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Shanghai .

PUCs oNn a Green Face

By TP D PLAFKER

IR ORI RFEE 5

At the heart of the Shanghai World Expo, it seems there is
an apparent, and glaring, contradiction.

Taking “Better Cities, Better Life” as its theme, and making
the promotion of sustainable urban development practices a key
goal, the huge international event champions priorities that hardly
seem to square with spending hundreds of millions of dollars on
the construction of nearly 200 booths and buildings, nearly all of
which are designed to last only for the six-month duration of the
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The grandest of these are the nearly 60 large national and corporate
pavilions, including one erected by Saudi Arabia at a reported cost of
$164 million.

Many of these structures have been designed with state-of-the-art
energy and water saving features. Expo organizers are especially proud
of the ZED Pavilion, which they hail as China’s first “zero carbon
emissions” building.

Yet, with the exception of just a few Chinese pavilions,
slated for removal or demolition after the Expo closes on Oct. 31.

This decidedly eco-unfriendly approach has been the object of
some sharp criticism from both Chinese and foreign commentators.
“Building all these structures for temporary use is not a great model for
sustainable urban practices,” said Richard Brubaker, a professor
teaching sustainability at China Europe International Business School,
in Shanghai. Still, he said, “you have to look at the entire chain. If you
only look at the pavilions, that’s just one slice of it.”

In the 10 years since it was chosen to host the show, Shanghai
has undergone a massive face-lift at a cost of $45 billion, about the
same amount as spent on preparing Beijing for the 2008 Olympic
Games.

Some of the Shanghai investment has gone toward short-term and
superficial improvements like paint jobs and new facades for buildings
throughout the city. But other projects will pay dividends long after the
last of the Expo’s expected 70 million visitors have come and gone.
These include new roads, tunnels and bridges, and a vast expansion of
the city’s public transit systems.

Far into the future, Shanghai’s six new metro lines and its
improved light rail network should continue to help alleviate congestion
and air pollution, two of the city’s most serious problems.

Shanghai will also see long-term benefits from the removal of one
of the urban area's largest industrial polluters, the historic Jiangnan
Shipyard. Established in 1865 on what is now the site of the Expo. the
enterprise has been relocated offshore to Changxing Island, some 30
kilometers, or 20 miles, away. With an investment of more than $2.3
billion, the new vard is slated to become the largest shipbuilder in the
world.

An in-depth 2009 environmental assessment of the Expo by the

all are

(EFERT United Nations Environment Program was largely positive about the

progress made ahead of the Expo opening, including “the success of
Shanghai in decoupling growth with worsening pollution.”
population of 19 million and a tripling of economic output between
2000 and 2008, “Shanghai’s rapid development in the last decade did
not make air pollution worse. On the contrary, for the first time in the
city’s history, economic development was made possible with the
ambient concentration of air pollutants reduced or at least stabilized,”
the UNEP assessment found.

The U.N. report also praised Shanghai for having improved its
energy mix and reduced its reliance on coal to 51 percent of its energy
needs in 2007 from 64 percent in 2001.

Environmental benefits aside, the Expo has played an important
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role in cementing Shanghai’s place at the heart of China’s long-
term development plans, helping it in the race for leadership
between competing industrial and commercial centers along
China’s coast. Among its main rivals, for example, the northern
port city of Tianjin beat Shanghai’s economic growth rate in
2008 and last year moved up to second place, just behind
Shanghai, in the ranks of Chinese recipients of foreign direct
investment, with $9 billion in utilized investment.

“There is no doubt that the Expo has been good for the city
of Shanghai,” said Kenneth Jarrett, vice chairman for Greater
China at APCO Worldwide, a public relations and lobbying firm.
who also is chairman of the board of the U.S. national pavilion.
“Not only has it given city officials the green light for this huge
face-lift, but it has also served as a signal to other parts of the
country that Shanghai will not be sidelined,” Mr. Jarrett said.

