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UNIT ONE FAMILY LOVE

1 Dad Sure Could Play that Mandolin

1 My father was a self-taught mandolin player. He
was one of the best string instrument players in our town.
He could not read music, but if he heard a tune a few
times, he could play it. When he was younger, he was a
member of a small country music band. They would play at
local dances and on a few occasions would play for the local
radio station. He often told us how he had auditioned and
earned a position in a band that featured Patsy Cline as their
lead singer. He told the family that after he was hired he
never went back. Dad was a very religious man. He stated
that there was a lot of drinking and cursing the day of his
audition and he did not want to be around that type of

environment.

2 Occasionally, Dad would get out his mandolin and
play for the family. We three children: Trisha, Monte and
I, George Jr. , would often sing along. Songs such as the
Tennessee Waltz, Harbor Lights and around Christmas
“ Silver

Bells, Silver Bells, it’s Christmas time in the city” would

time, the well-known rendition of Silver Bells.

ring throughout the house. One of Dad’s favorite hymns was
“The Old Rugged Cross”. We learned the words to the
hymn when we were very young, and would sing it with Dad
when he would play and sing. Anocther song that was often
shared in our house was a song that accompanied the Walt

Disney series: Davey Crockett. Dad only had to hear the

mandolin / meenda’lin / n. R 42 —F
SRYERE, BREEHFERM, XE
H-BRRABRARARDEREE, &%
HESEEQTROES, KB TR
HEFFRIR, —REAORIOE
Z, RERL ) RE 5%, RREA—BH4ES
BERBRI, AHFTEXMNARFR
£, 2HEHE,

audition / o:'difan / v. Fif

Pasty Cline # 4% 20 # % 5060 K%
—REHRE - X8, B2E Vignia
Patterson Hensley, 1932 £9 A8 g 4 T
hEREM,

rendition / ren’difon / n. £ %, W8
hymn / him / n. %%, 2%
accompany / 3'kompani / v. &K
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sohg twice before he learned it well enough to play it.
“Davey, Davey Crockett, King of the Wild Frontier” was a
favorite song for the family. He knew we enjoyed the song
and the program and would often get out the mandolin after
the program was over. I could never get over how he could
play the songs so well after only hearing them a few times. |
loved to sing, but I never learned how to play the mandolin.

This is something I regret to this day.

3 Dad loved to play the mandolin for his family. He
knew we enjoyed singing, and hearing him play. He was
like that. If he could give pleasure to others, he would,
especially his family. He was always there, sacrificing his
time and efforts to see that his family had enough in their
life. I had to mature into a man and have children of my

own before I realized how much he had sacrificed.

4 1 joined the United States Air Force in January of
1962. Whenever I would come home on leave, I would ask
Dad to play the mandolin. Nobody played the mandolin like
my father. He could touch your soul with the tones that
came out of that old mandolin. He seemed to shine when he
was playing. You could see his pride in his ability to play so

well for his family.

5 When Dad was younger, he worked for his father
on the farm. His father was a farmer and sharecropped a
farm for the man who owned the property. In 1950, our
family moved from the farm. Dad had gained employment at
the local limestone quarry. When the quarry closed in
August of 1957, he had to seek other employment. He
worked for Owens Yacht Company in Dundalk, Maryland
and for Todd Steel in Point of Rocks, Maryland. While

working at Todd Steel, he was involved in an accident. His

sacrifice / 'seckrifais / v. %%, #&HF

Air Force %%
on leave JfEiRME P

limestone / 'laimstoun / n. L& %G

quarry / 'kari/ n. RBY%, BF
Maryland / 'meorilond / n. B ¥ 2 H, 43
TERAS, ABELE, FHuhed
W, HAR 2 AHRPCROERLT, M
RETFRAZXAMT, BEZEMERGRK
TEROFEFELELHRSO AL, MHT
FLMCROE - RBRHRALE,
conveyor / kan'veia / n. #rif ¥

welder / 'welds / n. R4 T

mash / me[ / v. d&- PR MK

amputate / ‘empjuteit / v. AR
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job was to roll angle iron onto a conveyor so that the welders
farther up the production line would have it to complete their
job. On this particular day, Dad got the index finger of his
left hand mashed between two pieces of steel. The doctor
who operated on the finger could not save it, and Dad ended
up having the tip of the finger amputated. He didn’t lose
enough of the finger where it would stop him picking up
anything, but it did impact his ability to play the mandolin.

