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After the war, my dad started a small
fabric business, Rodrik Fabrics, in the Merchandise
Mart in Chicago’s Loop. His first office overlooked
the Chicago River, and I can remember going there
when I was only three or four. To keep me away
from the windows, which he left open for the fresh
air, he told me a big bad wolf lived down below
and would eat me up if I fell out. Later, he started
his own print plant in a building on the North Side.
He employed day laborers, as well as enlisting my
mother, my brothers and me when we were old
enough to help with the printing. We carefully
poured the paint onto the edge of the silk screen
and pulled the squeegee across to print the pattern
on the fabric underneath. Then we lifted up the
screen and moved down the table, over and over
again, creating beautiful patterns, some of which
my father designed. My favorite was “Staircase to
the Stars”.

In 1950, when I was three years old and
my brother Hugh was still an infant, my father
had done well enough to move the family to
suburban Park Ridge. There were fancier and more
fashionable suburbs north of Chicago, along Lake
Michigan, but my parents felt comfortable in Park

My Father’ Influence on Us
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1. drapery ['dreiparil n. %%}, 0K Z0. He works in the drapery department of the store.fth7£ % & #4

FHABIB T,

2. day laborer I T, 8T Hth®E LN THEXET. contract laborer& @I ; hourly worker/J\Bf
T, temporary workerlift T ; part—time workerdf4 84T ; self-employedE& &I ; home-based

workers T ; labor dispatchingiki& T,




Ridge among all the other veterans who chose it for
its excellent public schools, parks, tree-lined streets,
wide sidewalks and comfortable family homes. The
town was white and middle-class, a place where
women stayed home to raise children while men
commuted to work in the Loop, eighteen miles
" away. Many of the fathers took the train, but my
dad had to make sales calls on potential customers,
so he drove the family car to work every day.

My father paid cash for our
two-story brick house on the
corner lot of Elm and Wisner
Streets. We had two sundecks,
a screened-in porch and a
fenced-in backyard where the
neighborhood kids would come
to play or to sneak cherries
from our tree. The post-war
population explosion was
booming, and there were swarms
of children everywhere. My mother once counted
forty-seven kids living on our square block.

Next door were the four Williams children,

and across the street were the six O’Callaghans.
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veteran ['vetoron] n. &, EZF . | have a son who is a veteran—he just came back from Iraq.

EO—DILFREBAEEA, HRNINMEBRZE R, EIE: veteran KREEH, 0. The team is

famous for its arsenal of veteran players. X PNEKAHE R ZEWEFENENR, REBS.

4. sundeck ['sandek] n. BAMEHPHE 0. Three laptop—toting strangers sitting around a table on
the sundeck strike up a conversation about a new social-networking startup. = &5 E1C A& £ 5K
HEEABLEBRRFE LN—KEFFE, FBIHE—RKRIEISIAHRZNE RS,

5. sneak [sni:k] vr. it AN E . ZB %) HsneakMALHE W ESR . sneak out fifiiiB
RN, #TE. sneak out of Wk, B

6. boom [bu:m]vi. EREE, BEHNELRE, XE HIZFHWHRNEREEE: boomout K- 339
EF&o

7. swarm [swo:m] n. — KB, %8 KEPRTAREYH "—FH" , EHAENEIE, 0. a school

of whales—Ef85 ; a flock of fish—#f3 . a swarm of bees—&f#; a host of monkeys—E ¥ 7.

a pack of hounds—E¥ 3R,
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; sneak in



