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THE EDITOR’S NOTE

Since the 1960s, hotel building in different countries throughout the world has enjoyed rapid development
along with the successive growth of tourism, international contacts and social activities. In China, hotels of vari-
ous kinds built for guests of tourism, business and of international meetings have in the past decade appeared like
bamboo shoots after a spring rain. Among them, there are a considerable number of high-grade hotels. The
hardware facilities, quality of service, management and administration of these hotels have all reached quite a
high level, and some of them have already equalled the international first-class hotels. To introduce these Chinese
first-class hotels to tourists at home and abroad, to designers of hotel buildings and to personnel of hotel man-
agement and administration is doubtlessly significant for arranging touring and sightseeing activities; for improv-
ing the standard of hotel design, hotel management and the quality of service, and for the gradual up-grading of
hotels.

In mainland China, tourist hotels open to foreigners have been divided by star-grade according to interna-
tional practice by National Tourism Administration since 1989. In Taiwan, except a few foreign fund hotels,
only similar dividing measures such as the Plum Blossom Grade have been applied. Therefore, the grade division
of hotels in China is clear. This book is edited on the above-mentioned basis. With rich content, "China’s First
Class Hotels reflects the state of most of the 5-star, 4-star and part of the 3-star hotels including geographical
position, star-grade, scale , characteristics of hotel building, guestrooms, facilities for, food and beverage, recre-
ation, fitness, interior and exterior views of the hotel, etc. Though owing to various reasons, a small number of
high star-grade hotels are unable to be included in this book, nevertheless, it is a comprehensive portraiture of
first class hotels in China.

China's First Class Hotels consists of four volumes. The first three volumes reflect the state of hotels
grouped according to geographical regions. Vol. 1. The Northern Region (including Shandong Province );
Vol. 2. The Eastern and Central Regions; Vol.3. The Southwest Region and Taiwan Province; Vol. 4. Splendid
Scenes and Facilities of First Class Hotels in categories of different parts of the hotels. Mr. Wu Guanzhang,
Deputy General Architect of Beijing Research Academy of Building Design, expert of hotel building design has
been invited to write an article for this book. His article is placed in the foremost part of the book. It is a com-
prehensive discussion on the relevant issues that must be paid due attention in designing high-grade hotel build-
ings, and on the corresponding technical measures that should be taken. It is the most interesting part of this
book.

In the course of editing this book, we have had the warm concern and support from leading cadres of rele-
vant departments. Among them are:Mr. Zhou Yi, Chairman of Sci-tech Publishing Committee, China Publishing
Workers” Association; Mr. Wei Xiao’an, Director of the Travel Agency & Hotel Management Dept., National
Tourism Administration; Ms. Liu Wei, Deputy Director of Division of Hotel Management, National Tourism
Administrdtion.

The main photographers of this book are Li Dongxi, Zhang Zhenguang, Cao Yang and Liu Yuging who
have worked hard and performed valuable service. Most of the photos in the book are taken by them. For this
book, they travelled thoughout China (including Taiwan) for nearly a whole year and achieved fruitful results.
Their spirit of service commands high esteem. Ms. Zhang Huizhen took the tedious job of organizing English
translations and the checking manuscripts. Mr. Zhao Zikuan made the exquisite layout and cover design. They
have all made important contributions to the publishing of this book.

Of course, the key link in the process of publishing this book is the great assistance and support from the
relevant hotels to our photographing and editing work. Without their assistance and support , it would be impos-
sible for this publication to become a reality. As the book is going into press, on behalf of the editing unit and
the photographers, 1'd like to extend my sincere gratitude to the relevant hotels.
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PREFACE

Ever since the year of 1978, the tourism industry has seen tremendous development, and has now become a new in-
dustry of considerable scale, having accumulated 3. 47 billion US dollars in fifteen years. It is playing a more and more
important role in enhancing international exchange, satisfying the people’s growing needs, increasing the nation’s accu-
mulation of funds, stimulating the development of related industries, creating job opportunities and promoting China’s re-
form and open-door policy. According to forecasts made by international tourism associations, by the year 2000, more
than 6 billion people will be taking part in tourist activities, of which, 637 million people will be making international
tours. Undoubtedly, China’s tourism industry will also witness an unprecedented boom. The planned target for the year
2000 is to gain as much as 10 billion US dollars of foreign exchange. It is also expected that domestic tourist activities
will contribute several hundred billion yuan RMB. By then, China will be listed among the world’s tourism giants.

Being an important part of the tourism industry, how is the hotel industry to cope with the new situation and the
forthcoming boom of the tourism industry? How are we to raise the design standard of the hotels, and how are China’s
particular national characteristics to be integrated into our hotels? In what way can we raise the celebrity and competi-
tiveness of our star hotels? All these are important issues in face of our hotel industry.

At present, there are in China over 2,700 hotels designated for foreign tourists. New hotels are increasing at a rate
of over a hundred every year. In the meantime, several hundred existing hotels are being renovated or refurnished every
year. To date, there are 1,596 star hotels, of which, 35 have been graded five-star hotels, 96 four-star ones, 467 three-
star ones, 762 two-star ones and 236 one-star ones. On September 1, 1993, the State Bureau of Technical Supervision
promulgated the National Standard for the Grading of Hotels for Foreign Tourists, which came into force on October
1,1993. This marked a new and higher stage in the development of China’s hotel industry.

In the future, China’s per capita national income will reach a well-off standard by the year of 2000, and by the mid-
dle of the 21st century, she will be able to enter the rank of the medium-developed countries, China’s high speed develop-
ment and her ancient culture of over 5000 years will be a huge magnet to draw tourists from all over the world. It can be
expected that our hotels, either star hotels or ordinary ones, will see an even more significant development in quantity as
well as in quality. In the meantime, our star hotels are already beginning to meet international standards. It is just against
such a background that this beautiful picture album China’s First Class Hotels is published jointly by the National
Tourism Administration and the China Architecture & Building Press. I believe this is highly praise worthy in the sense
that it will introduce to the world the new features of China’s hotel industry. Moreover, it will reflect from one angle the
great changes that have taken place in China. I am sure this album will play a positive role in promoting the development

and management of hotels in China.

[ sincerely wish success of the editing and publication of China’s First Class Hotels .

Liu Yi

Director,

National Tourism Administration
February 11th, 1995
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