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Abstract

This book studies the economic perspective of modern Chinese no-
vels, which is critically important both to literature and reality. As the
study of modern Chinese novels enters into a new stage featured by
multi-perspectives and multi-level interpretation, the economic per-
spective increasingly gains its importance. Compared to the traditional
perspectives such as the enlightenment perspective, social and politi-
cal perspective, ethical and moral perspective and cultural perspec-
tive, the study on the economic perspective of modern novels is of
unique value and significance. It helps us from a new angle to explore
the rich connotation of modern novels, analyze the inner links between
modern novels and social-economic development, find the unigue val-
ue of contemporary Chinese novels and give a more objective assess-
ment on the depth and breadth of the literary achievements.

There was very limited research on the economic perspective of
modern Chinese novels, from history to present. There were case-by-
case studies, but no systematic and in-depth academic achieve-
ments. This book tries to thoroughly analyze the economic perspective
of modern novels, and explore the moral substance underlying the eco-
nomic phenomenon. There're two parts in this paper. For Part |, there’re
three chapters, which, by following the history of modern literature,
systematically explores the evolution of economic perspective of modern



BAAETOFBARSGE 2

PBNSAV »

Chinese novels, and discusses the main characteristics, variety and
richness of the economic perspective. Chapter | studies the concerns
shown to the social-economic life under the bottom of society in the no-
vels which were written during the May 4™ movement and explores the
beginning of economic perspective; Chapter Il discusses the focus on
the social-economic situation in the novels written in the 1930s, which
indicates the blooming of economic perspective; Chapter Ill discusses
how the diverse regional economic situations were reflected by the no-
vels written in the 1940s, which indicates the transformation of the eco-
nomic perspective. The second part of this book also consists of three
chapters, which sort out the moral contents of the economic perspec-
tive by horizontal analysis in the liberation of people, social criticism
and ethical analysis. Chapter IV studies how novels discuss the libera-
tion of people from economic perspective; Chapter V focuses on how
novels give social criticism from economic perspective; Chapter VI dis-
cusses how novels make an ethical analysis from economic perspec-
tive. It dialectically sorts out the key role of economy in liberating the
people, reveals the profound impact of economic relationship on ethical
relationship. It criticizes the social-political system by reviewing the eco-
nomic system. It foretells the future of the society by looking at the eco-
nomic situation. It reveals people’s livelihood in the economic form. As a
result, the unique aesthetic value of modern Chinese novels and its sig-
nificance in the literature history were explored. The closing part of this
paper summarizes the importance of economic perspective in modern
Chinese novels, and its implications for contemporary literature and lit-
erary study.

This book attempts to analyze the economic phenomenon and eco-
nomic relationship described in modern novels, study the social-eco-
nomic situation in the corresponding periods, explore the fithess of the



novel description and the true history, study whether the aim of the writ-
er was completely reflected by the novel, So that the paper can reach
comprehensive thinking and judgment on economic perspective. This
paper tries to place on the same platform the economic perspective,
enlightenment perspective, social-political perspective, ethical per-
spective and cultural perspective, to enrich the angles for studying
modern novels, and to further elaborate and understand the value and

significance of modern novels.
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