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Chapter One
Introduction; Strategy in Learning
American Literature

This chapter is mainly concerned with methodology in the
study of American literature and tips on the preparation for the ex-
amination in the course of American Literature. The bulk of the
chapter is written in Chinese so that the readers, especially those
who will take the examination in American Literature as required in
the curricula by the Self-Studying Examination Program of Shan-
dong Province may have a clearer understanding.

1.1 REHEREHIE

LEXFAEMALRE HEHREEERENERER,
NRRE R L, EEXE SER N B EE O —#, RHE
BRSO A T R AR E 4 2 — , B SR i SR
B AEN AR BRI R, BE MR B RE
EXEm—%. CRET XS SHENES, EMBELELE:
B MG G4 AE 1 M REE R BERIKAE S

WA B B R A, S5 SO B SR B R R AR B E X
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FRIEERMEREE 19 L, AL EEHRENRAENH. —
LA S, RE X ERIAE T — A LA MESBBER, B
HXF B S MIRE A B AR E X FHEERHS, HRENSR
EX¥HRREFT —MERETR . EMEERRHIBERRET
o B2, XBEAXREF 2HEERTREN MRRZE
X A—BAREN T % EEAZIENMERHRERAMA, R
R

1.2 BREHTAREEX o

FEEFINEETHRES. XFERNESLYREREXK
EMEEXFZRH. AR, MEEXEMNT . AR XED
JEH RRLR HEA R KRB 2R FH AR R B Y
Bt 3% B R B TR 1R, U B R Z ORI R R H XM ERER
B EYE. M7 EMITARXENSBUSEART S . XA 6FHA
HEOERE RO BEFLHREDIR. LN REAYRE
ZTTH(B. Franklin), 7835 (T. Jefferson)F1E B (T. Paine), i
BB EZHRHERBERER, BUE LRMHFHE R . M1
fEqh BB A, XRANE, ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁgﬁfﬁi{*(IE%ﬁ?&)&%
BERENEERSE.

19 HEMHXEXEKRETTUXERNR IR RS NNEFED
Brec. 19 i RAARE F R RE A 10 AR SR

i9b: %IXWVF&EE&X(W Irving) | FE

= s B - Sl e o
M, B8 4 JE & (Hawthorne) /R /R
(Melville) , B B FZE 4 (R. Emerson) fl1#: ¥ (H. D.

Thoreau) , 19 #7260 7 1 2 E J i A B 8 (W, Whitmanm) K

\..__‘__,,,—f""’

S (E. Dickinson) A[H %M £ LR L T LT EHMHRE
—_— =

E.

z
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~d
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FENRUBEREETSEESHAUAMRIEEL E X,
FBURHT (W. D. Howells) AN BEXEFHRELE LR
fl S BUAE E U CEAMERE T — WG RN . RIEFEREFE
NX%ELHBBHRG R « 1R (Mark Twain) 1 £ 18 37 (H.
© James), EHAZXARENEZEXIEKRIET. REERGS.
Crane) 83 Z (T. Dreiser) .87 » ¥ (Jack London) % A# AR
AREMZETHENE.,

HEIARCERT—HRUE A EE IR W IEK. B
— kTR, FEE LR EE LT A F RS
B (E. Hemingway) #8544 (W. Faulkner),3E R AR $L 1 (F. S.
Fitzgerald) B /ME B R N 2 E X 2# Tt XM B, KA
REISEEEX —BHAL AR T ER. XEFESMRIRSES 4
i, 3LB& 4% (T. S. Eliot) \F R (E. A. Robbinson). 3} % £74% (R.
Frost) &2 REX —H M EEFFA . TIRR/R(E. O'NeilDty
@mﬁ&%ﬁgigﬁmﬂwﬁi,:&dﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@i&%
RE YR, & FH B R A E R IR 2R, . RE X
—BAR X EEF A RN PERINAFAANE, EHAMEER,

1.3 #WEBMEF]F ERSELHHER

R fE BB RECE L RRIEIE XS & B R
TEEXZEREMET. EEINEERUTILL:

(1) FHFEGE I Par) X EF G BN R, —FET
MEEXFAREHEH, F-TEEEEES-MEMOEEX
* B R5 WU DA B B AR AR 3O 2P 89 UL A IR R Y SRR

(2) i BAMER B E B/ BARER (EBEH/DRIE
BN B AR R GE LA B AR R B R K% AE R A 8 4 tnA B AR
380, TR R A PT84 . BIMLAT SR by
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B, mERRERES W(RESCFREF,

(3) A3 R T B A AT PR B P R 3B SR

@ FEBPXFRBHE N VHENNE FHAMX¥T
B, The Oxford Companion to American Literature %,

(5) EEXFER—THFREREMRRE. SFHEM . 2FH
BE, EATHENAREFHFER. EHEAHEEBMRES—
(. 2B ZHMESFBLERIL . BREER.

