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No one can become really educated without having pursued some study in which

he took no interest. For it is part of education to interest ourselves in subjects for which
we have no aptitude.

—7T. 8. Eliot

Q Partl About Reading

N I. Grammar basics (I): The grammatical hierarchy

According to John Dow, words, phrases, clauses, and sentences constitute what is
called the GRAMMATICAL HIERARCHY. We can represent this schematically as follows:
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sentences

consist of one or more...

clauses

consist of one or more...

phrases

consist of one or more...

words

Sentences are at the top of the hierarchy, so they are the largest unit which we will be
considering (though some grammars do look beyond the sentence). At the other end of the
hierarchy, words are at the lowest level, though again, some grammars go below the word
to consider morphology, the study of how words are constructed.

At the clause level and at the phrase level, two points should be noted:

1. Although clauses are higher than phrases in the hierarchy, clauses can occur within
phrases, as we can see: The man who lives beside us is ill.

2. We’ve also seen that clauses can occur within clauses, and phrases can occur
within phrases.

N II. Reading skills (I): How to read a text

We should always read any passage which is assigned at least twice: The first time
concentrate on understanding what the passage is about in general. On our second reading,
concentrate on the details and any questions which remain from our very first reading.
Sometimes a third reading is necessary if the passage is particularly difficult.

@ Partll Reading Comprehension

A Section A

Directions: You are required to read this section in class. Do not preview.

ﬁ I. New words and expressions
1. survey: a set of questions that you ask a large number of people in order to find out about
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their opinions or behavior
altruistic: unselfishly concerned for or devoted to the welfare of others

3. poll: an attempt to find out what the public think about something, especially about a
political subject, done by questioning a large number of people
objective: an aim that you are trying to achieve, especially in business or politics

5. enroll: to officially arrange to join in a school, university or course, or arrange for someone
else to

6. accumulate: to gradually get more and more money, possessions, knowledge etc. over a

v period of time

incredible: very difficult to believe

8. contribution: something that you give or do in order to help something be successful
diverse: very different from each other

10. moral: connected with the principles of what is right and wrong behavior, and with the
difference between good and evil

11. well off: having more money than many other people, or enough money to have a good
standard of living

12. it follows: it must be true as a result of something else that is true

13. in the long run: later in the future, not immediately

14. distinguish...from...: to be the thing that makes someone or something different from other
people or things

==
[5° 11 TextA

Why Go to College?

According to a survey, which was based on the responses of over 188 000 students,
today’s traditional-age college freshmen are “more materialistic and less a/truistic’ than at
any time in the 17 years of the pol//.

Not surprising in these hard times, the student’s major objective “is to be financially
well off. Less important than ever is developing a meaningful philosophy of life.” It follows
then that today the most popular course is not literature or history but accounting.

Interest in teaching, social service and the “altruistic” fields is at a low. On the other
hand, enrollment in business programs, engineering and computer science is way up.

That’s no surprise either. A friend of mine (a sales representative for a chemical
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company) was making twice the salary of her college instructors the first year on the
job—even before she completed her two-year associate degree.

While it’s true that we all need a career, it is equally true that our civilization has
accumulated an incredible amount of knowledge in fields far removed from our own and
that we are better for our understanding of these other contributions—be scientific or
artistic. It is equally true that, in studying the diverse wisdom of others, we learn how to
think. More important, perhaps, education teaches us to see the connections between
things, as well as to see beyond our immediate needs.

Weekly we read of unions who went on strike for higher wages, only to drive their
employer out of business. No company; no job. How shortsighted in the long run!

But the most important argument for a broad education is that in studying the
accumulated wisdom of the ages, we improve our moral sense. | saw a cartoon recently
which shows a group of businessmen looking puzzled as they sit around a conference table;
one of them is talking on the intercom: “Miss Baxter,” he says, “could you please send in
someone who can diistinguish right from wrong?”

From the long-term point of view, that’s what education really ought to be about.

