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(1) Californians j0A

by Pear! Buck’
As for the people of California, they are samples of all our people.
They come from every state to enjoy climate and scene—a perilous
enjoyment, for the foundations of the state, which hangs between sea
and mountain ranges, are unsteady. The people know this, but golden
California charms them into ignoring what may happen, what must
happen if we are to believe what seismologists tell us. Yet all human
beings know their certain end and ignore it, enjoying life from day to
day as each tomorrow becomes today.
An assorted people, nevertheless, are these people of California!
All parts of the world have contributed to the variety. The Chinese are,
for the most part?, the descendants of the South Chinese Laborers who
came to work on the railroad at the time of the Gold Rush. Japanese
farmers and gardeners settled, before World War II, in the areas around
Los Angeles and south. Mexicans flooded into the Imperial Valley, and
Filipinos into many towns and villages. Winemaking drew Italians and
Armenians to vineyards, and dairy farms attracted the Portuguese.
Scandinavians went to lumbering and black Americans to jobs in city
hotels. People from every European country, Russia included, came to
visit beautiful California and stayed to live there. The variety of the
people is only matched the variety of the landscape from seashore to
high mountains, from desert to forest.

It is no wonder, I have come to see, that the United States,
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sometimes finds difficult to remain united. Each state functions as a
nation in itself; each citizen may believe that his state is the best in the
country and therefore his first loyalty, unexpressed or proclaimed, is to
his state. We are nevertheless a nation and as a nation we take our place
in the world of nations. We are a family of states, and like brothers and

sisters we quarrel among ourselves, but in times of peril we present a
solid front.

[ a6 & it #)

perilous [ 'peralas ] adj. fElEK, BRK
seismologist [saiz'moladzist] n.  HBREXR
assorted [9'sortid] adj. BREHEK
unexpressed [ 'aniks'prest ] adj. XFERH
proclaimed [ pro'klemd ] adj. THH

1. L1892 46 A 26 H—1973 4¢3 A 6 B )ME—[REHRBH AR L NR
ZHERLEX.
2. for the most part; 3
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FEREE—TTRXREZHAAR, HAMNBELR L THERL
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AMAFEXRREAR B WEE, THEFANRX LT 045, #
REHETANFRAL, £ERAZRENKELE, BRNEER
FREEWN BEARF LW MM, FEETHE, ARSES
Y ARUTRIC AERAR L, HRAHMK,
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Exah EMREBHEICHNRERNRSY, B8, ERRF
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—MNER. FHEWHE-MNRE RERUSEK, ADAR, EEXA
W kb, AT H & —H,

(2) Hawaii Egi=

By Pearl Buck

Hawaii, our newest State, is not as distant from the mainland as it
may appear. It used to seem very far away when I was a small girl
traveling with my parents by steamship across the Pacific Ocean long
ago. It is in fact something over two thousand miles from San
Francisco, nearer than the latter is from Washington, D. C. or New
York. Today, in a few hours, we mainlanders can reach Honolulu, the
capital , by air.

How many happy visits I have spent in that lovely city, hanging
like a jewel or like a basket of flowers, to the cliff-like mountains
towering above it! The whole picture is striking and brilliant—the
glittering blue sea, the rushing white surf, the colorful buildings and the
high mountains with their deep dark valleys, those mountains whose
heights seem always to be hooded in black clouds.

The sunshine, the sea, the sudden showers are all so dramatic, so
enchanting, that they almost make me ignore, or fail to note, what is
really most remarkable about this American state: it is of course the
people, so subtly blended by life together that they present a foretaste of 4
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the future of the human race, when we have all learned to live together
in peace. They are the most beautiful people in the world, uniting all
races into one. There are Hawaiians who boast that their grandparents
came from four different countries, east and west. It is fascinating to
study Hawaiian faces and see the blends and not which strains
predominate—Polynesian, Asian, European, African.

[+ & iz 8

striking [ 'strarkip ] adj. REIAR
glittering ['glitarip ] adj. (RINEIEH
enchanting [en't[entmy ] adj. FAH
foretaste [ for'test ] n. WA
[#4#x]
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