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Is 1t HOT or COOL?

What's HOT, what’s not? HOT stuff,
COOL people; HOT news, COOL ideas... What's COOL
can become HOT and vice versa. Can people be both
HOT and COOL? A COOL person Tends to keep up with
what’s HOT and what’s COOL in thei life,

Nowadays we often hear the expression, “This is hot stuff.”

meaning something that a lot of people talk about or want to get
hold of. Am I right?

‘ @& LMY Yes, but it also has another meaning. It could mean that it is stolen.

“Hot stuff” can mean that people are looking for it because it
was stolen, so you want to get rid of it as soon as possible before
anyone discovers you have it. I guess the difference depends on
the situation—the people talking and the item(s) being discussed. I
prefer to think of “hot stuff” as something “cool”.

Suhua That’s interesting. Probably I should say dot com was very HOT in
the 90’s, that is, many people wanted to go into this field. Can we
say dot com was COOL?



Yes, we can say both. Dot com was really HOT in the 90’s, and

many people tried to make a lot of money. Some people succeeded
because they had some COOL ideas. We could reverse it and say,
“Dot com was really COOL in the 90’s, and many people tried to
make a lot of money. Some people succeeded because they had
some HOT ideas.” HOT ideas would be ideas that become very
popular. COOL ideas would be clever or creative ideas.

@Suhua That sounds COOL and a bit of brain twisting. I wish I could think

of some HOT or COOL ideas so that I could make a lot of money.
With the development of the Internet, computers can do more and
more COOL things, such as buying and selling, banking, teaching,
learning, arranging travel, chatting, making phone calls, sending

camera images... It’s incredible!

Wow!

% q*v’ He's so COOL!

i

¢

|

@& AT At first I thought computers were bothersome, but now I think they

are really COOL. I love being able to go online and research topics

at my fingertips. I love being able to talk to friends around the

world. I’'m not sure now how I could live without a computer.



@Suhua I also heard people using HOT and COOL to refer to a person.
What’s the difference between someone who is COOL and someone
who is HOT?

(@k WY Whew! A HOT person is someone who is really sexy—female or
male. A COOL person is someone who is really nice, aware of who
he or she is, and aware of others—someone who dresses very well
and is in tune with the times—a good all-around person.

? .

S CPLYEY 1 sece. I should say Brad Pitt is HOT; he’s the guy who played
Achilles in the movie Troy. My son goes nuts about him. And in the
mind of many young Chinese, Wang Fei is the COOLest pop singer
in China. Can you think of a person who is both HOT and COOL,

Susan?

@& APV Well, who is COOL and who is HOT becomes a matter of personal
choice. I think your selections have some universal HOT and COOL
appeal. I'm trying to think of someone who fits both categories.
Maybe Marilyn Monroe is considered both COOL and HOT. Some
people think that Nicole Kidman is both COOL and HOT. I think
maybe Kate Winslet fits both categories for me. As far as guys are
concerned, COOL and HOT never remain constant. I am always
changing my mind. Oh, I just thought of someone, Colin Firth. He
played the lawyer, Bridget’s boyfriend in Bridget Jones’ Diary.

Wow, so many big names! Nicole Kidman is that tall, slender blonde

who acted in a lot of movies such as Cold Mountain and Moulin
Rouge and whose name often appears in the entertainment news. I
agree with you that she’s both HOT and COOL. She is the ex-wife
of Tom Cruise, another HOT and COOL guy for many people. I like
Kate Winslet too. She became well known after the movie Titanic.
What a pity I haven’t seen any of Colin Firth’s movies. Do you have
a picture of him? I’d like to see what your COOL and HOT guy
looks like.



You can find his picture on the Internet. Maybe at first glance you

might not agree with my COOL and HOT description, but when he
acts, he is COOL and HOT.

m Well, English is fascinating. Thank you for your illuminating

explanations. So much for HOT and COOL for the time being. Let’s think
of some other COOL words for our next chat. It’s great fun talking
to you. Until next time.

