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China has always been famous for its brilliant and significant culture, while as a government agency
that supervises and manages all arrivals in and departures from the Customs territory, China
Customs has such a long history that its origin dates back as early as the period of slave society,
especially the Warring Times when various countries set up different kinds of Customs agencies
inspecting the luggage, collecting the duties and combating smuggling, etc. Later on, Customs
administration underwent several changes and reforms, successively the “Shibo” System during
the Tang, Song, Yuan and Ming Dynasties, the four costal Customs authorities in the early Qing
Dynasty, the “Yangguan” which lacked the sovereignty in the late Qing Dynasty and the period of
Republic of China, and the independent and self-governed People’s Customs after the foundation
of New China in October, 1949. All along, China Customs has been playing a notably active role
in protecting the national economic and political security. Since the reform and opening up in
particular, China Customs, through unremitting reforms and renovations, has resumed the vertical
management structure and scored remarkable achievements in Customs inspection, duty collection,
anti-smuggling and statistics compiling, struck for the balance between control and facilitation, and
promoted and safeguarded China’s economic construction and opening up to the outside world.

The fate of a country and the development of Customs are interactional and interdependent.
The history of China Customs is actually the witness and a miniature of China’s rise and fall.
Currently, as China steps into the new historic era of building the well-off society in an all-round
way, the economic strength and comprehensive national power have been constantly improved,
the international influence has continuously ascended, and people’s living conditions have been
bettered. Rallying closely around the Party Central Committee with HU Jintao as the Secretary
General, Chinese people thoroughly carry out the scientific approach to development and dedicate
to constructing the socialist harmonious society. In this new millennium when the country
flourishes and people live in peace, China Customs has upheld the 16-character working guideline
of “exercising law-based administration, safeguarding the national gateway, serving the national
economic interests and promoting social development” and the 12-character team building principle
of making Customs personnel “politically staunch, professional and reliable”, sparing no efforts to
build a modern Customs which is “science-based, progress-oriented, efficiency-focused, integrity-
minded and harmony-pursued”. It is envisaged that paramilitary Customs force with discipline
will make further contributions to promote the foreign trade and build China into a prosperous,
democratic and culturally advanced socialist country, modernized and harmonious.

As a Chinese old saying goes, taking the history as the reference, one can see the laws behind
a nation’s rises and falls. The very history of China Customs brought about large quantities of
spectacular Customs cultural relics and abundant historical materials, which is an immense
treasure house desiderated exploitation and utilization. In this regard, the book of Fine Cultural
Relics Collection of China Customs is compiled in order to better inherit traditional Customs
culture, vitalize Customs spirit, generalize Customs knowledge, publicize Customs work, visualize
Customs image and educate Customs personnel.

Revealing the historical significance of Customs cultural relics through illustrations and bilingual
introduction, this book is the first of its kind that displays the developments and achievements of
China Customs, professionally and systematically. It is not only the great reference for studying
Customs history, but also the important teaching materials for carrying out quality-oriented
profession education as well as to publicize China Customs’ brilliant and traditional culture. As
is believed, the publication of this book will play an active role in supporting administration,
preserving history and educating people and thus serve as another new important achievement
through which all domestic and international circles would understand the past, the status quo and
the future of China Customs.

It is not only the honor of the editorial board but also the luck of China Customs that more
significant and constructive opinions would arise from the publication of this book. We hope that
the customs work would be continuously supported by all circles as usual, more erudite scholars
would actively participate in the study of customs’ history, and more customs professional books
would emerge, so as to further prosper China Customs culture and promote customs team building.

MU Xinsheng
Minister
General Administration of Customs, P.R.C
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