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It 1s not only laymen or those directly ‘parti-
cipating 1n the production process’ who are de-
ceived by the objective forms of social phe-
nomena; social scientists also fall ‘victim to the
semblance which reality itself produces’ (ci.
Habermas, 1974a, p. 220). To avoid such a fate
we must learn from the inadequacies of positivist
sociology, address the significance of phe-
nomenological sociological critiques and recog-
nize that the manner and form in which ‘data’,
‘things’ or social relationships present themselves
1s not an adequate foundation for sociological
conceptualization. As Marx advised, science is
unnecessary if the outward appearance of things
corncides with their ‘actual’ form. Sociology
attempts to achieve a scientific analysis of social
life; to begin to do so successfully it must recog-
nize the historical, socially constructed and inter-

preted character of social facts.
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