(@& AUV Yeah, I like the idea of examining words that appear to be

opposite like COOL and HOT and finding that sometimes they are
interchangeable.

D

1. Many people watched the Beijing Olympic Games during August
of 2008. It was a HOT month for sports.

2. While a HOT sports car is fast and responsive', a COOL sports
car is excellent and first-rate.

3. As Britain gets HOTter than Casablanca and Rio de Janeiro with
temperatures soaring beyond 30°C, the British government issued
a “KEEP YOUR COOL” warning.?

4. That HOT sports car is worth a COOL (full) million.

5. John's a COOL (attractive, and socially adept) dude’; Mary’s dress
is really COOL (fashionable); they really make a HOT couple.

1. responsive: R,
2. Casablanca: FFEHZF, BRI EILERAT; Rio de Janeiro: BAHRK A, EEEERET,
3. dude: F{Ko



S

“Love is like swallowing HOT
chocolate before it has COOLed

off. It takes you by surprise at “Coach always tells us to keep
first, but keeps you warm for a a COOL head in a HOT game.”
long time. ——Sophia Young (RIEH-15, £ERFEAR
—Unknown EXFHRRMAENR)

“It's HOT, it's damn
HOT here, but we have to
stand it here for our land to
COOL down.”
——Sondhi Limthongkul (#kBEiA, =E
ZEAXF) “Television is a COOL
medium, we learned more than
40 years ago, one that requires no
effort on the part of the consumer.
The Internet is a HOT medium, one that
is defined by the effort exerted* by the
consumer. The more effective learning is
going to occur in the HOT medium, not
the cold one.”
——Frank Saia (=7 -EF T, ZEFEM
“Southwest.com is W)
the gateway for HOT fares
and COOL destinations. We
are offering super low fares across
our system and highlighting additional
savings to select destinations.”
——Kevin Krone (F1X-52 88, Southwest.com
WS REHREEE)

4. exert: izfH, R,



The BIG and SMALL of It
<7<1-71-, ANFIEE

How come BIG people enjoy SMALL
talk while SMALL people like to talk BIG? £ven
though some people come from SMALL towns, they
can dream BIG, Never forget SMALL words; they

play a BIG part in every language.

I saw an ad the other day as I was surfing the Internet: “To save
BIG”. It’s the word BIG here that caught my eye. We tend to believe
that we know perfectly well the meanings of such basic words. But
these seemingly SMALL words usually have BIG meanings.

@& A0 Well, in the case of the ad you’re talking about, the meaning is very

clear to me, “To save BIG” means “to save a lot of money”. I have
never heard anyone say, “I saved BIG.” I think it’s poetic license'
for advertisers. People are more inclined to say, “I saved BIG
money.” It’s no SMALL thing to save BIG.

If we look in the dictionary we’ll find that the SMALLer the words,

" the longer the entries. These words are so active and productive that

1. poetic license: FFEIEEME, IEHFRP A Z—RIBFANGTIXNEH,

6



dictionaries keep adding new meanings and usages. People rarely
say, “I saved BIG.” But do you not often say, “eat BIG,” “win BIG,”
or “lose BIG?”

(@& NS 1 have heard “win BIG” but not “eat BIG.” I guess if “win BIG”
is common, there must be a “lose BIG” not far behind though I
don’t think it is as common as “win BIG.” This is an interesting
conversation because when I think of BIG and SMALL, I am
inclined to think of a more hip-hop usage or something a little

more contemporary.

What’s a hip-hop usage?

@‘» Susan

Well, there was a well-known rap artist named BIGgy SMALL:s,
but he was a bit of a gangster and was killed. Let’s see—expressions
like, “That’s BIG of you.” meaning that’s generous or considerate
of you, and “Don’t be so SMALL.” meaning you are being petty.
“SMALL-time” means that the person is insignificant, and “BIG-
time” means just the opposite. The person is influential.

Does hip-hop mean rap? I still don’t know what hip-hop is. I like
the name BIGgy SMALLs. It’s witty though it sounds paradoxical.
This is also a special way of combining words—words of opposite

meanings put together.

