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American former Presidents George W. Bush and
Bill Clinton began a new venture on Saturday to raise
money for the Haitian relief ® effort from corporations,
foundations and ordinary Americans, as President Obama
pledged@’ to ramp”’) up the American response to the
devastating earthquake.

“The three men, who have collectively occupied the
White House for the past 17 years, stood side by side in
the Rose Garden to announce the effort. “We just met in
the Oval Office—an office they both know well.” Mr.
Obama said.

“Describing the phone calls he made to the two men in
the aftermath® of the earthquake, he said: “They each

asked the same simple question: ‘How can I help?™”

As the death toll in Haiti grows, Mr. Obama said, the
American response, both private and public, must grow
with it.

“At this moment, we’re moving forward with one of
the largest relief efforts in our history—to save lives and

to deliver relief that averts” an even larger catastrophe,”
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Mr. Obama said. He said that Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton
“will ensure that this is matched by a historic effort that

extends beyond our government, because America has no |

greater resource than the strength and the compassion® of
the American people.”

“Che White House hopes that Mr. Bush and Mr.
Clinton can use their stature® and their contacts within
the corporate and philanthropic® worlds to raise the
millions in cash that relief experts say the devastated
Caribbean island will need to recover.

“The news conference marked Mr. Bush’s first visit

back to the White House since he left office. He stood |

next to Mr. Obama, the man who during the presidential
campaign had criticized Mr. Bush’s response to Hurricane
Katrina. And, standing on the other side of Mr. Obama
was Mr. Clinton, whose relationship with the President
remains complicated after the bruising® Democratic
primary campaign against Hillary Rodham Clinton, now
Secretary of State.

But the crisis in Haiti apparently gave the three a
rallying® point to express their deeply shared concern and
a belief in the American spirit of giving.

“9 know a lot of people want to send blankets or
water,” Mr. Bush said. But he reiterated® what the relief
organizations have been saying for days. “Just send your
cash.” He promised that he and Mr. Clinton would “make
sure your money is spent wisely.”

. Clinton, stepping to the lectern® after Mr. Bush
spoke, glanced at his fellow former President and said with
a smile, “I’ve already figured out how I’m going to get him

to do some things he hasn’t signed on for.”

All three men acknowledged the mammoth® scope of |

the recovery effort in the weeks ahead as the full extent
of Haiti’s difficulties becomes clearer. They repeated the
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address of the website that the public can visit to find out
how to help.

During a conference call on Saturday, White House
officials acknowledged that so far, American search teams
have been able to rescue only 15 survivors in Haiti—about
half of them American and half of them Haitian. Mrs.
Clinton flew to Haiti Saturday carrying relief supplies, and
the Haitian government turned control of the main airport
over to the United States.

/hite House officials said there were 26 international
search and rescue teams in Haiti on Saturday, including
teams from Fairfax County, Va., and Los Angeles.

]

“Urban search and rescue will continue,” said Denis
R. McDonough, the National Security Council chief of
staff, who was on the ground in Haiti. “There is still a
window, three and half days into the event. Thursday we
saw a variety of people rescued; we saw people rescued
yesterday.”

“The joint venture of Mr. Clinton and Mr. Bush is like
one that Mr. Clinton shared with the first President Bush,
to help victims of the 2004 Asian tsunami, which killed
226,000 people. A letter on the new website, which went up
on Saturday, asks for donations and promises to “channel the
collective good will around the globe to help the people of Haiti
rebuild their cities, their neighborhoods, and their families.”
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(1) American former Presidents George W. Bush and Bill Clinton (2) began a new venture (3) on Saturday

@) to raise money for the Haitian relief effort (5) from corporations, foundations and ordinary

Americans, (©) as President Obama pledged to ramp up the American response to the devastating
earthquake.
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(1) The White House hopes that (2) Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton can use their stature and their contacts
(3) within the corporate and philanthropic worlds (1) to raise the millions in cash (5) that relief
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experts say (©) the devastated Caribbean island will need to recover.
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(D And, @ standing on the other side of Mr. Obama (3) was Mr. Clinton, @) whose relationship
with the President remains complicated (5 after the bruising Democratic primary campaign (6)

against Hillary Rodham Clinton, (7) now Secretary of State.
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(D The joint venture of Mr. Clinton and Mr. Bush @) is like one &) that Mr. Clinton shared with the
first President Bush, (4) to help victims of the 2004 Asian tsunami, ©) which killed 226,000 people.
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Only days after yielding to a new coalition government,
Britain’s Labour Party has begun to reconstruct itself from
the wreckage of a failed election campaign, hastening
to choose a new leader and move away from the “New
Labour” days that won it 13 years of power before
they ended last week in disillusionment” and internal
recrimination®.

Aabour has lost no time in beginning a contest for party
leader, and has said it aims to have a successor for Gordon
Brown in place by late summer. Mr. Brown vacated® the
position in a failed last-ditch attempt to checkmate” the
Conservative-Liberal Democrat pact, when he offered
himself as a sacrifice in the hope of clearing the way for an
alternative coalition, one that would have twinned Labour
with the Liberal Democrats in a “progressive majority” .

“That move has been widely laughed at within Labour
as a moment of madness by a cabal” of “bitter enders”
around Mr. Brown.

An early favorite for the Labour leadership, by a

wide margin in early polls of Labour supporters, is the
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44-year-old former foreign secretary, David Miliband. He
is strongly favored by the party’s “Blairite” wing, named
for former Prime Minister Tony Blair, who as party leader
pioneered the modernizing movement known as New
Labour starting in the early 1990s. Mr. Blair was ousted”
from 10 Downing Street in 2007 on the back of public
dismay® over Britain’s military involvement in Iraq and
resentment from “old Labour” about the party’s move
away from its trade union base, a view held by a loose
coalition known as “Brownites”.

Against Mr. Miliband will be a field of contenders”
who include at least one Brownite, Ed Balls; others who
are poised to try to bridge the divisions; and at least one
committed left-winger, Jon Cruddas. A former education
minister, Mr. Balls is a longtime ally of Mr. Brown as
well as a core member of the group that worked feverishly
to try to build a Labour-Liberal Democrat coalition.

&d Miliband, 40, a former environment minister
and David’s brother, has entered the race as a possible
compromise candidate, with he and his brother both
saying that “brotherly love” would carry them through
the strains their political rivalry might engender”. While
Ed Miliband has a Brownite background, many in Labour
see his candidacy as a possible effort to divide the votes
that wing of the party will draw in the leadership contest,
ultimately helping David Miliband.

On arriving at Downing Street, the new Conservative
prime minister, David Cameron, and Nick Clegg, the
Liberal Democrat leader and deputy prime minister,
announced themselves as forerunners of “a new politics”.
Both are 43, and many British commentators, including
some who are dubious” about the new coalition, have
said that a watershed” has been crossed, and that it
would be risky for the parties to try to go back to an older

generation of leaders.
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