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The victims® were from the United States and many other nations. It was the worst terrorist
attack in American history. (1) But for many people, the event does not feel like history. Today ,
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we hear some of the ways the nine eleven attacks changed lives around the
world.

The attack on the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers not only destroyed
those buildings, it changed the personality of the surrounding ncighborhood®
In the past ten years, the area has moved away from its business centered past
to a family friendly area now called the “Diaper® District”.

Nearby is one of the office buildings formerly served by the Beekman
Deli. Like many older buildings in Lower Manhattan, its businesses left after
the September eleventh attacks. It was then developed into housing®. Lower
Manhattan is now home to fifty-six thousand people. That is more than two
times the number it had ten years ago.

Real estate agent® Luis Vazquez is among the newcomers. “Today, the
Financial District has the highest concentration of houscholds<® with children in
the city.” So many families, in fact, that The New York Times newspaper has
called the area the “Diaper District”. It is not uncommon to see mothers
pushing baby strollers down the side streets.

Jocelyn Zoland is a mother. She saw one of the planes strike the World
Trade Center. “It’s nice to see that in the shadow of that... everything has...
you know, there are all these children and there are all these activities, and it
has become a wonderful... you know, destination. (2) We'll see if things
change though.”

Ms. Zoland says that change could include millions of visitors to the area
with the completion of a nine eleven museum at Ground Zero. In addition,
tens of thousands of office workers will occupy Freedom Tower, a skyscraper

being built to replace the Twin Towers.
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Population experts at the Census® Bureau say cohabitation® rates jumped
between 2009 and 2010. There was a 13 percent increase in the number of
couples who started living together without getting married first.

What could have caused such a big increase in just one year? (1) The
Great Recession®— the worst downturn® jn America’s economy since the
Great Depression® in the 1930s. Officially the recession lasted 18 months. The
economy began to grow again in June of 2009.

But the Commerce Department now says the recession was even worse than
it thought. (2) And the recovery has been slower than expected. Some
economists are warning of the possibility of another recession, a double dip®.

Researchers say the Great Recession played a
big part in pushing cohabitation rates higher.
Now, almost one in ten opposite-sex couples in
the United States live together outside marriage.
(3) Increasingly. a major difference between
couples who get married and couples who do not

is money.
Charlie Pinto married his girlfriend in New Jersey earlier this year. Both

of them are twenty-six. They met in college, dated for a while, then moved in
together. Charlie admits the only way they could pay for the wedding they
wanted was with help from their parents.

“We wouldn’t have been able to have a wedding if it wasn’t for our
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families because we just don’t have the money to spend.”

Charlie works for a start-up Internet company. His wife, Tracey, is a special
education teacher. Charlie says the wedding cost more than 25,000 dollars. That is
typical. A popular wedding website took a survey of American couples. The knot. com
found that in 2009, the average couple spent almost 27,000 dollars on their wedding.
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(1) Food trucks are an increasingly® popular way to buy food on the

streets of American cities. Some of these “kitchens on wheels” combine

different cthnic® dishes to satisfy American tastes. One example is a Mexican
taco® with a Korean flavor.

“It’s wrapped in a corn tortilla® — Mexican, taco truck. (2) We have a
spicy pork, which is very Korean.” Kamala Saxton owns Marination Mobile, a
food truck in the northwestern city of Seattle, Washington. A Korean taco
might be a new taste for a lot of her diners. But Ms. Saxton says where she
comes from, Hawaii, people like to combine different dishes.

Jane Ziegelman writes about the history of street food in New York. She
says the city’s push cart® vendors® offered a way for people to taste different
ethnic foods long before modern food trucks came along. “ (3) You had Irish
kids eating Jewish pickles. You had Italian immigrants eating Jewish potato
pancakes. You had all kinds of people drinking seltzer, which was, in fact a
street food. So people were eating each others’ food all the time.”

And Ms. Ziegelman says this exchange affected the street food itself.
“Foods brought over by immigrants grew in size. This is like something that
happens to a lot of foods once they come to the United States. They get bigger

[laughter] and they get blander.”
And in some cases they get served in a way that makes them easier to eat
while standing or walking. Ms. Ziegelman says hot dogs, for example, moved