1.4 BHFFRARXAMAKE L

NEATH KBS # XM EE, BATH UK B4 W
TR

W) FEMBERE . HEBMHESIETEL LREEE.
XA T §EH R,

(2) ZWBHY HLBIBEK, & BN LA L. 08— AR R
B EEBRRZEARRRAE R, 7 UML) . FRFARE
7R T & M.

(3) EMBRRSE LEAK, BF —EHFE. LNFEBEH
MHREREIBRNER . REFENXES SR EERRF
HEATIH G547 . B ALE A9 BEIE R R 1 R, B X F A SCR RUR A
FrEEN RFERERAENGGETHE.

1.5 B¥FFRWELRARENE £ HEKR

) BT, BERZEREERAHERERE, EHFR
RERBEEEZEER T, MMEX RO EHF AY . EEZEHTER
e L LHH AT N EZEER . FRFEMNER MR EZRA
P EEWT REMF LN AEHCIET #.
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(2) HZ, HEORENARE, EXN L REHEHE R —
B EWEEEREARER ERNEHR AY. FTEWRTREM
SR HE, TR FRIK.CFHA EREAHEEER—
BEABNEERENTFS. EUREEM I ES, ERICIZE
.

R AR, LFRERT EWERE. ©EESZH A
R OCFE BRI R OCE FRS T E T L ERGRM AE R E
B, BARMZEEHER IFERSKE . I “The Lost Genera-
tion”: Writers of the first postwar era self-consciously acknowl-
edged that they were a “Lost Generation,” disillusioned by’ the
War, devoid of faith and alienated from a civilization. Hemingway
was regarded as the spokesman for the Lost Generation. HZE{E
BERMHA—BEN—MHEEER . AL EBEHRAETESL
K RFESRBF QG R B,

WIEMPFNEERE, SR—MEEUMEEHEE. EXE
EREEN BRI EZABREAHBEEE SHER. HTXNM%¥
EHER MERN O ECEURXFEBREYE, B CHENH.
m

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I ——
I took the one less traveled by,

And it made all the difference.

BN, This stanza is taken from “The Road Not Taken”
by Robert Frost. $RJ5 {E i B 5 1 f# 8 , Here the poet made up
his mind to take the road less traveled by, B/ MPEiE suggest-
ing that he abandoned conventionality and accepted possible chal-

lenge.



GHHED. HEBRERMMEEHENEE, TEEEE
X EEERESNBRRERER, TEFH O XER KN R
FOEREGRHEB ANYRERFEN . EEREFENEE
XEFEBEHBARK ERX ERETRAIEAGER, R HH
EHAMBERNREBETREMRS. WEENERKEER
EoEERBVEHRAR. M.

1. Discuss the symbolic meaning of Moby Dick, the white whale.
5%)

X RE—EMERE ERE—HREB. HILE% Moby Dick had

a diferent meaning to different persons on the ship. To Captain A-

hab it W‘ég-ﬂEvil himséif; _fo Starbuck it was a big threat to the lives

of the crew; to Stubb, it was just an ordinary whale that would

bring profit; and to Ishmael, it represented Nature endowed with a

divine spirit. BEELEXKFIMLT .

Xim .

2. Discuss the theme of sin and guilt in relation to the three main
characters in The Scarlet Letter. (10%)

XEREBS EHEE, BEROB HH R, BA Ao HER
PIEEHER, p A ESEE RS EEMTADER LR

Hester Prynne was found guilty of adultery at the beginning of
the story and was completely cut off from the community. She did
not, however, accept her fate and gradually won back acceptance
and respect from the villagers of various backgrounds through hon-
esty and hard working. An industrious, brave, and unbending
woman, she was once a sinner and later turned to a figure of high
virtue. Dimmesdale was a hidden sinner constantly tortured by his
sense of guilt. His weak-mindedness not only denied him the possi-
bility of a new life but became a fatal venerability to be made use of

6



by Chillingworth in his merciless revenge. Only at the end of his life
was he delivered from his sin and sense of guilt. Chillingworth was
the victim of the adultery at the beginning of the story and liable to
_pity and sympathy. As a cold-natured physician, however, he de-
signed an inhumane scheme of cold revenge by constantly torment-
ing the sinning soul of the minister and at last became the most

hardened sinner, an embodiment of merciless revenge, vicious
schemes and cold-blooded hatred.

B2, XFRE—TTRARNARHRE. EREFERF
FREZE MR, XERRE K0T B AR AN EHIFNE
MIXFEDR. FESKHERMEE, % I W EREEHELE, X
B, RAXHET BT FEFXTR,



Chapter Two
Literature of the Colonial and
Revolutionary Period

This chapter covers the contents of Parts I and II of Wu
Weiren’ s History and Anthology of American Literature (abbrevi-
ated as History and Anthology hereinafter).

