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( —) Preface of President Bernard Li

To strengthen cultural exchange between China and the West and to
advance the dialogue between reason and faith are important aims of Fu Jen
Catholic University’s educational ideal. That is why Fu Jen established the
College of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Language Center and the
Monumenta Serica Sinological Research Center. Their purpose, which is
deeply rooted in the tradition of the Catholic Church, is to actively help and
promote the process of intellectual encounter among various cultures and
their studies. The international sinological symposia organized in recent
years at Fu Jen have been a concrete expression and brought a concrete fruit
of these efforts.

In the autumn of 2006, the 4™ Fu Jen Catholic University International
Sinological Symposium was conducted with the title: “Research on
Religions in China: Status quo and Perspectives.” No doubt this topic
promotes still another educational aim at Fu Jen. It is cooperation between
religions. During this Symposium, several renowned scholars from abroad
and Taiwan presented their contributions and responses. The range of the
problematique of Chinese religons extended from Buddhism through
Christianity and popular religiosity to the Zaili religion. The timeline
stretched from the medieval to the present times. In one word, the
Symposium was a comprehensive, rich and multi-faceted overview of the
topic.

The relations between humankind and religion are very intimate.
Various changes and developments in the concept of religion are not only an
excellent means to understand the changes in society, but also reflect in
growth in rational sciences. Research on various religions at different times,

especially that which is done by overseas scholars, can lead to the growth of
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our knowledge and profit. It will be as well helpful for the next generation of
scholars. Those who have an-active responsibility in religion and other
average persons as well are stimulated to rethink their ideal of religion.
During the Symposium, the encounter of cultures and cooperation between
religions were academically deepened and to some extent also realized. The

University is thankful to all those who contributed to this event.

In the Analects it is said: “He [Confucius] sacrificed to the dead, as if
they were present. He sacrificed to the spirits, as if the spirits were present”
(3/12; translated by James Legge). The inner disposition of reverence is the
most basic and important attitude. With a humble spirit filled with respect for
each other, Fu Jen reaches beyond the boundries of religions, and through
such academic activities as the the 4™ Symposium, hopes to contribute to this
spirit!

The symposium papers are to be published soon. With this short
preface, I would like to express my hope and encouragement that these

contributions will be well read.

Bernard Li

President of Fu Jen Catholic University, July 2, 2007
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( — ) Preface of Dean Nicholas Koss

Our Fu Jen College of Foreign Languages is honored to have each year
the Fu Jen University International Sinological Symposium. This symposium,
which is organized by Professor Zbigniew Wesolowski and our Monumenta
Serica Sinological Center, reminds us annually of the early history of our
University in Beijing when the journal Monumenta Serica was founded in
1935. At that time China was in the midst of monumental struggles to
preserve her integrity as a nation and a culture; and Western interest in
Chinese culture was limited to a very small number of curious intellectuals.
Now, however, over seventy years later, scholarly concern about Chinese
culture is greater than it has ever been, except perhaps in the 17" century,
when the average educated European knew a great deal about Chinese
culture. Today, rare is the university in the West that does not have numerous
courses in Chinese history, literature, and philosophy; and the media

constantly is bringing forward news about all aspects of China.

Information about China, as we all know, was first presented to the
West in the 16™ and 17™ centuries mainly by Jesuit missionaries to China.
These Jesuits also introduced Chinese religions. And, in this century,
Chinese Buddhist missionaries have been spreading the teachings of the
Buddha in the West. With these over four centuries of Chinese-Western
religious contact, it is very appropriate, therefore, that this Symposium
examines the current state of research on religions in China. Academic
conferences often have a large number of scholars who are only allotted a
small amount of time to give a presentation. At this Symposium, however,
four distinguished scholars of religion in China have been given ample time
to present their research. Furthermore, for each speaker, there were two
commentators with great expertise in the topic under discussion. With such a

structure, this Symposium was indeed an intellectual banquet for those
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interested in religion in China.

This Symposium brought many benefits to our College and to our
University. Our professors and students had the rare opportunity to hear
leading scholars on Chinese religion. It was also an occasion for professors,
researchers and students from other universities and research institutes in
Taiwan to come to our College and spend two days in dialogue and
discussions. Now, with the publication of the proceedings of this Symposium,
those who were not able to participate in person will have access to the
stimulating presentations. This publication will ensure that the delight of
those two days of intensive intellectual inquiry will remain with us for a very
long time.

The organization and running of an international symposium requires
an immense amount of work. Specials thanks and appreciation must be given
to Professor Zbigniew Wesolowski, S.V.D., for his untiring dedication to
bringing to our College, for the fourth year in a row, yet another outstanding
symposium on China, as well as another very carefully edited proceedings.
Numerous professors, secretaries and students from our College and
University also lent a generous helping hand to this Symposium; and for that

I am very grateful.

Nicholas Koss
Dean, Fu Jen College of Foreign Languages

June 20, 2007
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