X X I X X XX X
rt % % k Kk 4 Kk
* & X X k *x %
r ok & ok h &
X P ok k k Kk %
r****i*

%@?E*ﬂﬁirfﬂﬁ SAT%%*% S ¥
EHRXFERHEFHT. ENRRRABEZELE - BRTFE

ASTUDENT'S HISTORYOF
ES

THEUNITED STAT

[(X]IZRE - &RT /&




%I%ﬁmi@

(P2 ALTE M)

STUDENT’S HISTORYOF,
THEUNITED STATE

[X]EEE - KT /& ¥FR/F

Ktk 2 FHERe I ek






WAR AND PEACE, 1812~1829
RFE5MT(1812~1829 £ )




Books for Study and Reading

* * *

References.—Higginson’s Larger History, 365-442; Scribner’s Popular
History, 1V; Lossing’s Field-Book of the War of 1812; Coffin’s Building the
Nation, 149-231.
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CHAPTER 25

THE SECOND WAR OF INDEPENDENCE, 1812~1815

RIS (1812~1815 £ )

260. Plan of Campaign, 1812.—The American plan of campaign was

American plan
of campaign,

that General Hull should invade Canada from Detroit. He could then 1812,

march eastward, north of Lake Erie, and meet another army which was to
cross the Niagara River. These two armies were to take up the eastward
march and join a third army from New York. The three armies then would
capture Montreal and Quebec and generally all Canada. It was a splendid
plan. But there were three things in the way of carrying it out: (i) there
was no trained American army; (2) there were no supplies for an army oObjections to it
when gathered and trained; and (3) there was a small, well-trained and

well-supplied army in Canada.

261. Hull’s Surrender of Detroit, 1812.—In those days Detroit

Hull’s march to

was separated from the settled parts of Ohio by two hundred miles of Pe™it

wilderness. To get his men and supplies to Detroit, Hull had first of all to
cut a road through the forest. The British learned of the actual declaration

of war before Hull knew of

it. They dashed down on his
scattered detachments and His misfortunes
seized his provisions. Hull sent
out expedition after expedition

to gather supplies and bring in

DETROIT, ABOUT 1815.
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the scattered settlers. Tecumthe and the other Indian allies of the British
captured one expedition after another. The British advanced on Detroit,
and Hull surrendered. By this disaster the British got control of the upper
lakes. They even invaded Ohio.

262. Perry’s Victory on Lake Erie, 1813.—But the British triumph did not last

long. In the winter of 1812-13 Captain
Oliver Hazard Perry built a fleet of
warships on Lake Erie. They were built
of green timber cut for the purpose. They
were poor vessels, but were as good as
the British vessels. In September, 1813,
Perry sailed in search of the British ships.
Coming up with them, he hoisted at his

masthead a large blue flag with Lawrence’s

PERRY'S BATTLE FLAG.

immortal words, “Don’t give up the ship”,

worked upon it. The battle was fiercely fought. Soon Perry’s flagship, the
Lawrence, was disabled and only nine of her crew were uninjured. Rowing to
another ship, Perry continued the fight. In fifteen minutes more all the British
ships surrendered. The control of Lake Erie was now in American hands.
The British retreated from the southern side of the lake. General Harrison
occupied Detroit. He then crossed into Canada and defeated a British army

on the banks of the river Thames (October, 1813).

263. The Frigate Constitution.—One of the first vessels to get to
sea was the Constitution, commanded by Isaac Hull. She sailed from
Chesapeake Bay for New York, where she was to serve as a guard-ship.
On the way she fell in with a British squadron. The Constitution sailed on
with the whole British fleet in pursuit. Soon the wind began to die away.

The Constitution’s sails were soaked with water to make them hold the
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wind better. Then the wind
gave out altogether, Captain
Hull lowered his boats and the
men began to tow the ship. But
the British lowered their boats
also. They set a great many
boats to towing their fastest
ship, and she began to gain on
the Constitution. Then Captain

Hull found that he was sailing

over shoal water, although out

THE “CONSTITUTION.”
From an early painting of the escape of
small anchor ahead in a boat. the Constitution from the British fleet. The
men in the boat are preparing to carry out

of sight of land, so he sent a

The anchor was dropped and
a small anchor.

men on the ship pulled in the

anchor line. This was done again and again. The Constitution now began
to gain on the British fleet. Then a sudden squall burst on the ships.
Captain Hull saw it coming and made every preparation to take advantage
of it. When the rain cleared away, the Constitution was beyond fear of
pursuit. But she could not go to New York, so Captain Hull took her to

Boston. The government at once ordered him to stay where he was; but,

before the orders reached Boston, the Constitution was far away.

