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Democratic Presidential Candidates
Debate at Drexel University

DATE: October 30, 2007.

120 minutes in length from 9:00 PM Eastern time to 11:00 PM.
LOCATION: Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
PARTICIPANTS: Senator Joe Biden (DE);

Senator Hillary Clinton (NY);

Senator Christopher Dodd (CT);

Former Senator John Edwards (NC);

Representative Dennis Kucinich (OH);

Senator Barack Obama (IL) and;

Governor Bill Richardson (NM)
MODERATORS: Tim Russert, MSNBC ANCHOR

Brian Williams, MSNBC ANCHOR

BROADCASTER: This is the Decision 2008 Special—the Democratic Presi-
dential Candidates Debate, from Drexel University in Philadelphia. Here is
Williams.
WILLIAMS: And from the Drexel campus in Philly, good evening.

Brian Williams with Tim Russert.

We have thanked our hosts for this evening. We have thanked the
candidates for being here.

Senator Obama, we’ll begin with you.

You gave an interview to The New York Times over the weekend
pledging in it to be more aggressive, to be tougher in your campaign
against your chief rival for the nomination, the leader among Democrats so

far, Senator Clinton, who is here next to you tonight.
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To that end, Senator, you said that Senator Clinton was trying to
sound Republican, trying to vote Republican on national security issues,
and that was, quote, “bad for the country and ultimately bad for the
Democrats.” That is a strong charge, as you’re aware.

Specifically, what are the issues where you, Senator Obama, and

Senator Clinton have differed, where you think she has sounded or voted
like a Republican?
SEN. OBAMA: Well, first of all, I think some of this stuff gets overhyped.
In fact, I think this has been the most hyped fight since Rocky fought Apol-
lo Creed’, although the amazing thing is I'm Rocky in this situation.
(Laughter.)

But look, we have big challenges. We’re at war. The country is strug
gling with issues like rising health care. We’ve got major global challenges
like climate change. And that’s going to require big meaningful change,
and I'm running for president because I think that the way to bring about
that change is to offer some sharp contrasts with the other party. I think it
means that we bring people together to get things done. I think it means
that we push against the special interests that are holding us back, and
most importantly, I think it requires us to be honest about the challenges
that we face.

It does not mean, I think, changing positions whenever it's politically
convenient.

And Senator Clinton in her campaign, I think, has been for NAFTA
previously, now she’s against it. She has taken one position on torture sev-
eral months ago and then most recently has taken a different position. She
voted for a war, to authorize sending troops into Iraq, and then later said
this was a war for diplomacy.

I don’t think that—now, that may be politically savvy, but I dor’t think
that it offers the clear contrast that we need. I think what we need right

now is honesty with the American people about where we would take the
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country. That’s how I’m trying to run my campaign. That’s how I will be as
president.

WILLIAMS: Senator Clinton, rebuttal?

SEN. CLINTON: Well, I don’t think the Republicans got the message that
I'm voting and sounding like them. If you watched their debate last week, I
seemed to be the topic of great conversation and consternation, and that’s
for a reason, because I have stood against George Bush and his failed poli-
cies.

They want to continue the war in Irag; I want to end it. The Republi-
cans are waving their sabers and talking about going after Iran. I want to
prevent a rush to war. On every issue from health care for children to an
energy policy that puts us on the right track to deal with climate change
and make us more secure, I have been standing against the Republicans,
George Bush and Dick Cheney, and I will continue to do so. And I think
Democrats know that.

WILLIAMS: Senator, thank you.

Tim Russert.

RUSSERT: Senator Edwards, you issued a press release, your campaign,
and the headline is “Edwards to Clinton: American People Deserve the
Truth, Not More Double-Talk on Iran.” What double-talk are you suggest-
ing that Senator Clinton’s been engaging in on Iran?

SEN. EDWARDS: Well, first, good evening. (Chuckles.) It’s wonderful to
be here. Let me talk a little bit about what I see as the choice that voters
have. I think that from my perspective, President Bush over the last seven
years has destroyed the trust relationship between America and its presi-
dent. In fact, I think he’s destroyed the trust relationship between the presi-
dent of the United States and the rest of the world. And I think it is crucial
for Democratic voters and caucus-goers to determine who they can trust,
who’s honest, who's sincere, who has integrity.

And I think it’s fair, in that regard, to look at what people have said.
Senator Clinton says that she believes she can be the candidate for change,
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but she defends a broken system that’s corrupt in Washington, D.C. She
says she will end the war, but she continues to say she’ll keep combat
troops in Iraq and continue combat missions in Iraq. To me, that’s not end-
ing the war; that’s the continuation of the war.