@ Words: 347
‘@ Time:

(Adapted from CET-4 paper of Jan. 2003)

® For each of the following questions, circle the letter of the best answer.
1. According to the author’s observation, college students
A. have never been so materialistic as today
B. have never been so interested in the arts
C. have never been so financially well off as today
D. have never attached so much importance to moral sense
2. The students’ criteria for selecting majors today have much to do with
A. the influences of their instructors
B. the financial goals they seek in life
C. their own interpretations of the courses
D. their understanding of the contributions of others
3. By saying “While it’s true that...be they scientific or artistic” (Lines 1-3, para. 5), the author
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means that

A. business management should be included in educational programs
B. human wisdom has accumulated at an extraordinarily high speed
C. human intellectual development has reached new heights

D. the importance of a broad education should not be overlooked
Studying the diverse wisdom of others can

A. create varying artistic interests

B. help people see things in their right perspective

C. help improve connections among people

D. regulate the behavior of modern people

Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. Businessmen absorbed in their career are narrow-minded.

B. Managers often find it hard to tell right from wrong.

C. People engaged in technical jobs lead a more rewarding life.

D. Career seekers should not focus on immediate interests only.

% I11. Vocabulary Building

1. Vocabulary and Structure
B Choose the word or expression that best complete the sentence
1) No doctors could cure the patient his strange disease.
A. with B. of C. from D. off
2) Hewas his wits’ end what to do.
A.in B.on C.at D. of
3) Prior his departure, he addressed a letter to his daughter.
A to B. of C.in D. from
4) The driving instructor told me to pull at the post office.
A.up B. back C. round D. along
5) When there’s a doubt, the chairman’s decision is ;
A. right B. definite C. fixed D. final
6) We can rely on William to carry out this mission, for his judgment is always s
A. unquestionable  B. sound C. subtle D. healthy
7) The noise of the plane died in the distance.

A. away B. out C. down D. off
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8) Hospital doctors don’t go out very often as their work all their time.
A. takes away B. takes in C. takes over D. takes up
9) Attendances at football matches have since the coming of television.
A. dropped in B. dropped down C. dropped off D. dropped out
10) After the death of their parents, the sisters got well and never quarreled.
A. away B.in C. along D. out
11) They always give the vacant seats to comes first.
A. who B. whom C. whoever D. whomever
12) Advertising is distinguished from other forms of communication the advertiser
pays for the message to be delivered.
A. in that B. in which C. in order that D. in the way
13) Heis of an actor.
A. anybody B. anyone C. somebody D. something
14) The captain apologized to tell us more about the accident.
A. for to be unable B. that he was unable
C. to be unable D. for being unable
15) is no reason for discharging her.

A. Because she was a few minutes late

B. Owing to a few minutes being late

C. The fact that she was a few minutes late
D. Being a few minutes late

16) Music often us of events in the past.

A. remembers B. memorizes C. reminds D. reflects
17) IfI take this medicine twice a day it should my cold.

A. heat B. cure C. treat D. recover
18) I could just see a car in the distance, but I couldn’t what colour it was.

A. make out B. look to C. look out D. take in
19) I could tell he was surprised from the on his face.

A. appearance B. shock C. look D. sight
20) The toy boat turned over and sank to the of the pool.

A. base B. depth C. ground D. bottom
2. Cloze

® Fill in each blank with one of the four choices marked A, B, C and D.
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The task of being accepted and enrolled (¥34X) in a university begins early for some
students. Long __1) _ they graduate from high school. These students take special __2) to
prepare for advanced study. They may also take one of more examinations that test how _ 3)
prepared they are for the university. In the final year of high school, they _ 4)  applications
and send them, with their student records, to the universities which they hope to __5) . Some
high school students may be __6)  to have an interview with representatives of the university.
Neatly, _ 7) , and usually very frightened, they are _ 8) to show that they have a good
attitude and the __ 9)  to succeed.

When the new students are finally _ 10) , there may be one more step they haveto __ 11)
before registering for classes and _ 12)  to work. Many colleges and universities _ 13)  an
orientation (& /4H) program for new students. _ 14)  these programs, the young people
get to know the _ (5)  for registration and student advising, university rules, the _ 16) of
the library and all the other _ 17)  services of the college or university.

