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Hall of Prayers for Bumper Harvests Situated on a 3-tiered white marble base, the Hall is a circular building with triple eaves
and an obliquely pointed top. On the base are 8 flights of stairs (3 each in the south and north, and one each in the east and
west), and there are 9 steps on each flight. Each tier of the base is surrounded by white marble boards and balustrades with re-
liefs. The reliefs, arranging from lower parts up, are patterns of clouds, of phoenix and of dragon. Inside and outside of the Hall,
the walls and the columns are all decorated with coloured paintings of dragons, phoenixes and seals, which are the highest
grade decorations in coloured paintings on Chinese ancient buildings. The 3 tiers of roofs are covered with glazed tiles, and a
golden top is on the pointed end. The building fully presents the conceptions of the integration of Heaven, earth and human
being, which prevails in ancient China, and that of the natural harmony of the positive and negative.
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Hall of Prayers for Bumper Harvests
First completed in 1421 (the 18th
year of the reign of Emperor Yong-
le, Ming Dynasty), the Hall went
though larger changes in Ming and
Qing dynasties respectively. The
present building was one rebuilt in
1890 after it was struck and des-
troyed by a thunder fire. The base
of the Hall is 90m in diameter, and
that of the Hall is 32m. The height
of the base is 6m, and that of the
Hall 38m. Composed by a white
base, a red hall, blue eaves and a
golden top, it is the representative
work of ancient Chinese buildings.
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The Hall of Prayers for Bumper Harvests was the place where ceremonies praying for bumper grain harvests were held in
the first month of spring. When ceremonies were held, tablet of Heaven and God and those of ancestors of the Qing imperial
household were set. By the reign of Emperor Daoguang, the tablets involved 3“zu”, 5 “zong” and 8 matching ones, and nothing

had been added ever since. Picture shows the proper setting of the tablets of Heaven and God in the middle of the Hall.
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The hall of Prayers for Bumper Harvests is the excellent work among cinese wooken constructions. The caisson ceiling in
the centre is supported by 4 Longjing columns which contact the square lower beam and round upper beam. On the upper
beam are 8 Leigong pillar which, together with the Longjing columns, support the ceiling which is composed by 2 layers of

brackets and 1 layer of caisson, and goledn reliefs of dragons and phoenixes decorate the middle. The construction is meticu-
lous and looks splendid and luxurious.
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Buill in 1421 (the 18th year of the reign of Yongle, Ming Dynasty), the Hall of Imperial Heaven is a construction 5-bay
across, with blue glazed-tiled roof. The base is surrounded by blocking boards and balustrades. The terrace in the south is
equipped by stairs in the east, west and south, 8 steps each. The balustrades are carved with alternating reliefs of patterns of
dragon and phoenix. The outer and inner sides of wall of the Hall are decorated with harmonious coloured paintings of dragon
and phoenix. The 3-bayed glazed gate is the masterpiece among ancient Chinese buildings.
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The Hall of Imperial Heaven was the place where tablets of proper and matching ancestors were kept. When a ceremony
was held, the emperor burnt incense here first, and then went fasting in the Fasting Palace. Picture shows the scene when
Emperor Xianfeng came burning incense here.
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In Ming and Qing Dynasties, pines and cypresses were planted around the Hall of Prayers for Bumper Harvests. Through
several hundred years, those trees have formed forests. Standing among them, one can feel the atmosphere natural, harmo-
nious, quiet and peaceful. The ancient forests is providing a really new environment for people to wander in.
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When sacrificial ceremonies were held, The proper and matching tablets kept in the Hall of Imperial Heaven were carried
into the Hall of Prayers for Bumper Harvests by some officers, where they were worshipped. Picture shows the Dragon Pavilion
in which are wooden troughs for placing the tablets——Round troughs for proper ones, and square for the matching.
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On the Altar, incense burners are set on either side of the stairs. They are round-shaped with 3 legs, and hollow out patters
of the Eight Diagrams are on the lids. '
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Reliefs on the Decoration Stone in Front of the Altar for the God of Grains The Hall of Prayers for Bumper Harvests is set on
the 3-tiered Altar for the God of Grains. On all balustrades, exits of water and decoration stones are carved auspicious reliefs.
From the lowest tier up, the pattern of reliefs are clouds, phoenix and dragon in order.
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