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Preface

China, Egypt, the Tigris and the Euphrates Valley and India are commonly
thought to be the four major sources of human civilization. Among them, China
alone has preserved the most systematic and complete cultural legacies from ancient
times. Written literature in abundance and unearthed artifacts in large quantities,
including elaborate bronze wares, jade articles, pottery and porcelain wares, graven
objects, paintings and other artistic objects and handicrafts, speak volumes for five
thousand years’Chinese civilization. They are valuable treasures bequeathed to us by
our forefathers.

As a new generation of publishing men marching towards the new century,
we are duty-bound to inherit and carry forward excellent cultural legacies of our
civilization. Academia Press, with solid and liberal support from Museum of Shanxi
Province, published an exquisite and grand illustration book The Culture of the Sui
Dynasty and the Tang Dynasty in 1990, with Mr. Wang Renbo as its chief editor.
The book vividly shows the cultural essentials of the two dynasties with illustrations
as its principal form and written words as a supplement, and has won wide praise
from both experts and readers in general. Great hope has thus been stirred up among
readers of different circles that further introduction to the five thousand years’Chinese
civilization in a more systematic way in the same exquisite form should be made to
redisplay its grandeur and retrace its developments. Hence the general composition of
this Five Thousand Years’Chinese Civilization Series.

This series is written by a number of first-rate experts across the nation, who
are reputed for their profound knowledge and rich practical experience on artifacts,
archaeology and history, etc. The compilers and the publishing house have reached an
agreement that they should strive to show the latest archaeological finds and research
results at the highest level in this series, and to achieve the integration of academic
values, knowledge dissemination, artistic appreciation and practical guidance, by
virtue of fine color illustrations, novel designs, refined printing and binding. Each
book in the series could be well regarded either as an indispensable link in the chain
which reflects historic continuity or as an independent link in the chain which reflects
unique cultural features of each period in the history. This series with such merits as
conspicuous characteristics and ever-lasting values will occupy an outstanding position
among numberous books on ancient culture.

Academia Press and Shanghai Science and Technology Education Press will make
joint efforts to work out Five Thousand Years’Chinese Civilization Series, which is
a valuable try to explore new possibilities of co-publishing books under the situation of
opening and reform. Criticisms of any defects in the series are welcome and sincere
thanks are extended to the experts, scholars, editors, proof-readers, printers and the
leaders concerned and other people involved who have offered their help and support
in various forms in the whole process.

Academia Press
Shanghai Science and Technology Education Press
August, 2000
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