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ABSTRACT

As there is already no need to reiterate the Turk’s immense
influence and significant position in the Chinese history or history of
the Eurasian countries and even the human civilization, this book
intends to open up a small “wasteland” at the edge of the Turk
research field. This book consists of four parts. Part | concentrates
on the basic contents of Turk’s funeral customs under the frame of
funeral ceremonies, tomb facilities and burial sites or relics. This
part will show a whole picture of Turk’s funeral customs, for this
purpose, sporadic relating information in the official historical
books, local records and compiles, literary sketches, unofficial
histories is collected by the author through a hard trowl and the
archaeological materials both at home and abroad are collected
to. Part Il will discuss and analyze, layer by layer, the
connotations of Turk’ s funeral customs. To achieve this goal,
theories and methods of other subjects such as Folklore and
Religious Studies have been applied to the penetrating analysis of
the inner structure of the Turk’s funeral customs. And this Part
discusses from angles of Turk’ s living environment (natural and
social), religious features (of Shamanism), and death concepts.

Part [l returns to the methodology of history research, then



conducts a chronological sorting of the development of Turk’ s
funeral customs by tracing their origins and evolutions, and
proceeds to analyze the continuous development and enrichment of
Turk’s funeral customs and the elements absorbed from Chinese
and western civilizations. Part IV starts from the discussion of the
ethnic groups influenced by the Turk and their scattering areas,
and then will do a deep-going analysis of the key links of the spread
and infiltration of the Turk’s funeral customs, hoping to comb out
the historical traces of the Turk culture and why the Turk culture has
long been neglected in the long history of Chinese and even

Eurasian civilizations.
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