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English Abstract

This book gathers several papers on conceptual history of Ch’an written in recent years.
They reinterpretes some important and complicated issues of Ch’an thought, especially before
Song Dynasty, by the way of putting them in a new context and subjects. Absorbing fully recent
Ch’an research achievements in Chinese, Japanese and English, the author centered on more
problems of Ch’an idea than history and took various written tactics of modem scholarism,
including some analytical theories of text, so as to improve the current discussions and break
through the existing limits of Ch’an research. At the same time, these papers also try to open a
new way of disourse and research methods. It is certain that they will deepen and push some
problems to be solved, such as sudden and gradual enlightenment between southern and northern
sects, the particular treatments of canon by Ch’an masters, and the relations between freedom and
precepts, etc. The appendixes to the book deals systematically with and analysizes critically the
Buddhist methodology of Chinese research. The auther believes these discussions will help the

-

readers to creat a new vision of Chinese Buddhist research.
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