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FOREWORD

One country, two systems... an easy political solution to what seemed
an insolubly complex problem. But non-political problems followed in
the wake of the political solution. Like water flowing into a catchment
basin until it finds its own level, little by little the problems emerged.

Many of these problems have an educational, psychological, and a
sociological nature. Among these, one of the most challenging pertains
to the adaptation to Hong Kong of immigrant children and adolescents
from mainland China. This problem is addressed by a distinguished editor
and a set of contributors familiar with the Hong Kong environment.

Taken together the set of analytical and social policy articles in this
volume represent a seminal contribution to dealing with one of the more
pressing problems facing Hong Kong. High marks go to the editor, the
authors, and the Aberdeen Kai-fong Welfare Association Social Service
Centre for publishing this important work.

Richard Ripple
Professor of Psychology,
City University of Hong Kong.
Cornell University, USA.
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Editorial XI

Editorial

It has been noted that the number of immigrant children from
mainland China is growing in the recent years. The situation has caused
concern of not only social workers, but also educators and psychologists
about the problems of social welfare, educational and psychological
adaptation of these children. As there is an increasing contact and
communication between Hong Kong and mainland China especially from
July 1, 1997, it is envisaged that the problems can be solved through
closer cooperation and jo-int effort among the various parties concerned
in the well-being of these children.

A systematic study of these problems and a comprehensive
publication of the research findings and discussion of concerned scholars
and field workers have been considered necessary to help understand the
apparent and underlying problems facing Hong Kong today. It is with
this aim in mind that this book is published to serve the need of the policy
makers and planners in their endeavour of integrating these immigrant
children into the main stream and turning them into vital human resources
for the benefit of the community instead of allowing them to become an
additional burden to the social, educational, and psychological provisions
in Hong Kong. i

This book chooses the psychological adaptation of immigrant
children from mainland China as the main theme, and is divided into five
main parts, namely, Problem, Research, Theory, Practice, and Prospect,
covering the different areas of emphasis. Contributors include university
staff, department representatives, voluntary agencies, and field workers,
giving views from various aspects. It is hoped that this publication can
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present the problems from both the theoretical and practical perspectives,
thus leading to a balanced analysis of the situation coupled with a
recommendation for possible actions in the future.

Whilst it is not claimed that the book can provide answers to all the
inherent problems related to immigration, this publication is nonetheless
a first serious attempt unique of its kind to deal with the problems more
systematically and to examine the issues more critically to the root. It is
intended to serve as a catalyst to stimulate more relevant activities and to
create interest in writing more books along this line, so that the problems
can be better understood and feasible solutions can be worked out as a
result of deeper knowledge and greater insight into the problems.

Finally, it should be acknowledged that the psychological attributes
of the Chinese immigrants to Hong Kong are basically the same as those
of the local Chinese, though there are certain educational, social, and
cultural differences which can be resolved comparatively easily. Broadly
speaking, the advantages of having immigrants outweigh the
disadvantages, simply because immigration adds vitality and the beneficial
variances to the community, not to mention the increasing variety of
manpower. Hong Kong being a vibrant society, it is expected that these
new immigrants from mainland China can be absorbed successfully,
provided of course the appropriate measures have been taken to cope
with the associated problems such as educational, psychological, social,
and cultural adaptation issues.

Jimmy Chan
Chief Editor
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