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the
people who applied for visas
at the British Consul’s Office

in Beijing was a young lady

Aﬁbng

first Chinese character Li

was her family name and the

second one was her given

was beauty.

“Was she
then?” some readers of this
book may ask.

I am sorry to say: no,

she was not. She was only

pleasant-looking, but not

beautiful.

numerous |

beautiful,
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Li Li had a slender fig-
ure and an intelligent face

 EMBMMES, B

with a sweet smile, but she
was by no means a beauty.
However, she gave people a
wherever

deep impression

she went.

“What was her charac-

ter like?” you may ask a- R?HFHEELME.

gain.

Well, if you have decid- ;

ed to read this book, you
will find out the answer for

yourself soon.

Now let us go on with |
the story of Li Li. She had |
applied for a British visa in
and had been

the spring,
coming to the British Con-
sul’ s Office now and again
to inquire if

granted. The answer had

been in the negative every

time.

In the last six months,
Li Li had tried to get in |

touch with the people at the
office by telephone so as to

save the trouble of coming |
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all the way from one end of
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it had been !
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the city to the other, but she |

through'. She
what it

never got

knew very well

meant--it only meant that the

clerks of this office did not
want to be disturbed by any
telephone calls.

QOur story begins on a
hot day in midsummer. Li Li
came to the British Consul’s
Office rather late in the af-

there would be very few peo-
ple there at this time of the
day.

She was determined to
give the British clerks a piece
of her mind® this time,
which would hardly be a
proper thing to do when they
had to attend to’ many other
people.

When she marched into
S R AR

the office, to her surprise,

there was no one there ex-

cept an elderly clerk. A rare
 OXUEEAME E
BT OEMNBE.
Miss |

smile appeared on this Eng-
lishman’s face..
“Good

afternoon,
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Li Li just laughed.

“Oh, no, you aren’t,”
head and
said. “I’ ve been here hun- = “®¥» THiEE AKX L
CREEBAERXRT,BFUK
so you couldn’t possibly be 7 I f £ 7R # % X &,

ARE.

she shook her

dreds of times for the visa,

glad to see me again.”

“But I'm really glad to
B NMRBR L,

I was

 REBEELKITRE

just going to ring you up, |
| %oﬁgﬁﬁﬂ{:ﬂ‘%

you know. I was going to

inform you the visa had SUEXTHEREBR
been granted by the British

Immigration Office at last.”
“Really?! T can hardly

believe my ears! Do you re-

alize I’ ve been waiting for B TR WA R

BB THEEXEM

it for nearly six months by

RE T,

see you this time.

now?”
“Actually

very long,

that’s

the very beginning that it
might take a long
didn’t 1?”

“Yes,‘you did. Now 1
AR FBERBEEK

see what you meant. This is

 WEBRT.REIRE

sup-
pose?” Li Li asked with her

British efficiency, 1
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not
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compared with

the time it took many other MEIRELHFRBK R
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visa-appliers. I told you at
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charming smile.
The
man was a patriot after all.
At the Chinese girl’s accu-
sation, he hastened to say:
- “Please let’s not put it
Miss Li! Shall

we say it’s the efficiency of

this way,

the British Immigration Of-
fice?”

“All right, if
like,” “The
trouble with your Immigra-

she agreed.

tion Office is they seem to
think anyone who goes to

stay put'

Britain  will
there.”

“But, Miss Li, with so
many immigrants in Britain
already, the Immigration
Office has got to take some
precautions. I hope you’ ll

understand.”

He asked Li Li to sit

T, R R
IR

down while he searched for
her passport in his draw-

€Is.

continued with what she

wanted to say, “if I were

you,

“To be frank,” she
 EEBRNERRE,
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tainly not choose Britain.”
“Why

not?

have

We

mild weather there: It’s not

place to live in.

er too hot in summer.”

“As far as I know, the
living cost in Britain is rather
high, while the living stan-
dard is not so high, compared

with that in America, Switzer-

 KEHARR."

land; Sweden and many other
Western countries.”

“That, I must admit, is
- REX.

’

true.’
“Besides,

rarely shines there. Is it
true?” |
“Yes. It’ s because we |

helped.”

Now that Li Li knew the
visa had been granted, she @ ZIEELWET, i
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was not so anxious to see it.
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as everybody
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knows, you have bad weather
in England. I hear the sun R RUTREERD
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somebody who wanted to stay
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abroad for good, I would cer- |

I should
think England is a rather nice RBE/REERA
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She went on with what she |

had wanted to say about Rk GE UL

Britain:

“If I wanted to have a
good time, I wouldn’t like

H.”

to live in England either.”

