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AREOPAGITICA'"

John Milton
London, 1644

If we think to regulate printing, thereby to rectify manners, we must regulate ail
recreations and pastimes, all that is delightful to man. No music must be heard, no
song be set or sung, but what is grave and Doric. > There must be licensing dancers, that
no gesture, motion, or deportment be taught our youth but what by their allowance shall
be thought honest; for such Plato® was provided of; it will ask more than the work of
twenty licensers to examine all the lutes, the violins, and the guitars in every house;
they must not be suffered to prattle as they do, but must be licensed what they may say.

And who shall silence all the airs and madrigals, that whisper softness in
chambers? The windows also, and the balconies must be thought on, there are shrewd
books, with dangerous frontispieces set to sale; who shall prohibit them, shall twenty
licensers? The villages also must have their visitors to inquire what lectures the bagpipe
and the rebeck reads even to the balladry, and the gamut of every municipal fiddler, for
these are the countryman’s Arcadias and his Monte Mayors.*

Next, what more national corruption, for which England hears ill abroad, than
household gluttony: who shall be the rectors of our daily rioting?’ And what shall be
done to inhibit the multitudes that frequent those houses where drunkenness is sold and
harboured? Our garments also should be referred to the licensing of some more sober
workmasters to see them cut into a less wanton garb. Who shall regulate all the mixed
conversation of our youth, male and female together, as is the fashion of this country?
Who shall still appoint what shall be discoursed, what presumed, and no further?
Lastly , who shall forbid and separate all idle resort, all evil company? These things will
be, and must be; but how they shall be least hurtful, how least enticing, herein consists

« FRATE
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the grave and governing wisdom of a state.

To sequester out of the world into Atlantic® and Utopian’ polities, which never can
be drawn into use, will not mend our condition; but to ordain wisely as in this world of
evil, in the midst whereof God hath placed us unavoidably. Nor is it Plato’s licensing of
books will do this, which necessarily pulls along with it so many other kinds of
licensing, as will make us all both ridiculous and weary, and yet frustrate; but those
unwritten, or at least unconstraining, laws of virtuous education, religious and civil
nurture, which Plato there mentions as the bonds and ligaments of the commonwealth,
the pillars and the sustainers of every written statute; these they be which will bear chief
sway in such matters as these, when all licensing will be easily eluded. Impunity and
remissness, for certain, are the bane of a commonwealth; but here the great art Lies, to
discern in what the law is to bid restraint and punishment, and in what things persuasion

only is to work.

Next, it is a lively and cheerful presage of our happy success and victory. For as
in a body, when the blood is fresh, the spirits pure and vigorous, not only to vital but
to rational faculties, and those in the acutest and the pertest operations of wit and
subtlety, it argues in what good plight and constitution the body is; so when the
cheerfulness of the people is so sprightly up, as that it has not only wherewith to guard
well its own freedom and safety, but to spare, and to bestow upon the solidest and
sublimest points of controversy and new invention, it betokens us not degenerated, nor
drooping to a fatal decay, but casting off the old and wrinkled skin of corruption® to
outlive these pangs and wax young again, entering the glorious ways of truth and
prosperous virtue, destined to become great and honourable in these latter ages.

Methinks I see in my mind a noble and puissant nation rousing herself like a strong
man’ after sleep, and shaking her invincible locks: methinks I see her as an eagle
mewing her mighty youth, and kindling her undazzled eyes at the full midday beam;
purging and unscaling her long abused sight at the fountain itself of heavenly radiance;
while the whole noise of timorous and flocking birds,'® with those also that love the
twilight, flutter about, amazed at what she means, and in their envious gabble would
prognosticate a year of sects and schisms.

It is the liberty, Lords and Commons, which your own valorous. and happy

counsels have purchased us, liberty which is the nurse of all great wits; this is that

..
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which hath rarefied and enlightened our spirits like the influence of heaven; this is that
which hath enfranchised, enlarged and lifted up our apprehensions, degrees above

themselves.