Beginning a new life in a new place can be very _ 18) . The more knowledge students
have _ 19)  the school, the easier it will be for them to _ 20) to the new environment.
However, it takes time to get used to college life.

1) A.as B. after C. since D. before

2) A. courses B. disciplines C. majors D. subjects

3) A.deeply B. widely C. well D. much

4) A fulfill B. finish C. complete D. accomplish
5) A.attend B. participate C. study D. belong

6) A. acquired B. considered C. ordered D. required

7) A. decorated B. dressed C. coated D. worn

8) A. decided B. intended C. settled D. determined
9) A.power B. ability C. possibility D. quality

10) A. adopted B. accepted C. received D. permitted
11) A.make B. undergo C. take D. pass

12) A. getting B. putting C. falling D. sitting

13) A. offer B. afford C. grant D. supply

14) A.For B. Among C.In D. On

1 Sj A. processes B. procedures C. projects D. provisions
16) A. application B. usage C. use D. utility

17) A. major B. prominent C. key D. great

18) A. amusing B. misleading C. alarming D. confusing
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19) A. before B. about C.on D. at
20) A.fit B. suit C. yield D. adapt

; Section B

Directions: In this part, you will have 10 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the
questions. Do not preview.

@ Text B

The True Story of a Young Man

When Reginald Lindsay received a scholarship to Morehouse College in Atlanta,
Georgia, what he wanted most was a good job with a good salary. But soon he became
interested in the civil rights movement. At present he has a plan which he hopes will take
him to Congress as a southern representative.

Now in his first year at Harvard Law School, Reg is making careful plans. After earning
his degree, he expects to return to the South to practice law among the poor. “l want to help
them understand what their rights are and to help them achieve them,” he says. Then he
hopes to run for political office at the local and state level until he is ready to try for
Congress.

Reg grew up in a low-income Negro section of Birmingham, Alabama. Brought up by
his grandparents after his parents were divorced while he was very young, Reg has been
living through a period of far-reaching progress in race relations. In the summer of 1968
Reg himself became a good example of this progress when he became the first Negro
student appointed to a special new program. The program introduces bright young students
to the workings of the Georgia State government and encourages them to seek employment
there after finishing their education. “I’ve been lucky,” he says. “I seem to have been in the
right place at the right time.”

But luck is only part of Reg’s story, for he has made the most of opportunities that came
his way. He learned to read in kindergarten and began visiting the public library regularly
to borrow books. His grandparents encouraged him, though neither of them had much
education, and they bought him a set of encyclopedias. “lI loved those books,” he
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remembers. “| used to come downstairs before breakfast and read short articles. | enjoyed
reading about famous men, and then | would pretend to be one of them. | guess it was
partly a childish game and partly an escape. It wasn’t too much fun to be a Negro when |
was a kid.”

. While studying for his bachelor’s degree at Morehouse College, Reg worked on several
political campaigns helping candidates get elected to government offices. At the same time
he maintained a “B” average while majoring in political science. He worked as a student
advisor to earn extra money for his college expenses, and he was granted a scholarship for a
year of study at the University of Valencia in Spain.

With just two more years to complete at Harvard Law School, which also gave him a
scholarship, Reg has made a good start on his professional career. He says, “The good life
for me is the kind of life where | can find satisfaction in public service.”

( Words: 468
Q( Time: __

(Adapted from Unit 2, College English Fast Reading 2)

# Comprehension Exercises

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text?

For the questions, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the text;
N (for NO) if statement contradicts the information given in the text;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the text.

1. When Reginald Lindsay received scholarship to Morehouse College, he wanted to
get a good job with good pay.

2. While studying at Morehouse College, Lindsay also took an active part in the civil
rights movement.

3. We learn from the passage that Lindsay had well-educated grandparents.

4. Lindsay felt that pretending to be a famous person was a way to escape from the

realities of life.
Complete the sentences below using a word or words from the text.
5. To help pay his expenses at Morehouse College, Lindsay also worked as a




