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Preface for the Chinese translation(1)

We are very grateful to Prof. Zheng—min
Wang, Hua-wei Li and Dr. Yu—cheng Wang for
having translated the second edition of our book
Tympanoplasty, Mastoidectomy, and Stapes
Surgery in Chinese language.

The ties between Shanghai and Ziirich
have a long tradition and go back to 1980 when
Prof. Zheng—Min Wang spent two years working
with us at the ENT Department of the Universi-
ty of Ziirich. Since that time, Prof. Zheng—Min
Wang has developed his own otologic school
but has remained closely attached to the micro-
surgical principles of the Fisch International
Microsurgery Foundation (FIMF).

The FIMF organizes in Ziirich every year
practical courses in Temporal Bone Surgery
(Otology) and Skull Base Surgery. The teach-
ings found in this book form the core of the ex-
perience gained in 40 years of practice and

which is transmitted in our courses.

Progresses in surgery are not only due to

the discovery of new techniques but also — and
mainly — by the recognition and elimination of
unnecessary surgical steps. This process needs
time because it is based on the accurate follow—
up of patients.

A special accent of our book is placed on
modern imaging techniques because Otology —
in contrast to Rhinology — has not yet taken full
advantage of conventional and multiplanar
High —Resolution Computed Tomography for
surgical decisions as, for instance, the selection
between open or closed cavity technique in
chronic ear disease and for the indication of the
type of ossicular reconstruction (incl.  Stapes
surgery ).

It is our hope that the interested otologist
will find in the following pages the answer to
many challenges met during the fascinating mi-

crosurgical work through the temporal bone.

Ugo Fisch
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