But of these sophisms and elenchus of merchandise I skill not. This I know, that
errors in a good government and in a bad are equally almost incident; for what
magistrate may not be misinformed, and much the sooner, if liberty of printing be
reduced into the power of a few? But to redress willingly and speedily what hath been
erred, and in highest authority to esteem a plain advertisement more than others have
done a sumptuous bride, is a virtue ( honoured Lords and Commons) answerable to

your highest actions, and whereof none can participate but greatest and wisest men. '

ER5HW
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THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR'

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Cambridge, August 31, 1837

Mr. President and Gentlemen ;

I greet you on the re-commencement of our literary year. > Our anniversary is one
of hope, and, perhaps, not enough of labor. We do not meet for games of strength or
skill, for the recitation of histories, tragedies, and odes, like the ancient Greeks; for
parliaments of love and poesy, like the Troubadours’; nor for the advancement of
science, like our contemporaries in the British and European capitals. Thus far our
holiday has been simply a friendly sign of the survival of the love of letters amongst a
people too busy to give to letters any more. As such, it is precious as the sign of an in-
destructible instinct.

Perhaps the time is already come when it ought to be, and will be, something
else; when the sluggard intellect of this continent will look from under its iron lids, and
fill the postponed expectation of the world with something better than the exertions of
mechanical skill. Our day of dependence, our long apprenticeship to the learning of
other lands, draws to a close. The millions that around us are rushing into life, cannot
always be fed on the sere remains of foreign harvests. Events, actions arise, that must
be sung, that will sing themselves. Who can doubt that poetry will revive and lead in a
new age, as the star in the constellation Harp*, which now flames in our zenith,
astronomers announce, shall one day be the pole-star for a thousand years?

In this hope I accept the topic which not only usage, but the nature of our
association, seem to prescribe to this day—the American Scholar. Year by year we
come up hither to read one more chapter of his biography. Let us inquire what new
lights, new events and more days have thrown on his character, his duties and his
hopes.

It is one of those fables which, out of an unknown antiquity, convey an unlooked-
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for wisdom, that the gods, in the beginning, divided Man into men, that he might be
more helpful to himself; just as the hand was divided into fingers, the better to answer
its end.’

The old fable covers a doctrine ever new and sublime; that there is One Man, —
present to all particular men only partially, or through one faculty; and that you must
take the whole society to find the whole man. Man is not a farmer, or a professor, or
an engineer, but he is all. Man is priest, and scholar, and statesman, and producer,
and soldier. In the divided or social state these functions are parcelled out to
individuals, each of whom aims to do his stint of the joint work, whilst each other
performs his. The fable implies that the individual, to possess himself, must sometimes
return from his own labor to embrace all the other laborers.

But, unfortunately, this original unit, this fountain of power, has been so
distributed to multitudes, has been so minutely subdivided and peddled out, that it is
spilled into drops and cannot be gathered. The state of society is one in which the
members have suffered amputation from the trunk, and strut about so many walking
monsters —a good finger, a neck, a stomach, an elbow, but never a man.

Man is thus metamorphosed into a thing, into many things. The planter, who is
Man sent out into the field to gather food, is seldom cheered by any idea of the true
dignity of his ministry. He sees his bushel and his cart, and nothing beyond, and sinks
into the farmer, instead of Man on the farm. The tradesman scarcely ever gives an ideal
worth to his work, but is ridden by the routine of his craft, and the soul is subject to
dollars. The priest becomes a form; the attorney, a statute-book; the mechanic, a
machine ; the sailor, a rope of a ship.

In this distribution of functions the scholar is the delegated intellect. In the right
state, he is Man Thinking. In the degenerate state, when the victim of society, he
tends to become a mere thinker, or, still worse, the parrot of other men’s thinking.

In this view of him, as Man Thinking, the theory of his office is contained. Him
Nature solicits with all her placid, all her monitory pictures; him the past instructs; him
the future invites. Is not, indeed, every man a student, and do not all things exist for
the student’s behoof?. And, finally, is not the true scholar the only true master? But
the old oracle said, “All things have two handles. beware of the wrong one. ” In life,
too often the scholar errs with mankind and forfeits his privilege. Let us see him in his

school, and consider him in reference to the main influences he receives.
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