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Foreword

The use of language as a means of communication in China originated in the Yin and
Shang Dynasties dating as far back as over 3000 years.

The system of China’s courier service began in the western Zhou Dynasty, perfected in the
Qin Dynasty and peaked in the succeeding dynasties from the Han, Tang down to Yuan
extending for more than 2000 years. However, with the passage of time the courier service
gradually deteriorated and by late Qing Dynasty, it gave way at last to the modern postal service
inaugurated in 1896 after having fulfilled its historic mission.

Stamp made its debut with the advent of modern postal service and they have been linked
together ever since. Since its birth over 100 years ago the stamp has developed from a mere
token of postage into a miniature work of art and an object of collection enthralling extensive
strata of society.

Mini as a stamp is, it is a celestial kaleidoscope. Nay, it is a miniature encyclopedia of a
nation’s development in politics, economy, technology and culture. Moreover, it is a bridge of
international and personal contact, the pleasant garden for recreation and enlightenment and a
spreader of spiritual civilization. Hence, stamp is not only popular with the people but also an
object of collection and appreciation and research by the philatelists and students of postal
history. Ina word, a small stamp is an epitome of what was discovered in the space and universe
and a chronicle of man’s achievements in the long process of history.

As a custodian of the Chinese and foreign historical material of stamps, our museum is
duty bound to show them through exhibitions and publications to the stamp lovers and
students of postal history, and for this purpose, we published the rare collection of Chinese
stamps with related data.

The Chinese stamps in the custody of our museum begin with the Large Dragon issued in
1878 - 100 years ago - by the Customs trial-run postal service. The museum has in its custody a
fairly complete collection of the stamps and related data issued by the successive regimes and
bogus regime. Over the past 100 years and more, old China was torn by imperialists’ invasion,
separatist warlord regimes, internal trouble and incessant civil war. To have kept intact the
above mentioned stamps and related data under the trying circumstances is really a tough job.

Following the founding of new China in 1949 the data on the stamps gathered by various
liberated arecas during the revolutionary war period was placed under centralized custody while
all the stamps of the post-liberation days together with related designs, proofs and data were
systematically kept on file. Meanwhile, quite a few renown philatelists at home and in
Hongkong and Macao like Ma Renquan, Ju Qiaqun, Wang Jize, Zhou Xuliang, Jiang Zhifang,
Shi Jihong and Sun Lufang contributed their rare collections to the state, which are kept in our
museum. Some overseas friends also sent us valuable data on stamps.

The collections kept by our museum are, as Chinese saying goes, like hundred rivers
converging on sea, presenting a splendid sight. We dip into the conglomeration of stamps and
related data, discarding the gross and selecting the essential. In this way the rare collection of
Chinese stamps was compiled.

The first volume like subsequent ones is a systematic and comprehensive collection of
Chinese stamps. It is presented to the researchers of the history of Chinese stamps. The
collection, arranged chronologically, is to be published in four volumes -the Qing Dynasty
(1878-1911). Republic of China (1912-1949), the liberated areas (1930-1949) and the People’s
Republic of China, while the treaty ports stamps and the stamps issued by the alien post offices



in China and the enemy-backed bogus regime are appended to related volume to help our
readers have a clear picture of the world powers-dominated and war-ridden old China as
reflected on diversified stamp issues in recent period of history.

Each volume has state issue as its body supplemented by related designs, proofs, used
stamps, blocks, sheets, entires, post cards, postmarks and brief data. It contains complete issues
of the state accompanied with selected data typical of the time. A few nonpostal items like log
forms, express warrants are included in the collection to show the transition of courier system to
modern postal service. Thus, it serves not only as a catalogue and a pictorial handbook of
stamps but also as a fountain of information on stamp design, printing and issuance. Bulk
reproductions of entires deserve special mention for they reflect wanderings of uncertain life in
turbulent times thereby providing the philatelists with wealth of information for social
research.

All the stamps, covers, post cards and related verified materials are reproduced in their
original color with apt explanation.

