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Abstract

Study on the Secular Characters of Huizhou’ s Documents

The author of this paper, by means of collecting and investigating the secular
characters in Huizhou’ s Documents, provides a study of their usages, types,
features, reasons of formation, positions and values in the research of Chinese
characters as well.

This paper falls into two parts. The former is the main bedy including ten
chapters:

The first chapter is introduction, which mainly introduces the collections,
amounts and a general survey of secular characters, discusses the significance of
this research, and outlines the aim and methods of selecting materials as well as
the research methods.

Chapter 2 is to differentiate and analyze the secular characters, including the
investigation of their origins and the relation between common and secular
characters. As for the definition of secular characters, the author puts forward his
own viewpoint to the effect that secular characters also belong to Chinese characters
besides common used in the development of different historical stages, and they
together form the Chinese character system. The secular characters are the outcome
of the common ones. Not only does the secular contain variant characters differing
from the common, but also includes neo—emerging characters, such as those used
in different professions and regions, which were still popular in the folks but did
not get the official approbation. It has some features of folklore, popularity,

relativity, and space—time. In this way the object and the scope of this research
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are established.

Chapter 3 is to summarize the general condition of secular characters’
research both in the past and at present, analyze the weak points in the past
research, and propose some detailed suggestions to overcome the weakness.

Chapter 4 is to introduce the types of secular characters in Huizhou’ s
Documents, which is the main part of this paper. Firstly, the author investigates
thoroughly the book namedthe Huizhou' s Documents for Thousands of Years ,
picks out and records related information of secular characters such as the graphic
form, the source, etc.. Secondly, the author tends to arrange the secular of the
same form together, and confirms whether the chosen characters are the secular
ones or not. Then he establishes the character forms, and deals with some specific
problems, such as their features, meanings, etc. And finally, according to their
reasons and courses of formation, the author divides the secular characters into
thirteen types, namely, “ Simplification”, “ Complexity”, “ Form - altered
Graphs” , “ Assimilation”, “Corruption”, “Regularization of Cursive Form into
Standard Script” , etc each of which has strictly been defined in detail.

Chapter 5 is about the features of the secular in Huizhou. The first feature of
Huizhou secular characters is inheritance which makes the secular developed
together with the common ; the second is modernity which displays the development
of the secular; the third feature is original creation which makes the secular in
Huizhou unique; the last is folklore whose plainness and limitations enable the
secular to be applied and disseminated with a certain frame of reference.

Chapter 6 is involved in numeral signs used in Huizhou’ s Documents. The
author makes an analysis of the numbers in the non—official accounting system in
Huizhou, and concludes that this kind of method not only improves the accounting
efficiency, but also prevents people altering because of their unique features.

Chapter 7 is about the special signs, such as “O”and “ A”, and their appli-
cations and characteristics. Chapter 8 sums up personal names written in the
secular characters and finds out some general features.

In Chapter 9, the author studies the reasons of formation of the secular from
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the perspective of historical inheritance, regional cultural background, psychology
of the writer, and variants of words, etc.

Chapter 10 is about the significance of philology of the secular in Huizhou.
This part mainly discusses the role of the secular in philology from aspects of estab-
lishment of Sinology, standardization of simplifying the Chinese characters, and so
on and so forth.

The second part of this paper copes with the glossary of the Huizhou secular
characters. It is the first time to sort out the secular in Huizhou systematically. In
the process of collecting the secular characters, the author, first of all, makes a
thorough investigation ofthe Huizhou’s Documents for Thousands of Years, chooses
the secular characters one by one, numbers them and records them in cards
together with relevant information such as their forms, derivations and examples.
When encountering characters of the same form but with different resources, the
author takes them all down. Then, he categorizes the characters of the same form.
Thirdly, the author has to make sure whether the chosen characters are the secular
ones. Fourthly, he arranges them in the temporal order.

The glossary lists all the secular characters in the diachronical order. Chinese
character list is valuable for research on the Huizhou documents as well as studies
of Chinese secular characters.

Key Words: Huizhou Documents; Secular Characters; Study.
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