264. Constitution and Guerriére, 1812.—For some time Hull cruised
about in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. One day he sighted a British frigate—the
Guerriere—one of the ships that had chased the Constitution. But now that
Hull found her alone, he steered straight for her. In thirty minutes from the
firing of the first gun the Guerriére was a ruinous wreck. All of her masts
and spars were shot away and most of her crew were killed or wounded.

The Constitution was only slightly injured, and was soon ready to fight

She escapes.

Constitution
and Guerriére,
1812,
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another British frigate, had there been
one to fight. Indeed, the surgeons of

the Constitution went on board of the

Guerriere to help dress the wounds of
the British seamen. The Guerriére was
a little smaller than the Constitution and
had smaller guns. But the real reason for
this great victory was that the American
ship and the American guns were very

much better handled than were the British

ship and the British guns.

265. The Wasp and the Frolic,
1812.—At almost the same time the

American ship Wasp captured the British

brig Frolic. The Wasp had three masts, and the Frolic had only two masts.
But the two vessels were really of about the same size, as the American ship
was only five feet longer than her enemy, and had the lighter guns. In a few
minutes after the beginning of the fight the Frolic was a shattered hulk, with
only one sound man on her deck. Soon after the conflict a British battleship
came up and captured both the Wasp and her prize. The effect of these
victories of the Constitution and the Wasp was tremendous. Before the war
British naval officers had called the Constitution “a bundle of sticks.” Now
it was thought to be no longer safe for British frigates to sail the seas alone.
They must go in pairs to protect each other from "Old Ironsides." Before
long the Constitution, now commanded by Captain Bainbridge, had captured
the British frigate Java, and the frigate United States, Captain Decatur, had
taken the British ship Macedonian. On the other hand, the Chesapeake was
captured by the Shannon. This victory gave great satisfaction to the British.

But Captain Lawrence’s last words, “Don’t give up the ship,” have always



ME 5T (1812~1829 £ ) 579

PARTIX WAR AND PEACE, 1812~1829

been a glorious inspiration to American sailors.

266. Brown’s Invasion of Canada, 1814.—In the first two years of the war
the American armies in New York had done nothing. But abler men were
now in command. Of these, General Jacob Brown, General Macomb, Colonel
Winfield Scott, and Colonel Ripley deserve to be remembered. The American
plan of campaign was that Brown, with Scott and Ripley, should cross the
Niagara River and invade Canada. General Macomb, with a naval force under
McDonough, was to hold the line of Lake Champlain. The British plan was
to invade New York by way of Lake Champlain. Brown crossed the Niagara
River and fought two brilliant battles at Chippewa and Lundy’s Lane. The
latter battle was especially glorious because the Americans captured British
guns and held them against repeated attacks by British veterans. In the end,

however, Brown was obliged to retire.

267. McDonough’s Victory at Plattsburg, 1814.—General Prevost, with a
fine army of veterans, marched southward from Canada, while a fleet sailed
up Lake Champlain. At Plattsburg, on the western side of the lake, was General
Macomb with a force of American soldiers. Anchored before the town was
McDonough’s fleet. Prevost attacked Macomb’s army and was driven back.
The British fleet attacked McDonough’s vessels and was destroyed. That put
an end to Prevost’s invasion. He retreated back to Canada as fast as he

could go.

268. The British in the Chesapeake, 1814.—Besides their operations on
the Canadian frontier, the British tried to capture New Orleans and the cities
on Chesapeake Bay. The British landed below Washington. They marched to
the capital. They entered Washington. They burned the Capitol, the White
House, and several other public buildings. They then hurried away, leaving

their wounded behind them. Later on the British attacked Baltimore and were

Plan of
campaign, 1814.

Battle of
Lundy’s Lane,
1814.

Invasion of
New York.

Battle of
Plattsburg,
1814.

Burning of
Washington,
1814.
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beaten off with great loss. It
was at this time that Francis
Scott Key wrote "The Star-
Spangled Banner." He was
detained on board one of the

British warships during the

fight. Eagerly he watched

FORT McHENRY

through the smoke for a
glimpse of the flag over Fort McHenry at the harbor’s mouth. In the morning
the flag was still there. This defeat closed the British operations on the
Chesapeake.