@& LIPS Hip-hop is a culture and rap is part of that culture according to one

Website. It’s the music of the culture. As far as combining words
that are opposites. I think they are called oxymorons like jumbo
shrimp and pretty ugly,” but let’s get back to BIG and SMALL.
“SMALL potatoes” is an expression that has nothing to do with
potafoes. “SMALL potatoes” means it’s not important, so don’t

worry about it.

2. oxymoron /,oksi'moiron/: FERBE, Wil; jumbo: $X (5) £Y; shrimp: /iR,



@Suhua I’ve heard this expression before. I wonder how “SMALL potatoes”
came to mean “not important.” I know in the old days potatoes used to
be the staple food’ for the Irish and some American people. Because
small potatoes were not as attractive as big ones, so people simply
threw them away instead of eating them. Well, that’s my wild guess.

@& WY 1 looked on the Internet for some reference to the origin of “SMALL

potatoes,” but the only thing I could find was that the expression is
fairly recent. I did find something that said the SMALL potatoes used
to be tossed into the pig trough* as they were considered worthless.

The atmospheric con-
ditions have been very @
R unfavorable lately.

words,BIG words
bother me.

So my guess is not groundless. Let’s go back to “BIG-time” and
“SMALL-time”. Let me think of some BIG-time people. Well, Michael
Jordan is certainly a BIG-time basketball player, and Zhang Yimou is a
BIG-time film director. There are always BIG-time people in whatever
society, but I guess most of us are SMALL-time.

3. staple food: &,
4. trough /tro:f/: {F¥I1E,



@& AWEGS 1 think you're right. There are many SMALL-time people who take
themselves as BIG-time, and certainly there are those with BIG
mouths. If you have a BIG mouth, you talk too much and say things
you shouldn’t be saying, like telling a secret that you are supposed
to keep to yourself.

Suhua A BIG mouth is certainly not welcome in many cases. And there
are also those who talk BIG but live SMALL.

@& SRS After a while it becomes difficult to distinguish one from the other
with people who are BIG pretending to be SMALL, and those who
are SMALL putting on a BIG act.

Suhua While talking BIG is not recommended, thinking SMALL

sometimes can be harmful. As a recent news headline states, “Two
Congressmen Think SMALL, Leaving Nation at Risk.”

@& RIS Great example. According to this news story, it was recommended
by the 9/11 Commission to reorganize all the intelligence groups in
the US government so that information could be easily exchanged
to increase the strength of intelligence gathering. However, these
two Congressmen were not thinking about the recommendations
and the good of the country; they were more concerned about their
self-interests. They were not thinking BIG for the benefit of the
country. They were thinking SMALL—thinking about protecting
themselves. Fortunately, the bill finally got passed despite their
difficulty in seeing the BIG picture.

Suhua On the other hand, it seems a popular practice for IT and the rest
of the business world to “think SMALL.” At least, this is what
the news reports leading us to believe. Just take a look at some of
the news headlines: “Tech’s BIG boys take a fancy to the SMALL
business; Think SMALL Grow BIG.”



I don’t think they are thinking SMALL when they purchase and
absorb a SMALL business. I think they are thinking very BIG

with the idea of dominance in an ever-changing industry world.
Well, I guess that’s the BIG and SMALL of it for now. I think we
have managed to present the ever-confusing world of those simple
adjectives—BIG and SMALL. Hopefully we have shed a little light
on their usage.

D

1. She was up until the SMALL hours® of the morning trying to
finish her essay.

2. They're BIG (important) in Japan, but no one's heard of
them here.

3. Grunge music’® was very BIG (popular) in the early 1990s.

4. If you can help us IN A SMALL WAY (to a limited degree) it
would be greatly appreciated.

5. The new Schwarzenegger’ movie will be the Hollywood BIGGIE
(something very important) this summer.

5. small hours: & R4

6. grunge music: HIRIFRE, RET0thL/A\A+ERH—FMERE, HEZNESBERZRE
ko

7. Schwarzenegger: ME¥4&, ZEEEFZ AR, WEXEMMMK.
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