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Abstract

The title of the said fragmentary Xixia dictionary is reconstructed as the Combina-
tion of Tongyin and Wenhai Baoyun (hereafter Combination) according to its compo-
sition of the last two books together. The fragments of the Combination preserved nowa-
days are five series of manuscripts in total, which, excavated from the ruins of Khara-
Khoto in the Edzina Banner of Inner Mongolia and from the Shanzuigou Cave in Moun-
tain Helan of Yinchuan City, were respectively preserved in the St. Petersburg Branch of
the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, the Oriental Collec-
tions of the British Library and the Research Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
of Ningxia. The Manuscript I is comparatively well preserved in Russia; others are all
fragments or even pieces.

Stylistic Rules

The similarity of many manuscripts of the Combination indicates that the book of
such style was compiled in a planned way. It shows an obvious advantage that compiling
Tongyin and Wenhai Baoyun (hereafter Wenhai) together will organize the initials,
finals and tones of Xixia characters in one and the same book for convenient use, avoiding
the regrets that Tongyin had the classification of initials but no finals and tones, whereas
the Wenhai had that of finals and tones but no initials. The Manuscript I in Russia,
scroll, 10 fragments preserved without beginning and the end, has its height of 22. 5cm.
and its length of 516 cm. in maximum and 36 cm. in minimum. It is rather difficult to i-
dentify the whole manuscript for its blurred writing, because the contents were roughly
copied in some kind of smallest characters at the reverse side of a Buddhist statra with the
ink permeating. In the Combination, the contents analogous to Tongyin are close to its
Edition II and those of Wenhai to its Edition I. It is knowable from this that the Combi-
nation, later than the Edition II of Tongyin and the Edition I of Wenhai , was approxi-
mately in the early period of 13 centuries.

Contents

The fragments of Combination preserved nowadays include detailed contents of

1283 big characters of the Edition II of Tongyin from 07A16 to 48B12. In the nine initial

categories of Tongyin , characters of various categories have been retained in varying de-
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grees except the 4th category of dentals and the 6th category of super-dentals. Among the
1283 big characters, there are 667 ones of even tone (including 40 characters of comple-
mentary) and 616 ones of rising tone (including 51 characters of complementary). 18
new characters are found (including 12 even tone characters and 6 rising tone charac-
ters). 604 even tone characters (including 29 characters of complementary) are repeated
and 51 even tone characters (including 11 characters of complementary) are newly
found. 27 rising tone characters (all being characters of complementary) are repeated
and 583 rising tone characters (including 24 characters of complementary) are newly
found. In 652 newly finding words, there are 63 even tone characters and 589 rising tone
ones.

Academic Value of the New Materials

I. New characters. The 18 new characters found here, not seen in other dictiona-
ries, increases the amount of the Xixia characters. These characters are not the isolated
existence of individual character. Many materials about their shapes, sounds and mean-
ings indicate that these characters are indubitable.

II. Even tone characters. Most of the even tone characters of the Edition I of Wen-
hai are preserved in detail, but some of them are not recorded there. The new material of
the 51 newly increased even tone characters (not including new characters) in the Combi-
nation will be the complementary of this aspect.

III. Rising tone characters. In the Edition I of Wenhai , only the even tone charac-
ters and parts of the complementary characters are preserved, while all the rising tone
characters are lost. The 582 newly increased rising tone characters (not including new
characters) are of great academic value to the phonemic reconstruction and the meaning
definition of Xixia characters.

New Revisions in the Repeated Materials

The Combination compiles the Tongyin and Wenhai together, but it is not the
simple addition of the two dictionaries. Many revisions in great detail will not only show
valuable references for the study on Tongyin and Wenhai , but also provide us lots of
new materials for the Xixia philology.

I. Revisions of the content of Tongyin . 1) Revisions of big characters. Only 18
new characters are found. Its revision level is not bigger than that of the Edition II based
on the Edition I of Tongyin . 2) Revisions of explanatory notes. Revisions of the ex-

planatory notes in the Edition II, on the basis of Edition I of Tongyin , provide us some
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new evidences for the further recognition of the Xixia characters. Similar revisions are al-
so found in the explanatory notes of the Combination, which are not merely the tran-
scription of the Edition II of Tongyin . (D Revisions of the explanatory notes. Slight
modification to the Edition II of Tongyin by the Combination is that only two explana-
tory characters have been changed by the substitution of synonyms . (2 Changes of the
position of the notes. The position of a few explanatory characters has been inverted in
the Combination due to the coordination or parallel concerns.

II. Revisions of the content of Wenhai . 1) Formation of the characters. The for-
mation and explanation of many characters are different from the Edition I and II of
Wenhai , which will help us to recognize the formation rule of the Xixia characters. 2)
Explanation. The explanation of the characters in the Combination is not merely tran-
scribed from Wenhai , and the fact of increasing and decreasing reflects the compiler or
copier’ s understanding of the Xixia semantics. The first explanation of a character in
Wenhai is always similar with that in Tongyin , while it is omitted in the Combination
because the content of Tongyin comes before it. The commonly used particle ye or zhi-
wei at the end of the sentence, according to Wenhai . is usually omitted. 3) Phonetic no-
tation. D fangie spelling. fangie spelling is put under the first character of a homo-
phone group in both the Combination and the Edition I of Wenhai , but the amount of
character of the homophone group is marked out only in the former, not the latter. This
is because the Combination is arranged according to the sequence of Tongyin instead of
Wenhai . Another difference is that two fangie spellings are given under one character in
the Combination , the first of which, in fact, is the exact spelling of the said character
and the second one is a mark of its initial and final classification. Because Tongyin and
Wenhai take the classification of initials and finals as their order respectively, the Com-
bination , which compiles Tongyin and Wenhai together, concentrates the phonetic no-
tation characteristics of this two books together naturally. The fangie spelling character-
istics of the Combination. (A) The initial and final classification of a word annotated
with the said word. This is because it is the mark of the initial and final classification.
(B) The homophones annotating mutually.  (a) The words similar in inital or final
classification annotating mutually; (b) The words similar in initial or final annotating
mutually; (c¢) The words similar in the sound of their phonetic signs annotating mutual-
ly. These phenomena indicate that the phonemic construction of Xixia characters is not

too strict at first, but later it is accepted through common practice and does not change a-
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gain. @ Intonation. Arranged according to the sequence of Tongyin , the original sys-
tem of finals and tones in Wenhai are revised in disorder, thus each group of homophones
is marked not only by a fangie spelling but also by the tone of even or rising, which pro-
vides us the firsthand data to study the intonation of the Xixia characters. Some charac-
ters are clearly marked by two or three classes of tones, such as “even” and “departing”,
“rising” and “entering”, “rising” and “even” and “departing”, reflecting the diversified
nature of the tone of Xixia characters from other dictionaries. The intonation character-
istics of the Combination. (A) No difference between the tone of even and that of rising

(a) The final of the rising tone annotated with that of the even tone; (b) The final of
the even tone annotated with that of the rising tone. (B) The intonation differentiation.
(a) The departing tone differentiated from the even tone; (b) The entering tone differen-
tiated from the rising tone. (C) The special mark in the intonation . (a) The mark of
qing or he is used in the homophones of the same final classification. (b) The mark of

jie , not intonation, means that the said word is a loanword from other nationalitys.

Key Words: Xixia characters; Dictionary; the Combination of Tongyin and Wenhai

Baoyun ; Collation; Study
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