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Abstract

Abstract

Agriculture 1s the world’s most foundamental industry, providing food,
clothing and raw materials for other industries. Due to the difference n natural
resources availability, trade in agncultural products came into existence even n
preindustrial times. Accompanied by the globalization, agricultural trade increased
greatly. The existence of GATT/WTO is to promote agncultural trade liberahization
and ensure Agriculture security. However, it becomes a major problem to be
solved by the international trade law under WTO frame work as how to increase and
promote free trade in agricultural products and, at the same time, without
endangering any country’s safety in agriculture.

The Agreement on Agriculture 1s an 1international treaty of the World Trade
Organization, negotiated during the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on
Tanffs and Trade. Article 5 provides the Agreement have been converted into an
ordinary customs duty and which 1s designated in its Schedule with the symbol
“SSG” as being the subject of a concession in respect of which the provisions of
this Article may be invoked under certain conditions. At Doha Round negotiation,
the G33, which is a group of over 40 developing countries concerned about the
effects of liberalization on small farmers, presents proposal on Special Safeguard
Mechanism (SSM) .

This book analyses the institutional and legal reasons that SSG and SSM
proposed considering the relationship between trade hberahizaton and trade
liberalization of agriculture at first. Secondly, 1t reviews the domestic legislation mn
the main members and the cases of WTO, providing the reference and inspiration
for negotiations and construction of SSM. Thirdly, 1t finds the ways out of the
impasse 1n the negotiations and forecasts the trend of SSM negotiations, focusing
on the positions about SSM. Finally, it expounds China’s attitude and position 1n
the SSM negotiations and put forward the suggestions on dealing with international

and domestic challenges by SSM
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The book 1s divided into six parts:

Part 1discusses the WTO agnicultural trade rules and exceptions, analyses the
legal reasons that SSG proposed on the background of agricultural trade
liberalization and details the SSG comprehensively.

Part 2 ponts out the theoretical basis for SSM from substantial fair 1n
agricultural trade and food secunty for developing members by Analyzing the
reasons SSM put forward and comparing SSM with other rules.

Part 3 compares different domestic legislations on agriculture safeguard in key
members of the WTO and analyses WTO case law of Safeguard Measures involved
n agnculture. It discusses, from a positivishic angle, the problems of SSG in
domestic legislation and WTO case law, so as to provide basis of judgment and
references for China’s legislation.

Part 4 analyzes the focus on SSM negotiations and the parties’ positions 1n the
negotiations by reviewing the main course of SSM negotiations, according to the
development of international trade of agricultural products after SSM proposed.

Part 5 discusses the political, economic and legal constraints on SSM, finds
the ways out of the impasse 1n the negotiations and forecasts the trend of SSM
negotiations because of restarting and accelerating SSM negotiations urgently.

Part 6 examines the fulfillment of WTO rules by China and expounds the
China’s object, attitude, position and strategies 1n the SSM negotiations and put

forward the suggestions on dealing with international and domestic challenges by

SSM.
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