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Carleton’s Poor Luck

“Well, what can I do for you?”

I reminded him that I was® there by appointment
to offer him my book for publication. He began to swell,
and went on swelling and swelling and swelling until
he had reached the dimensions of a god of about the
second or third degree. Then the fountains of his great
deep were broken up, and for two or three minutes I
couldn’t see him for the rain. It was words, only words,
but they fell so densely that they darkened the
atmosphere. Finally he made an imposing sweep with
his right hand, which comprehended the whole room
and said,

“Books — look at those shelves! Every one of them
is loaded with books® that are waiting for publication.
Do I want any more? Excuse me, I don’t. Good morning.”

Twenty-one years elapsed before I saw Carleton
again.® I was then sojourning with my family at the

appointment n 8 + 8E fountains n 8K + kit
publication n R atmosphere n 8 : {5
swell v IBRE - BHTA imposing adj RS|ERN » TAM
dimensions n RE ; BE sojourning v {¥ - ikE



Schweitzerhof, in Luzerne. He called on me, shook
hands cordially®, and said at once, without any
preliminaries,

“lI am substantially an obscure person, but I have
at least one distinction to my credit of such colossal
dimensions that it entitles me to immortality® — to
wit: I refused a book of yours®, and for this I stand
without competitor as the prize ass of the nineteenth
century.”

It was a most handsome apology, and I told him so,
and said it was a long-delayed revenge but was sweeter
to me than any other that could be devised; that during
the lapsed twenty-one years I had in fancy taken his
life several times every year, and always in new and
increasingly cruel and inhuman ways, but that now I
was pacified, appeased, happy, even jubilant; and that
thenceforth I should hold him my true and valued friend
and never kill him again.

— Mark Twain: 7%e Autobiography of Mark Twain

Luzerne n RER (GHLtHm) revenge n $ffh - B
preliminaries n BE% fancy n 818

obscure adj THIEH » |MEH pacified v EF 8
distinction n #8 - fH 28 appeased v 8 (8K%)
immortality n 75 » TENRE thenceforth adv #EiltbL%
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in new and increasingly cruel and inhuman ways~ > &5 &l
Fr o MAEMMEE O T AR > i) B it i /75 +
KSR+ “I was pacified, appeased, happy, even jubilant” >
L% “I should hold him my true and valued friend” > &
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© Ireminded him that I was...
remind sb of sth / to do sth / that... &4 “{28" « “F&

HE" o
She reminded me to turn off the light before | left. tﬂz}mﬁﬁzﬁﬁ
HZRIZ/ME -
| was reminded that | had a lot of homework to do. BB 1T
SREEEEN -

©® Every one of them is loaded with books...

load... with... E&5 A %&®" -

A truck loaded with apples drove by. —#m#l R REN &g
5B -
The workers are loading the ship with supplies. T AZEERM: £



© Twenty-one years elapsed before I saw Carleton
again. / ...during the lapsed twenty-one years...
&) elapse / lapse & (e ) it / B -
Five years elapsed before he returned from abroad. & T i th
F{EBISMEI 2R -
Thirty years have lapsed since my graduation from the university.
BARBEEUEBE=TFBET -
©® He called on me, shook hands cordially...
"EBA callon BEAFH - "RE -
Jack suddenly called on me yesterday. {5 FERRARFHH °
| often go and call on my friends. HEEEZFHBENAKR -
O ...that it entitles me to immortality...
B3 entitle ER 4GB - - BER  BEENF
to T ER °
He is entitled to such treatment. thE#EFZEERFB -
John is not entitled to attend this meeting. X188 B &R LEE

R -
0O ...to wit: I refused a book of yours...
S towit ERE - "HE" - ARE—PHA -

He has only one friend, to wit, John. iR H— @K * BIKIH -

The enemy troops had only one way out, to wit, unconditional
surrender. BER B — R - HEMIGHRE -



