold, and the threat of

3. What are the reasons for homelessness?
Some people become homeless because of , but some are home-

less by

4. What is the attitude of most members of the public toward the homeless?
They homeless people, and they don’t want to have such people

them.

B Your Opinion and Your Prediction

What sufferings do homeless people face?
What is your attitude toward homeless people?
What do you think can be done to help the homeless?

Sl

You are going to listen to a passage. Browse all the information available in Vocabulary
Study and Listening Exercises, and then try to predict what might be discussed in the

passage you are going to listen to.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Sociology is the study and classification of human societies. (

: g )

. His latest book documented the living conditions in the slum district of New

York. ()

. When we meet danger, our first reaction is to run away. ()

. How many chapters did the professor assign for homework? ()

. He was not able to talk even at the age of five. People thought he was mentally deficient.

¢ )

. The boy clutched the toy and did not want to let go his hands. ()

. The old man fumbled in the dark for the money he had dropped. ()

At the sight of the little dog in the rain, I felt a strong compulsion to take it
home. ()

. The man rcached out and seized my arm. ()

Kate and Jane cmbraced and kissed each other when they met again after ten
years. ()

We must turn in the term paper to the teacher by next Monday. ()

The medicine will heal your sickness, but only time can heal your troubles. ()

The hero’s speech touched the entire audience. ()

We should be grateful to our parents’ unconditional love. They love us for no return,
regardless of our actions and mistakes. ()

Seeing the dead mouse on the table, the little girl screamed and backed away. ()
There wasn’t a soul to be seen on the road. ()

Crisp weather is pleasant because it is cold and dry. ()



LisTENING

A Yes or No

Yes D No |:|

B Listening Exercises

Listen and fill in the following blanks with the missing information.
Place: McDonald’s
Time: One 1)

Main characters: the speaker, 2)

Listen and give simple answers to the following questions.
1. What did the speaker buy for the two homeless men?

2. What effect did the speaker’s action have on other people?

Listen and fill in the blanks in the following chart.

The name of the project 1)
Students involved in the project = 2) at 3 people and 3)
. asked to their reactions

Other people’s reaction when they |
4)

- saw the two homeless

(to be continued)



“dirty body”75) ; the blue-eyed
man 6) he had been

Evidence to prove that the two

men were homeless and poor
clutching; all he ordered was 7)

The speaker’s reaction towards the  felt a strong 8) and to
two homeless 9) the blue-eyed man
One of the possible causes of the = noticed 10) in the
speaker’s reaction restaurant set on her

1. Listen and rearrange the order of the actions taken either by the speaker or the
blue-eyed man.

a. laid my hand on the blue-eyed man’s cold hand
b. looked at me, with tears in his eyes

c. smiled and asked for more breakfast

d. said “Thank you”

e. leaned over, began to hold his hand

SO LN S

f. put the tray on the table
2. Listen and choose the best answer.

What does “Unconditional Acceptance” mean?

a. Don’t hesitate to help those who need help.

b. God helps those who help themselves.

c. Don’t move away from those who need help and help them sincerely.

d. Help others unconditionally.
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A Text-Related Activity

How do you understand the sentence “we, as human beings share this need to heal
people and be healed”?

Many people try to keep themselves away from homeless people. What do you think
of this phenomenon?

What do you think the speaker can get by offering her helping hand to the two

homeless people?

B Vocabulary Review

o = 0 b =

Y o N o

10.

document reaction assign deficient reach out

turn in heal unconditional touch compulsion
Her tears and her sad story his heart.
Roots of the tree to get minerals and water from the earth.
This brand of milk is in fat.
After his parents passed away, his uncle felt a to take up the
responsibility of bringing him up.
The teacher two students to decorate the classroom for the
coming Christmas.
Your wound will soon if you keep it clean.
Her to his proposal was not quite what he expected.
Don’t forget to everything you have borrowed before you leave.
This contract does not depend on any condition, so it is an
contract.
This film the life of Australian Aborigines (1.3) .



C Oral Practice

Developing a Talk
First Then
Next Finally
When After
Before Since

My first day at university was so memorable that I can still clearly recall every
moment of that day. When I arrived, there were already a lot of students on the campus.

13



Before LisTening

A Read and Answer

How to Write a Story

Introduction .

You already know how to tell a story. You do it every day! Every time you tell someone
about something that happened to you or something you did, you tell the “story” of
what happened. For example, if something funny happens at school, when you tell a
friend about it, you've created a story. The trick is to be able to write it down.

Get Started

There’s a very scary blank piece of paper sitting there in front of you. What do you
put on it2 Here are a few tips to help you get started developing ideas and working
through them.

1. Pay attention! Amazing things are happening all around you. You just have to
see them. “Like what,” you say? Well, the next time you are out shopping, look
around you and try to count the number of people you see with red hair. Is there
a story in that? The guy who wrote the Sherlock Holmes stories thought so! Paying
attention to the world around you is the first step in developing ideas.

2. Listen! How do people put words together when they talk? Words fall into place
and make stories. The more you listen to others, the better writer you will become.

3. Think! When somebody tells you about something, think about it for a minute.

14