Much as in Beijing, where many badly needed improvements
were put in place as part of the long run-up to the Olympics, the
Expo has served as a catalyst to bring forward the implementation
of Shanghai projects that would sooner or later—but mostly
later—have eventually found their way off the city planners’
drawing boards.

Shanghai already had aspirations to be a global city, Mr
Jarrett said, but its designation in 2000 as the host of the Expo
touched off a “different level of intensity™ in its pursuit of develop-
ment. “The effort to get the city ready helped to underscore what
Shanghai was already doing,” he said.

Looking to the future, Shanghai is now seeking to build out
from its existing dual role as a major port and China’s leading
finance center. A major component of this effort is a new aviation
project, the Commercial Aircraft Corp. of China, Comac.

Established in 2008 to produce a Chinese-made competitor
to Boeing and Airbus, the venture showed off the design of its
C919 model earlier this year at the Singapore Air Show. Capable
of carrying around 180 passengers, the narrow-body jet will be
designed and built in Shanghai and is scheduled to be
commercially available from 2016. Aviation industry publications
predict that Comac may build 2,000 of the planes in its first two
decades of production and grab a 10 percent share of the midsize
narrow-body world market. '

“Shanghai is definitely looking at Comac as the next big
thing after the Expo,” Mr. Jarrett said. “It will mean Shanghai is
not only China’s Wall Street but its Seattle too.”
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Certified financial planner Jeanette Brox, an advisor with

Investor’s Group®, says it's never too early to start your child on
the right path and that often means a job.
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clients with young children earning as much as $15,000 per year
There are advantages to getting a financial plan going earl
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room in an RRSP. For university and college students earning
income, either part-time or in the summer, there is little sense in
making a contribution for tax purposes, but the room is likely to
come in handy when they start earning real cash later and bump
up against maximum limits.

More importantly, Ms. Brox says a summer job is important
because of the psychological influence it has on long-term
financial planning.

“They learn how to manage money.” she says. “But it also
teaches kids they can contribute to university.”

Ms. Brox says the financial impact of working through the
student years sometimes isn’t fully felt until years later. “you start
saving now [in your RRSP] and then you have $20,000 for the
she says, referring to the
plan that lets you withdraw from your retirement plan to buy a

First-Time Home Buyers program,”

house.

getting a summer job is key to coming
out of school without massive debt. The Canadian Federation of
Students (CFS) estimates the average tuition bill is $5,000 this
Throw in housing and food costs and it’s easy to
understand why the average debt load for a student graduating

For some students,

year.

with a four-year degree is $25,000.

Statistics Canada says during the summer of 2009, a full-
time student made an average of $11.37 per hour during the
four months that qualify as summer break. Based on a 40-hour
week, that’s more than $7,000.

The problem is, finding a job may not be that easy. Last
“If that’s any
indication, it’s going to be another difficult summer for students,”
says Katherine Giroux-Bougard,

CFS. “For a lot of students, these jobs are a way to make ends

year, the student unemployment rate was 21%.

national chairperson with the
meet during the school year.”

Byrne Luft,
agency Manpower* Canada, agrees companies are more hesitant

vice-president of marketing with employment

to hire this year because of the economy.

Mr. Luft says students have a major impact on employers
because, every September when they leave to go back to school,
employers are scrambling to replace them.

While many students are looking for on-the-job experience,
Mr. Luft says non-paying co-operative programs are not their
preferred option.  “Many of them just want to pay down their
debt or pay for their tuition,” he says.

The good news is, while the job market was tight last year,
he’s confident it is improving. “It’s picking up, but not like a lion
by any means,” says Mr. Luft, adding it’s not too late to look for
a summer job. “But you better start now.”
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Last summer, McGill University student Katie Fraser gained a

broad range of experiences while helping to bring the history of
the Klondike and the excitement of the gold rush to life for visitors
to the Dawson City Museum.

A not-for-profit institution that has been around since 1959,
the Dawson City Museum hosts the largest and most important
collection in the Yukon. Its mission is “to be a gathering place
where people are inspired to explore the connection between the

Exploring the Past,
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