269. The Creek War.—The Creek Indians lived in Alabama. They saw
with dismay the spreading
settlements of the whites. The
Americans were now at war.
It would be a good chance to
destroy them. So the Creeks fell

upon the whites and murdered

about four hundred. General
Andrew Jackson of Tennessee FLAG OF FT. McHENRY.

commanded the American army Fifteen stars and fifteen stripes,

one of each for each state.
in the Southwest. As soon as he
knew that the Creeks were attacking the settlers, he gathered soldiers and
followed the Indians to their stronghold. He stormed their fort and killed

most of the garrison.

270. Jackson’s Defense of New Orleans, 1814-15.—Jackson had scarcely
finished this work when he learned of the coming of a great British

expedition to the mouth of the Mississippi River. He at once hastened to
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the defense of New Orleans. Below the city the country greatly favored ‘1'7’:;011‘7””
the defender. For there was very little solid ground except along the
river’s bank. Picking out an especially narrow place, Jackson built a
breastwork of cotton bales and rubbish. In front of the breastwork he
dug a deep ditch. The British rushed to the attack. Most of their generals
were killed or wounded, and the slaughter was terrible. Later, they made

another attack and were again beaten off.

BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS.
From a sketch by one of Jackson's staff.

271. The War on the Sea, 1814.—It was only in the first year or SO Naval combat
of the war that there was much fighting between American and British e
warships. After that the American ships could not get to sea, for the
British stationed whole fleets off the entrances to the principal harbors.

But a few American vessels ran the blockade and did good service. For
instance, Captain Charles Stewart in the Constitution captured two British

ships at one time. But most of the warships that got to sea were captured

sooner or later.

272. The Privateers.—No British fleets could keep the privateers from The privateers

Hero Tales,

leaving port. They swarmed upon the ocean and captured hundreds of British 129-136.

merchantmen, some of them within sight of the shores of Great Britain. In
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all, they captured more than twenty-five hundred British ships. They even

fought the smaller warships of the enemy.

273. Treaty of Ghent, 1814.—The war had hardly begun before commissioners
to treat for peace were appointed by both the United States and Great Britain.
But they did nothing until the failure of the 1814 campaign showed the
British government that there was no hope of conquering any portion of the
United States. Then the British were ready enough to make peace, and a
treaty was signed at Ghent in December, 1814. This was two weeks before
the British disaster at New Orleans occurred, and months before the news of
it reached Europe. None of the things about which the war was fought were
even mentioned in the treaty. But this did not really make much difference.
For the British had repealed their orders as to American ships before the news
of the declaration of war reached London. As for impressment, the guns of

the Constitution had put an end to that.

- S

THE OLD STATE HOUSE.

Where the Hartford Convention met.
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274. The Hartford Convention, 1814.—While

New England

s 3 : Federalists.
the New commissioners were talking over the

treaty of peace, other debaters were discussing the
war, at Hartford, Connecticut. These were leading
New England Federalists. They thought that the

government at Washington had done many things

that the Constitution of the United States did not A repuBLICAN SQUIB
permit it to do. They drew up a set of resolutions. ON THE HARTFORD
Some of these read like those other resolutions CONVENTION.
drawn up by Jefferson and Madison in 1798. The Hartford debaters also
thought that the national government had not done enough to protect the
coasts of New England from British attacks. They proposed, therefore,
that the taxes collected by the national government in New England
should be handed over to the New England states to use for their defense.
Commissioners were actually at Washington to propose this division of the
national revenue when news came of Jackson’s victory at New Orleans and
of the signing of the Treaty of Ghent. The commissioners hastened home and Hartford

Convention,

the Republican party regained its popularity with the voters. 1814.

275. Gains of the War.—The United States gained no territory after Gainsofthe
all this fighting on sea and land. It did not even gain the abolition of "
impressment in so many words. But what was of far greater importance,
the American people began to think of itself as a nation. Americans no
longer looked to France or to England as models to be followed. They

became Americans. The getting of this feeling of independence and of

The American
nation.

nationality was a very great step forward. It is right, therefore, to speak of

this war as the Second War of Independence.
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The aim of this book is to tell in a simple and concise form the story of the founding and development
of the United States. The study of the history of one’s own country is a serious matter, and should be
entered upon by the text-book writer, by the teacher, and by the pupil in a serious spirit, even to a greater
extent than the study of language or of arithmetic. No effort has been made, therefore, to make out of this
text-book a story book. This book is pure and simple, and should be used as a text-book, to be studied
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diligently by the pupil and expounded carefully by the teacher.
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