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Abstract

Annual Report on Environment Development of China (2012) , an environmental green
book, is compiled by Friends of Nature ( FON), a leading environmental protection
NGO in China. With Mr. Yang Dongping, director-general of FON as chief editor,
this report is the joint work of prestigious experts and scholars, environmental protection
workers, lawyers, leading public-interest organizations, and journalists.

The report presents the overall trends in China’s environmental and sustainable
development in 2011. High-profile environmental incidents are analyzed in-depth with
the support of scientific data. The appendices include many documents and reports from
the government, non-governmental organizations and the international community so as
to ensure the openness and diversification of information.

In 2011, although government reports show the improvement of the environment,
the public is hardly reassured in face of various environmental pollution incidents. In
some of these incidents, such as the Bohai Bay oil spill, Dalian’s Paraxylene project, and
Qujing chromic slag pollution, the interested parties were not concerned until damage
had been caused. This passive mode of participation is widespread at the cost of the
pollution, damage and irrecoverable destruction of the environment, an enormous loss
of property, a heavy waste of resources, expensive remedy governance. The
environmental and social loss from these incidents is worth contemplation, so that
valuable lessons could be learned.

In 2011, there are many other ecological incidents worth our concern and further
contemplation. The frenzied development of small hydro stations in the mud-flow
stricken regions of Zhouqu County, the development of small hydro stations in the
Shennongjia Natural Reserve, the intrusion into the Yangtze River Fish Protection
Zone, and the felling of nipa palm trees in Hainan Province, are all so startling. Yet
these are only the tip of the iceberg, visible to the public eye. Beneath the surface,
more ecological damages are happening unnoticed by the public.

2011 continues to see China’s urban and rural environment faced with major
challenges. In rural areas, the long-time impact of point and area pollution sources, the
prominent industrial and mining pollution, and the coexistence of pollution and

ecological deterioration threat the living safety of rural residents and impose a direct



threat to food safety. In urban areas, the accelerating urbanization process has increased
environmental risks in China. Cities consume a mammoth amount of physical materials
and energy, and are challenged by the unbalanced development of population, resources
and ecological environment. Air pollution, water shortage, land subsidence, trash
crisis, and greenhouse gas emission remain serious while time is running out for us. ..
Given the grave prospect, decision-makers and the general public in China need to
reconsider the definition of easy living city, and take prompt actions to effectively reduce
the environmental and resource risks in urban areas.

While all types of environmental problems continue to surface at exploding speed,
active public actions have become the highlight in China’s environmental protection
efforts. In 2011, the public’s sustained concemn, appeals and actions on different ecological
and environmental problems, with the help of traditional and new media, has drawn the
government’s attention to public opinions when making and implementing environmental
protection policies. Citizens in Nanjing have been taking spontaneous actions to protect
phoenix trees, residents in Beijing have launched the “green house” campaign, and
dwellers in multiple cities are monitoring the air quality on their own while promoting the
improvement of monitoring standards. These actions show the rationalization of public
participation in environmental protection in China, and promise active public participation
and “prevention-oriented” environmental protection management.

This environmental green book records, reviews and reconsiders China’s
environmental conditions from the perspective of public interest, with the support of
scientific data and facts, so as to establish its authoritativeness based on empiricism,
authenticity and professionalism. The English versions of the fourth and fifth volumes of
the green book have been published globally by Brill Academic Press of the Netherlands.
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