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My Father-in-Law Whom | Never Met sy rang zice

When I knew Yan Zhen, her father Yan Di had been dead. Because there were few people in Yans family, we lived together with the family after we were
married. I became a man who came to live with the bride's family after all.

It happened that my father-in-law's birthday was exactly the same day as mine: January 4th, so I feel that he and me would be practically inseparable just
like the shadow following the body. It was said that he was the only man in the family when he was alive. Same thing is true with me. I took his relay baton
to become the man of the family.

I could never meet my father-in-law, while I could feel his atmosphere in the house.

The first is his oil portrait on the wall. In the painting, he had a solemn mien, there seemed to be light sadness in his face.

The second is the big painting desk in Yans' house. It is as big as a double bed and there are brushes, Chinese ink, ink sticks, ink slabs and papers on it.
Yans are all engaged in art, there are many paintings and papers in their house.

I broke a porcelain pot when I just moved to their house. Later I was told that the pot was "porcelain from Qing Dynasty" with a history of at least one
hundred years.

The sofa of Yans has soft seat while hard back and armrests of coiling dragons made of hardwood. If you seat on it and lean to the back, you would surely
bump yourself. It was said that many guests bumped themselves on it. In the "Cultural Revolution", my mother-in-law was so worried that the sofa would
bring trouble on the family that she suggested my father-in-law to sell this set of hardwood furniture. It was said that my father-in-law flied into a rage and
said that he would exist side by side with his"dragon sofa".

The books cabinets in Yans' house is called "Universal Library" —the three cabinets are full of books, most of which are about philosophy, history,
literature and painting. My father-in-law liked going to bookstores and buying books. The cabinets were not big enough to hold the books, he placed the
books on the desk or in the bed, which my mother-in-law complained badly. To avoid quarreling with her, my father-in-law hid the books in his coat or his
sleeves to take them back home. There were a few medical books in the book cabinets. It is said that my father-in-law had suffered tracheitis for many years
and took all kinds of medicines, which made him a doctor.

Each of Yans was a painter while each of them had his own style. My father-in-law painted landscape, his paintings were full of grandeur with powerful
strokes. My mother-in-law painted film posters that were close to life and fashionable. My brother-in-law learns his father's landscape, my sister-in-law is
a graphic designer and designs covers for books. My wife Yan Zhen paints flowers, birds, fishes and insects, her paintings have the sprightly and elegant
style of European watercolors and are decorative. Their paintings differ from person to person and reflect each one's unique character.

Yan Zhen was born with some characters inherited from his father: frank, stubborn and irritable. It is said that her liking buying books, buying used
things in the stalls in Panjiayuan and buying flowers and green plants inherited from my father-in-law too. The older she is, the more obvious her hereditary
genes are.

Both Yan Zhen and me are among the "three old graduated" that were sent to the Northeast Production and Construction Corp. I have seen the letters her
father wrote to her: every letter was written in several pages; in these letters her father told her about the ways one conducted in society, moral and
knowledge. I could feel that the venerable old person gave systematic guidance to help his daughter grow up and improve herself. How hard he had thought
for his daughter! Yan Zhen learnt painting and has won golden prize in the international painting exhibition. She is good at writing, five of her works have
been made into films and TV plays. You could feel how carefully my father-in-law taught her since she was a child.

There are some fake paintings of my father-in-law. We were asked to distinguish the false from the true. The People's Fine Arts Publishing House ever
published Collection of Yan Di's Paintings, while few works of my father-in-law were published in the album. Now there are no materials about my father-
in-law and his art for it is too long since his death. So it not only is Yan Zhen's willing but also can fill in a gap to publish an album of my father-in-law.

To publish the album we should ask someone to write articles. Someone suggests us to ask a famous people to write the preface. While the critics are
younger generations, few of my father-in-law's generation are alive and all of them are more-than-eighty-years-old men whom we cannot trouble though
they are able to write. So we decide that one of us write the article that may be detailed and accurate and full of warm feelings for we know the firsthand
materials.

I could never meet my father-in-law. This is not an obstacle to my great admiration for his moral character and conduct ways. I wish the publication of

this album would be not only a comfort to my father-in-law's soul in heaven, but also an expression of my admiration.
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My father was solemn and just
with light melancholy disposition
in Zhang Wenxin's painting
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