6 After the accident, Dad was reluctant to play the
mandolin. He felt that he could not play as well as he had
before the accident. When I came home on leave and asked
him to play he would make excuses for why he couldn’t
play. Eventually, we would wear him down and he would
say “Okay, but remember, I can’t hold down on the strings
the way I used to” or “Since the accident to this finger I
can’t play as good”. For the family it didnt make any
difference that Dad couldn’t play as well. We were just glad
that he would play. When he played the old mandolin it
would carry us back to a cheerful, happier time in our
lives. “ Davey, Davey Crockett, King of the Wild
Frontier” , would again be heard in the little town of
Bakerton, West Virginia.

7 In August of 1993 my father was diagnosed with
inoperable lung cancer. He chose not to receive chemotherapy
treatments so that he could live out the rest of his life in
dignity. About a week before his death, we asked Dad if he
would play the mandolin for us. He made excuses but said
“okay”. He knew it would probably be the last time he
would play for us. He tuned up the old mandolin and played
a few notes. When I looked around, there was not a dry eye
in the family. We saw before us a quiet humble man with an

inner strength that comes from knowing God, and living with

West Virginia / ‘west vo'dzimnia / n. &% &
REH, BRAPTREMHGH —# 5,
1861 ik, AR—M, —AFZF=+
BRAEAE=Z+TEMN, MARZEEHK
(Charleston) , AMAAEM, X d ik
REBLE2-M, A5 hBEHAAELTR
BH, BERTHLRRTR=M, 4L
TL£RAFAHFLREAH—AH, £ G
BRLARAR, LR, EHARFF
L3, EEMEFIWF,

diagnose / 'daiognouz / v. #BF
chemotherapy / kizmou’ Gerapi / n. 4L #
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him in one’s life. Dad would never play the mandolin for us
again. We felt at the time that he wouldn’t have enough
strength to play, and that makes the memory of that day
even stronger. Dad was doing something he had done all his
life, giving. As sick as he was, he was still pleasing others.

Dad sure could play that Mandolin!

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

L. Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.

1.

What is the main idea of the passage?

A) Dad was a string instrument player and earned a position in a famous music band.
B) Dad liked to play mandolin in his spare time and enjoyed the time with his family.
C) Dad had an accident and afterwards he could not play mandolin any more.

D) Dad was always giving whatever he could and pleasing others, especially his family.

- Which of the following best explains the sentence “He could touch your soul with the tones

that came out of that old mandolin” ?

A) Dad played the mandolin in a unique way and no one could play like him.

B) Dad often played some songs which were able to arouse deep thinking.

C) Dad enjoyed playing the mandolin so much that he seemed to merge together with it.

D) Dad was adept at playing the mandolin and the family often got moved by the music.

According to the passage, why did Dad make excuses for why he couldn’t play?

A) He was ashamed of having failed playing the mandolin for long.

B) He felt that he could not offer as much as happiness he had before the accident.

C) He was reluctant to play the mandolin any more.

D) He didn’t feel comfortable with the mandolin ever after the accident.

Which of the following is NOT true based on the passage?

A) When Dad played for us for the last time, he was too weak to play a whole piece of
music.

B) All of us in the family were deeply moved by Dad’s last performance.

C) In his life Dad was always showing his willingness to cooperate with others.

D) Dad surely could play as well as he had before in our heart.

. Which is the closest in meaning of the word “accompany” in paragraph 27

A) happen B) follow
C) accomplish D) appear
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II. In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the

questions.

For questions 1 -7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;

NG (for NOT GIVEN)  if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

1.

After he earned a position in a famous band, Dad never went back to the small town.
(Y] [N] [NG]
Dad could play the songs so well after only hearing them just a few times.
(Y] [N] [NG]
. I didn’t realize how much Dad had sacrificed until I have children of my own.
[Y] [N] [NG]

4. Dad played that mandolin as well as he did before the accident. [Y] [N] [NG]

7.
8.