“In that case, ' you

would go to New York in-
stead of London, wouldn’t

you?”

“Yes, or Paris, or

other exciting place.”

The clerk was a man

with a sense of humour. He
had come across’ countless
foreign students who ap-
plied for British visas, but

ing. He began to take great
XA — AN A E A&

interest in her, and moved

from his desk to the seat

next to her’ s. He asked
politely:
“What puzzles me now,

my dear young lady, is why

a British visa at all?”
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She replied smiling,

“The answer is quite sim- |
ple: I happen to be a stu-

dent of English. I was very
fond of English

when I was a little girl,
and I’ ve been hoping to
study English language in

England ever
school-days.”
The elderly English-

man could not help laugh-

ing. He said, “If I may say
so, Miss Li, you must have
been a most

girl.”

“Yes, I was,” said she
seriously, “and I still am.
When I graduated from col-
lege, I decided to try to get
a scholarship so as to go to

London University.”
“I see. No

you speak such good Eng-
lish!”

wonder

“Thank you. Now you
see why I must go to Eng-
land even if it rained every-

day there.”

lessons

since my

ambitious
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“Well, you could go to |
CUEXEREmMEX
CREER,FRG R
BEEAR KA AR £ T
L

- America or Canada for the

same purpose, couldn’ t
you? Why not, if I may
ask?”

“The reason is very
simple again: I just
wouldn’t like to learn
American  English, see?

What’s more, I don’t want

to speak with an American
accent.”

“But nowadays Ameri-

can accent seems to have
become a rather smart ac-
cent in the world, especial-
ly among the young people.

Haven’t you noticed it?”

For fun, Li Li sudden- |

ly began to speak American

English, adopting typical
west  American  accent,
“Yea, I’ m a smart girl

speaking with a smart ac-
cent. I bet you’ re a smart
guy, too, ain’ t you, Mr.
Cowboy?”

The  English  clerk
threw his head back and
laughed heartily. Then he
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told the Chinese girl almost

in a whisper, “To tell you
the truth, the American ac- |
cent gives me pins and nee- |
dles’ sometimes. The Amer-

with our mouths.”

She was glad to see that
C BEABREX,F

he was a man with a sense
of humour, so she poked fun

8

at

him, “Do you really

speak with your mouth?”

not?”
“I thought the English

spoke with their tongues.”
“With our

What a fantastic idea it is,
Miss Li!”
“Do
this idea
head?”

“How would I know?”

“It’ s because the Eng- |

lish people are so proud of
Natu-
rally I came to the conclu-

the English tongue.

sion that while the people
10

“Yes, of course. Why

tongues? |
That would be impossible. EATEBMER . F
ML, EAHENS
you know howgg
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icans seem to speak through

N

their noses while we speak
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all over the world speak
with our mouths, the Eng-
lish people speak with
their tongues.”
She giggled

naughty little girl

like a

when

she had finished her expla-

nation.

He could not help
chuckling,
ling at her wit. He went
back to his desk,

picked up her passport.

and

“I say,” he remarked,

“with your puns’ and large

vocabulary, you’ll make a

great linguist, to be sure.”
back her
passport and showed her

He gave

the page on which the visa
was stamped.

While she was exam-

ining carefully the visa for WEFTXAANEIE

MR, B b E

which she had waited so
CAEETHRMBAAEE

long, another Chinese stu-
 HAXBEEH
 BERABEHERE,

from his briefcase some

had been

dent came in. He took out

forms that he
asked to fill in.
“Good

while marvel-

afternoon!” |
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said the clerk. “Wha't can I |
do for you? You’ve been -

here
you?”

recently,

“Yes, I was here only
yesterday morning. My
name is Sun Lin, you may
not remember. My surname

English word ‘sun,’ mean-

ing the sun in the sky. Do

you remember?”
“Ah! I

now, Mr.

remember
Sun.” He pro-
nounced the name as if it
were the English word

“ » o« ”»
sun oOor Sson.

Li Li tried to correct

his pronunciation mistake,
but in vain. The English-
man just could not say the

Chinese word properly, no

matter how hard he tried.
She had to give up in

the end,

say to . him,

and stood up to
“I must go
now. Goodbye! Thank you

for your help durlng the

last six months.’

“Six months?!”

Lin exclaimed. “Good Heav- -
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