2.1 General Summary of the Literary History
of the Period

The first writings in American literature were the narratives
and journals of the early colonial settlements. The first permanent
English settlement in North America was established at Jamestown,
Virginia in 1617. John Smith wrote about the exploration in A True
Relation of Such Occurrences and Accidents of Note as Hath Hap-
pened in Virginia Since the First Planting of That Colony and be-
came the first American writer. His other important writings in-
clude A Map of Virginia; with a Description of the Country and
General History of Virginia, which include his famous tale of how

8



the Indian princess Pocahontas saved him from the anger of her fa-

ther Powhatan. His writings were filled with themes, m zths, im-

American literature and helped lure the Pilgrims and Puritans to flee
from the Old World (Europe) to a New Israel, a New Promised
Land (the American Continent).

“(History was an important form of literature in the colonial
times. YBesides John Smith, William Bradford produced his lasting
work The History of the Plymouth Plai!l‘a?awn And John Winthrop.,
The History of New England.

New England had produced a literature of ideas; theological,
moral, historical, political. {Th¢ Puritans came to New England for
4 ritﬁs@s the religious beliefs of
the Puritans, who had intended to “purify” or simplify the religious
rituals of the Church of England. They believed in the original sin

the sake of religious freedo

and the harsh Day of Doom, although some good, people — the
chosen people or “the Elect” —— may be saved. |[The Puritans in
New England practiced theocracy, a form of govetnment in which
religion and government are combined into one. Their way of life
were based on their somber religion and stressed hard work, thrift,
piety and sobriety. These Puritan values greatly influenced the writ-
ings of such noted Puritan clergymen as John Cotton and Cotton
Mather and the first American Poetess Anne Bradstreet. Her first
published work is a collection of poems entitled The T'enth Muse Re-
cently Sprung Up in America. Another famous Puritan poet was
Edward Taylor.
While theology dominated the writings of the colonial times,
Vpolitics permeated the writings of the Revolution period. Thomas

9



Paine’s Common Sense, The American Crisis, The Federalist Papers
and The Declaration of Independence drafted by Thomas Jefferson

are good examples of the fierce rhet and eloquence of the political
: £l Saonintying
writings at that period. Sj

~ The Ej@. a literary movement originated from Eu-
rope had influenced the best writers of the period. In Europe,
thinkers of the Enlightenment eman 311;;ated or “enlightened ”

stic chains of the Middle

Ages, while in America the humanistic ideas of the movement dealt

people’ s mind from the bondage of feuci

a heavy blow to Puritanism in advocating science, knowledge and
the power and ability of man.” The Enlightenment had also influ-
enced the literature of that period in forming a style of clarity and
precision.

After the United States achieved its independence, American
intellectuals set out on the journey to a literary independence. In
1783, Noah Webster declared, “ America must be as independent
in literature as she is in politics, as famous for the arts as for arms. ”
Jefferson’ s Notes on the State of Virginia and Bartram’s Travels
carried the same notion. Yet American literature throughout the
century was largely patterned on the writings of eighteenth-century
English writers, notably Franklin by Addison and Steele and Joel
Barlow by Alexander Pope.

2.2 Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

2.2.1 General account

Life achievement ; a great statesman, diplomat, a scientist and
10



the first major American writer..

Imipottant works: o -

Autobiography: His masterpiece, but left unfinished. It not
only narrates Franklin’s early life, but his life principles and philos-
ophy. It is a how-to-do-good book and sets autobiography as a liter-
ary genre in American literature. - \7

"Poor Richard’ s A!mam]zp 3\ ﬁi&gugl Lol;z:ctlon of proverbs.

Franklin’ s pragzﬁia?ﬁm and sense of humor are fully demonstrated

in this work. T;‘rﬂ Ei \Bn
Ph:losop‘!l‘;!aiéldeas As the chief I_B rﬁﬂe atﬁ ;.t 9‘??%‘

can Enhght%il:_m ated a huministic {de4]. Pragmatic an
optimistic$ highly regarded science, knowledge and education
and believed in the possibilities of human progress and the ¢ c??tg"
success, - He was symbolic of the age he belougeﬁ'—
mﬁg\yﬁm &Eﬂ;m both sqcial order and in natural rights, in
love of stablhty and devotion to revolugll_o;;lry change. He was the

ﬁrst and perhaps the last positive representation of the values of the

American Dream. %EM
ertm st eﬂi‘ is gse follows the neoclassic ideals of
e "V Wl % 'ﬁ

\--—--..____\
rity, restralnt, simplicity alance. A bubtle humor an7 sar-
$

—

castic notion are also found in his writings.
e QQ‘Q]@
2.2.2 Important selected readings

(1) From a Child I was fond of Reading, and all the little
Money that came into my Hands was ever laid out in Books.

(2) But my Father discourag’d me, by ridiculing my Perfor-
mances, and telling me Verse-makers were generally Beggars; so |
escap’d being a Poet, most probably a very bad one. But as Prose
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