She says she’ll stand up to George Bush on Iran. She just said it again.
And in fact, she voted to give George Bush the first step in moving militari-
ly on Iran, and he’s taken it. Bush and Cheney have taken it. They've now
declared the Iranian Revolutionary Guard a terrorist organization and a
proliferator of weapons of mass destruction. I think we have to stand up to
this president.

And then finally she said in our last debate that she was against any
changes on Social Security—benefits, retirement age or raising the cap on
the Social Security tax. But apparently it’s been reported that she said pri-
vately something different than that. And I think the American people, giv-
en this historic moment in our country’s history, deserve a president of the
United States that they know will tell them the truth, and won’t say one
thing one time and something different at a different time.

RUSSERT: Do you stand behind the word “double-talk”?

SEN. EDWARDS: I do.

RUSSERT: Senator Clinton.

SEN. CLINTON: Well, [ think that anyone who’s looked at my record of 35
years fighting, for women and children and people who feel invisible and
left out in this country, knows my record. I fought for expanded education
and health care in Arkansas. [ helped to bring health care to 6 million chil-
dren while in the White House. And now, in the Senate, I've been standing
up against the Republicans on everything from preventing them from pri-
vatizing Social Security to standing up against President Bush’s veto of
children’s health.

You know, I have a long record of standing up and fighting, and I take
on the special interests. I've been taking them on for many years. And I

think all you have to do is go back and—and read the media to know that.
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But on specific issues I've come out with very specific plans.

With respect to Social Security, I do have a plan. It's called start with
fiscal responsibility. That’s what we were doing in the 1990s, and we had
Social Security on a much better path than it is today because of the irre-
sponsible spending policies of George Bush and the Republican Congress.

If there are some of the long-term challenges that we need to address,
let’s do it in the context of having fiscal responsibility, and then let’s put to-
gether a bipartisan commission and look at how we’re going to deal with
these long-term challenges. But I am not going to balance Social Security on
the backs of seniors and hardworking middle-class Americans. Let’s start
taking the tax cuts away from the wealthy. Let’s take away the no-bid con-
tracts from Halliburton® before we start imposing a trillion-dollar tax in
crease on the elderly and on middle-class workers. I don’t think that’s
necessary.

So I have a very specific plan. My friends may not agree with it, but
I've been saying it and talking about it for many months.

RUSSERT: We’re going to get to Social Security in a little bit, but I want to
stay on Iran, Senator Clinton.

As you know, you voted for the Kyl-Lieberman amendment, the only
member on the stage here who did that. Senator, Jim Webb of Virginia said
it is for all practical purposes mandating the military option, that it is a
clearly worded sense of Congress that could be interpreted as a declaration
of war.

Why did you vote for that amendment, which would—calls upon the

president to structure our military forces in Iraq with regard to the capabil-
ity of Iran?
SEN. CLINTON: Well, first of all, I am against a rush to war. I was the first
person on this stage and one of the very first in the Congress to go to the
floor of the Senate back in February and say George Bush had no authority
to take any military action in Iran.

Secondly, I am not in favor of this rvsh for war, but I'm also not in

10
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favor of doing nothing. Some may want a false choice between rushing to
war—which is the way the Republicans sound; it's not even a question of
whether, it’s a question of when and what weapons to use—and doing
nothing. I prefer vigorous diplomacy, and I happen to think economic
sanctions are part of vigorous diplomacy. We use them with respect to
North Korea. We use them with respect to Libya. And many of us who vot-
ed for that resolution said that this is not anything other than an expression
of support for using economic sanctions with respect to diplomacy.

You know, several people who were adamantly opposed to the war in
Iraq, like Senator Durbin, voted the same way I did and said at the time
that if he thought there was even the pretense that could be used from the
language in that non-binding resolution to give George Bush any support
to go to war, he wouldn't have voted for it. Neither would L

So we can argue about what is a non-binding sense of the Senate, and I
think that we are missing the point, which is we’ve got to do everything we
can to prevent George Bush and the Republicans from doing something on
their own to take offensive military action against Iran. I'm prepared to
pass legislation that—with my colleagues who are here in the Congress, to
try to get some Republicans to join us, to make it abundantly clear that
sanctions and diplomacy are the way to go; we reject and do not believe
George Bush has any authority to do anything else.

RUSSERT: Senator Dodd, you said that vote was a justification for war in
Iran.

SEN. DODD: Well, Tim, I believe that this issue is going to come back to
haunt us. We all learned, some of us here painfully, back in 2002 that by
voting for an authorization regarding Iraqg, that despite the language of
that resolution, which called for diplomacy at the time, this administration
used that resolution, obviously, to pursue a very aggressive action in Iraq.

I'm of a view here—what you didn’t learn back in '02, you should have
learned by now. And you don’t have to just listen to this resolution. There’s

been a series of drumbeats by this administration, by Dick Cheney, by the

12
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