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The first modern Olympic Games were chosen to be held in the ancient city of Athens, Greece, by a conference on
international sports in Paris in June, 1894. The very first modern Olympic Games opened in the first week of April 1896, in
spite of difficulties. The opening was held on Greek Independence Day, marking the 75th anniversary of the Greek uprising
against Turkish rule. This first modern Olympics included the following events: track and field, swimming, weight lifting, target
shooting, cycling, classical wrestling, gymnastics, swordplay
and tennis. At the closing ceremony, King George | of
Greece granted medals to the wining players. At that time,
when the International Olympics Committee (I0C; Comité
International Olympique) was in its initial stages, there were
no strict regulations on the components, specifications
or designs of the medals. It is said that the host thought
that gold was too showy and lacking in merit, so in the
beginning, only silver and bronze medals were used.
Olympic Games champions were awarded silver medals
and olive branches, and the runners-up received bronze
medals and laurel branches, while competitors coming in
third place received only bronze medals. However, for the
sake of statistical convenience, the medals of the Olympics
were still counted as being gold, silver and bronze.
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Athens 1896 Poster

In the beginning, the 1896 Olympic Games did not have

any specific poster or emblem. The picture here is actually
the cover of the report sent by the Athens Olympics committee to the 10C, which was then used as Athens’ poster for the
Olympics. The picture portrayed the goddess Athena holding an olive branch, with the Parthenon in the background. The
olive branch symbolized the Olympic arena, which was built in the shape of a horseshoe. The old bronze-colored embossed
design recalled the rich feeling of ancient Greece. The numerals 776—1896 in the top left corner of the picture symbolized
modern Olympics descending in one continuous line from the Olympics of ancient times.
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The second Olympics were held in Paris, France in 1900. The events were spread out over more than five months, from May
20 to October 28. This time, 1,330 athletes participated in the Games, representing 21 countries, among whom there were 11
women athletes. For the first time, the ancient Olympics ban on women taking part in the Games had been broken. This set a
precedent for women wanting to enter the world of sports, even though they were not officially approved by the 10C during
this second Olympic Games. Great changes were made to the sporting events in this Games. Weight lifting and classical
wrestling were dropped, while archery, equestrianism, water polo, rowing, sailing, football, rugby and golf were added. It was
very important and most gratifying that these new events could break into the list of Olympic Games events.
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Paris 1900 Poster
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The poster for the 1900 Paris Olympics featured a female fencer, dressed in black fencing clothes with three types of weapon:
a foil, a saber and an epee, in her right hand. Underneath, on the left, the time and place for each of the three fencing events
were clearly marked in red. Compared with the elegant and peaceful poster of the first Olympics, the Paris 1900 poster used
its yellow background and orange characters to produce a striking contrast. In addition, the female fencer also made a strong
impression with her competitive pose. All of these features revealed French people’s passion and romance.
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The third Olympics, held in St. Louis in 1904 , were the first to be held in the United States. St. Louis is the eighth largest
American city, located just to the east of the Mississippi river, and has convenient transportation and advanced industry.
This Olympics Games were run from July 1 to November 23, lasting almost five months. Despite being one of the longest-
running Olympics, it attracted competitors from only 12 other countries and to date has had the smallest number of athletes
of any Olympic Games. There was also a change to the list of Olympic sports held in St Louis. For instance, no equestrian,
sailing, cycling or shooting events were held during this Olympics. Boxing and field hockey were added to the list of events
for the first time, and weight lifting and classical wrestling were
once again resumed after they were dropped during the Paris
Olympics in 1900. There was only one women's sport, archery.
And the basketball demonstration match was first to be held in
the Olympic Games. The US President, Franklin Roosevelt, was
absent from the opening and closing ceremony of the Olympics,
even though he had agreed to host the Olympics. Also the 10C
Chairman Pierre de Coubertin, failed to travel to America to
see the Games. According to international practice, it was quite
unusual that the leader of the host nation and the chairman of the
IOC were both absent from the opening and closing ceremony of
the St. Louis Olympics.
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St. Louis 1904 Poster

Just like the 1900 Paris Olympics, the 1904 St. Louis Olympics were also a victim of the World Fair. This was because the
Olympics were run at the same time as each city was holding a giant international World Fair. What was worse for St Louis
was that no mention had been made of the Olympics on the cover of the official program for the World Fair, so people were
not able to see the connection between the World Fair and the Olympics . To represent the Games, officials only chose a large
picture of the city of St Louis. The Olympics were simply part of the events in the “Daily Official Program” of the World Fair.
In its design, the poster used the same red and yellow characteristics of the 1900 Paris Olympics poster as a reference. Its
unnecessary but splendid curtain edging is also clearly European in style, showing that in the early 20th century, American
art still lacked maturity and had not yet broken away from European influence.



