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China 1s an ancient civilization with time-honored
traditions. Over the sweep of Chinese history, the people
ol all her ethnic groups have created rich and diverse
cultural heritage resources. Protecting, managing and
utilizing these cultural patrimonies in a proper manner is
of both historical and realistic importance to continuing
the identity of the Chinese nation, promoting the best
ol her traditions and culture, strengthening her national
solidarity, invigorate her national spirit, facilitating her
harmony-oriented social development and moving
forward the progress of humanity.

The Third Natonwide Surveys ol Cultural Heritage
is the largest campaign of surveying and inventorying
sites and monuments that the Central Government has ever
launched since new China was founded in 1949. Under the
proper guidance by the State Council Steering Group and
with the well-planned organization by governments at various
levels, the five-year campaign has successfully proceeded
through three scheduled phases, including preliminary
preparations, on-site surveys and data sorting out. Nearly
2 billion RMB was spent on this unprecedented project,
with 3000 or so survey agencies established and nearly
50,000 survevors mobilized to fulfill surveying and
inventorying work. As a consequence, nearly 770,000 sites
and monuments have been inventoried, among which
540,000 are newly-discovered ones.

In order to display to the public the remarkable
achievements scored in the Surveys, the State
Administration of Cultural Heritage launched event to
select the 100 New Discoveries of the Third Nationwide
Surveys of Cultural Heritage. With attentive selection and
recommendation, 305 nomination files were submitted
by 31 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities
directly under the Central Government. China Cultural
Heritage News organized a judge panel whose members
come {rom various professional circles. The experts from
the judge panel made careful studies and comparisons
and selected by voting the 100 New Discoveries of the
Third Natonwide Surveys of Cultural Heritage.

China’s socialist system made it possible to establish
surveying agencies throughout the country only within a
short period of time and mobilize nearly 50,000 surveyors

to join in this national census. Meanwhile, China’s

economic strength and sufficient fiscal grants provided
material guarantees for the Surveys’ smooth proceeding
and the voluntary work done by a great number of
outstanding prolessionals made this nationwide campaign
technically possible.

Thanks to ever-deepening understanding about
cultural heritage and continued development of
conservation concepts, the scope of cultural heritage
has been significantly expanded. As a result, our vision
on cultural heritage conservation has been broadened
and new types of cultural heritage have been included
as survey targets. Thanks to continued improvement of
Chinese people’s life and the whole society’s increasing
needs ol traditional culture, the Surveys has gained
unreserved attention and support from all walks of life
and the awareness of cultural heritage conservation
continues to increase. Advanced technologies were widely
used in the Surveys, making significant contribution to
increasing working efficiency, spreading expertise on
cultural heritage conservation and improving professional
quality of cultural heritage conservators.

In this nationwide census, surveyors working in the
forefront have made wemendous efforts and overcome
numerous difficulties in field surveys and data sorting
out. Lach new discovery and cach photo crystallize their
hard work and embody their pursuit of science and
professionalism. They have made indelible contribution to
China’s noble cause of cultural heritage conservation and
provided accurate and detailed information as references
for the selection of the 100 New Discoveries of the Third
Nationwide Surveys of Cultural Heritage, which are
classified into six major categories, including historic sites,
historic tombs, historic buildings, grotto temples and stone
inscriptions, important historic sites and representative

buildings of modern China, and others.

The General Office of the State Council
Steering Committee for the Third Nationwide
Survey of Cultural Heritage
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