9

. The songs Dad played brought us back to the cheerful times in our lives.

[Y] [N] [NG]
“Davey, Davey Crockett, King of the Wild Frontier” was a popular song nationwide.

[Y] [N] [NG]
Dad was diagnosed with incurable lung cancer. [Y] [N] [NG]
He was always there, to see that his family had enough in their life.

. Dad lost but it would not stop him picking up anything.

10. What Dad had been doing all his life was
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2 The Seven Ravens

1 There was once a man who had seven sons, and
still he had no daughter, however much he and his wife
wished for one. But at length their wish was granted, and a
little daughter came to them. The joy was great, but the
child was sickly and small, and had to be privately baptized
on account of its weakness. The father sent one of the boys
in haste to the spring to fetch water for the baptism. The
other six went with him, and as each of them Wanted to be
first to fill it, the jug fell into the well. There they stood and
did not know what to do, and none of them dared to go
home. As they still did not return, the father grew
impatient, and said, “They have certainly forgotten it for
some game, the wicked boys!” He became afraid that the
girl would have to die without being baptized, and in his
anger cried, “I wish the boys were all turned into ravens. ”
Hardly was the word spoken before he heard a whirring of
wings over his head in the air, looked up and saw seven
coal-black ravens flying away. The parents could not recall
the curse, and however sad they were at the loss of their
seven sons, they still to some extent comforted themselves
with their dear litile daughter, who soon grew strong and
every day became more beautiful. For a long time she did
not know that she had had brothers, for her parents were
careful not to mention them before her, but one day she
accidentally heard some people saying of herself “that the
girl was certainly beautiful, but that in reality she was to
blame for the misfortune which had befallen her seven
brothers. ” Then she was much troubled, and went to her
father and mother and asked if it was true that she had had
brothers, and what had become of them? The parents by

then dared keep the secret no longer, but said that what had

grant / graint / v. B & T R AHF

wicked / 'wikid / a. BBHY, WAL

a whirring of —Mfef

blame / bleim / v. # 4%, JE&, BRET
befall / bi'fo:l /v, MBI RAKLE, X4
trace / treis / v. £ F, &

keepsake / ‘kiipseik / n. L&

pitcher / 'pitfo / n. #

provision / pra’vizon / n. 45, ##
weariness / 'widrinis / n. &

devour / di'vaua / v. R AL, HH
malicious / ma'lifas / a. H& &4

thou hast, thou canst, thy A& E X P, 3
MREAsvth B R, KEst/th 2485
AR E L FHE, BF “hast”., “canst” %
AARKEG I “has” | “can”, AEFEL
g4y “thou” R ZAREEH “You”, 3
S “thee” ZF %X F “thou” # £
KX, “thy” R “thou” #§FF A #, “thine”
R “thou” M ARK, WELA “U you
has not that drumstick, you cannot open the
Glass Mountain, and in the Glass Mountain are

your brothers. ”



befallen her brothers was the will of Heaven, and that her
birth had only been the innocent cause. But the maiden laid
it to heart daily, and thought she must deliver her brothers.
She had no rest or peace until she set out secretly, and went
forth into the wide world to trace her brothers and set them
free, let it cost what it might. She took nothing with her but
a little ring belonging to her parents as a keepsake, a loaf of
bread against hunger, a little pitcher of water against thirst,
and a little chair as a provision against weariness; and went
continually onwards, far, far to the very end of the world.
Then she came to the sun, but it was too hot and terrible,
and devoured the little child. Hastily she ran away, and ran
to the moon, but it was far too cold, and also awful and
malicious, and when it saw the child, it said, “I smell, I
smell the flesh of men.” On this she ran swifily away, and
came to the stars, which were kind and good to her, and
each of them sat on its own particular little chair. But the
morning star arose, and gave her the drumstick of a
chicken, and said, “If thou hast not that drumstick, thou
canst not open the Glass Mountain, and in the GClass

Mountain are thy brothers. ”