HUDSON & KEARNS, LTD., PRINTERS, LONDON, S.E

19084F 103 4R BM T RIEF S i8R



l$%£ﬁ#ﬂﬁﬁ@%%ﬁ?g‘*é‘M%ﬂ@ﬁm?ﬁmam%mfﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁiﬁwﬂﬁﬁT$%°%@%
REZWELTER R, KIEEP D, B FEREMKRE, EAFBFEETEABL, Tl kT S, o
MBS AL, IFRISE , s & SO EIEN), [E b B 2ok B T35, 3% B =, & Ridah & (Efe it
JESERRAE T RIa S &4y, MBI, (ERBIEIX — A MRS T — T2 5 AR By, Fiis T
—ARI00K SEISKAIEAKb, LA EATES S, ARSEERIL2D, B R2034N, HhLT36A, BN
SHEIERIEE L . ERBRIESKA KRG B R EARE, AR A 24 BB AT, A AR
HRAK LIEFE. KSIEHE—UMA TR K, FOBERAE N TokmHEATI0, 4o T2 NI H R A R . SR et
Ko (RHBLEEMETITANTE, OII6IRMIE S5k, Horh A7 ST 24 I 0 5 £ o255

There were four cities bidding for the fourth Olympics: Rome, Milan, Berlin and London, but Berlin's bid was called off because
of a lack of support from the government. The 1908 Olympic Games were scheduled to be hosted by Rome after a secret vote
by the 10C, but the 1906 eruption of Mount Vesuvius caused
the Rome plans to be cancelled. The Games were relocated to
London after the I0C asked the British Olympic Association
to take over. London's Preparatory Olympics Committee was
quickly organized, and a stadium that could_seat more than
70, 000 spectators was constructed in a woody area of West
London. A 100 meter-long by 15 meter-wide swimming pool
was also soon finished, as well as a cycling site.

Altogether, 2,034 athletes, 36 of whom were women,
took part in the Olympics, representing 22 countries;
more than the total number that attended the first three
Olympics. Iceland, New Zealand, Russia, Turkey and Finland
participated in the Olympics for the first time. Twenty-four

events were held, including hockey and water polo. Figure
ice-skating featured in the Olympics for the first time, and

was performed at London’s man-made ice stadium. Women

were allowed to take part in such items as tennis, archery

and figure skating. The London Olympics held twenty-seven

1908410 BIE2 518 track and field events and set sixteen Olympic records,
London 1908 Poster among which, five were world records at that time.
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The London’s 1908 Olympic poster featured a “White City” stadium on its cover. The white city stood in the background while
a high—jump athlete jumped out of the picture. The delicate application of the technique of perspective painting gave the
whole picture a somewhat three-dimensional effect, which was a bold gesture for around one hundred years ago.
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Stockholm, Sweden, was chosen to host the fifth Olympics by the IOC in 1904. From that moment on, Sweden set about
making preparations, taking it as a very serious national event. They constructed the very advanced Karolev stadium and
included a 380.33 meter-long running track wihich was close in length to the standard of today’s running tracks. This was the
first time for the athletes to run on such an advanced track since the Games were initiated. The Games also benefited from
the use of new electric timing devices, which were used for the first time in this Olympic Games.

The games opened at the Karolev Stadium on July
6 with the official opening ceremony. In total, 2,547
athletes took part in these Game;s, representing
28 countries, among which there were 57 women.
The events were as follows: men'’s track and field,
swimming (including diving and water polo),
cycling, shooting, gymnastics, classical wrestling,
equestrianism, fencing, pentathlon, rowing,
sailing, football and tennis. The women’s events
included swimming (diving) and tennis. These
7 sports have been established as the basis of the
X ‘ modern Olympic Games.
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Known as the “Swedish Masterpiece” because of its excellent organization, the 1912 Stockholm Olympics is undoubtedly
an important milestone in Olympic history. The poster officially approved stroke its pose on the stage for the first time. The
Swedish Olympic Organizing Committee employed the experienced Olle Hjortzberg to design its Olympic poster while it
was preparing for the Games. Hjortzberg was undoubtedly inspired by the traditional arts and the ancient Olympic athletes,
who were required to compete while naked. In his poster, several naked athletes waving the national flags of the competing
countries were taken as the theme. The IOC was greatly shocked by his return-to-the-ancient behavior, however. Therefore,
after the posters had been printed, two long slim orange ribbons were artistically painted around the bodies of the naked
athletes.