2 The maiden took the drumstick, wrapped it carefully
in a cloth, and went onwards again until she came to the Glass
Mountain. The door was shut, and she thought she would
take out the drumstick; but when she undid the cloth, it
was empty, and she had lost the good star’s present. What
was she going to do? She wished to rescue her brothers, and
had no key to the Glass Mountain. The good sister took a
knife , cut off one of her little fingers, put it in the door, and
succeeded in opening it. When she had gone inside, a little
dwarf came to meet her, who said, “My child, what are you

” &

looking for? I am looking for my brothers, the seven

ravens,” she replied. The dwarf said, “The lord ravens are

2 The Seven Ravens * 7 *

wrap / rep/v. &, EXH

undo / an'dur /' v. MF (%, S ¥), ¥
(LK, 133HF)

dwarf /dwoif / n. (HiE P8 AR
A

morsel / 'mosal / n. ¥, —B (A
£4)
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not at home, but if you will wait here until they come, step
in. 7 Thereupon the little dwarf carried the ravens’ dinner
in, on seven little plates, and in seven little glasses, and
the little sister ate a morsel from each plate, and from each
little glass she took a sip, but in the last little glass she
dropped the ring which she had brought with her.

3  Suddenly she heard a whirring of wings and a
rushing through the air, and then the little dwarf said,
“Now the lord ravens are flying home. ” Then they came,
and wanted to eat and drink, and looked for their little
plates and glasses. Then said one after the other, “Who has
eaten something from my plate? Who has drunk out of my
little glass? It was a humah mouth. ” And when the seventh
came to the bottom of the glass, the ring rolled against his
mouth. Then he looked at it, and saw that it was a ring
belonging to his father and mother, and said, “God grant
that our sister may be here, and then we shall be free.”
When the maiden, who was standing behind the door
watching, heard that wish, she came forth, and on this all
the ravens were restored to their human form again. And
they embraced and kissed each other, and went joyfully

home.

restore / res'ta: / v. 4R E R KA
embrace / em’breis / v. ik

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

I. Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.
1. According to the 1st paragraph of the passage, why did the little girl have to be baptized?
A) Because it was a custom in the town that everyone should be baptized after birth.
B) Because her parents wished to give thanks to God for granting a girl to them.
C) Because her parents believed that baptism could bring the child strength and health.
D) Because all of her brothers were baptized in their early years.

2. What does “deliver her brothers” (para. 1) mean? The girl intended to

A) send letters to her brothers

B) rescue her brothers and free them
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C) trace out her brothers and feed them
D) make her apologies to her brothers

3. The maiden succeeded in entering Glass Mountain
A) by opening the door with the drumstick of a chicken
B) by opening the door with another drumstick given by other stars
C) because a little dwarf opened the door
D) by cutting one of her own fingers as the key to the door of Glass Mountain

4. According to the passage, which of the following statements is FALSE?
A) The father never meant to have all the boys turned into ravens.
B) The girl came to know that she was responsible for the misfortune of her brothers by

chance.

C) The girl underwent great hardship before she found her brothers finally.
D) Meeting their younger sister, seven boys were not excited and happy at all.

5. From the story, we can infer that
A) the parents did not like seven boys for they were very naughty
B) the misfortune befalling seven boys did bring out an opportunity to show kindness and

love in the family
C) the girl was determined to set free her brothers no matter what she might come across
D) the dwarf was a servant in Glass Mountain
II. In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the

questions.

For questions 1 -7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.
1. This fairy story mainly tells about seven boys became ravens because of their wicked
behavior. [Y] [N] [NG]
2. The parents of seven boys were so desperate since they lost their children for ever.
Y] IN] [NG]
3. The parents had never told the girl about her brothers before. (Y] [N] [NG]
4. The girl got her parents’ permission to trace her brothers and save them. [Y] [N] [NG]
5. The girl didn’t suffer any hardship before she was given a clue to get to her brothers.
(Y] [N] [NG]
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6. The girl was willing to do whatever she could do to rescue her brothers, even her life.
(Y] [N] [NG]
7. When seven ravens found there was a human mouth on the bottle, they felt like being
invaded. [Y] [N] [NG]
8. As waiting for seven boys to come back with some water for such a long time, the
father
9. It was that gave the girl the drumstick of a chicken to help her save the seven
ravens.

10. As soon as the girl showed up in front of her brothers, the ravens