In the course of compilation we had warm support of the philatelists who were interested in
our work. Apart from our veteran philatelists, Wu Fenggang and Yang Qiming who took active
part in compilation, quite a few others of renown like Ma Renquan, Zhangbao Zijun, Liu
Guangshi, Zhao Renlong offered us their help in editing. Comrade Dai Xiaozhong helped us
with translation and editing. All of them have our hearty thanks for what they did.



ey AR B A B A TR B (1)
1. N it e (3)
2. . e (25)
3. REEFIRACRELI - (35)
L BB RE A AR N ESE B - (57)
4. P BB B BRI~~~ - o= mmommommmsadsnmms s s ST (59)
5. R IR BB oo (64)
8. SEETAER M PR wrm o o i S SRR B R RS R R SRR (79)
L CKIEENECT B R LR BEATRYE - (89)
7. HARFTE RS e RME BRI (o1)
8 . fWPBVIANKEHEL, HERE, RAEFI - (106)
9. EIHE AL BRI oo (123)
10 DRI I mrmrmroem oo e mm e e s (128)
11 i PR P G P BRI - (135)
12. F A BB AT B - (139)
DU AR B R BB A T B I (151)
T e (153)
I L i (175)
i, FEACERIEEOPEE . K EE e (183)
15. HEBE, A Foo--momoooe oo (183)
AN B BLEABRE oo (191)
16. AR PRABEIE - ono oo (191)
b, RASRDBYER E - (199)
17, RAS I BT ATF Bl (199)
I $5% -
B IR EERARE RS | AR R B ERE T
----------------------------- Rl & )
18, BT BRI --o-ooooeeeeooe e (217)
19. PHRE R - - -o oo (221)
20, BB NRE SR - (235)



Contents

The Stamps Issued During the Period of the Customs Trial-

run Postal Service of the Qing Dynasty. (1)
Overprinted Surcharges During the Early Period of the
National Postal Service of the Qing Dynasty. (57)
Official Postage Stamps Issued by the Imperial Post of the
Qing Dynasty. (89)
Pre-stamped Postal Cards Issued by the Imperial Postal
Service of the Qing Dynasty. (151)
Log Forms and Express Warrants of Courier Stations in
the Qing Dynasty. (183)
Early Stamps of Taiwan Province. (191)
Entires Conveyed by Civil Courier Agency, (199)

Appendix:

‘““Alien Post Office’’, Treaty Port Stamps and Stamps for
Military Post. (215)

A Chronological Table Concerning the History of Chinese
Postage Stamp.



— . A B AR S B A T B R SR

5 TORES T ERAR IR, (HEUMF N 18584F (iKY JUSE)
WE ST GREMER) o MERIHE, B, EHEABEME
5 AE R BB A B R SR ARG B o 1. EAS HUAER], B
FF B R A S, 1R D A5 B A B SR ER S N, ol
FEEOF CHREE A B RS ET T AN, 18654 (% H]
GUUAE) | MRS S B E bRt El, $EEETPIE
18664F (i [aliG TL9F) I IH B IS Zo IR 40 RARL 5 =) 25 5
N & (Robert Hart)#FEE, H18664-12 H #2, 457 5IAE
dbst. K. bigE. SRICUEBAER BTSSR, AT
BE R EDIR B 0], (A BRI TEREE

18764F (i YCHE T 4F) , AR i vh 3k B B P 1
Ge Bk P 2 Mg, I E I BOFEECBE B SR EEr, JbiE
S 2 6 EE 6] B S SRR R B B . 1878 4 (3% Ot #5 pu
)L AREIEHET BRI S5 A fEHE K (Ge Detring),
fEdbsT. K, MWa. 8. i fsig Rl s,
[ 4F, BEAAEEATEREE,

18804F (iCHE <) , FEHEBR AT BaL VERTE
BN ( CHRENGET RIEEPost ETF, MHNERED) .
F18964F (GHGHE T 4F) |, WAPRETPIEUERR LB
BRI, 4B DU AR A R O ST, FEASETBE M T i
BEE N

GFRBE P EREC PR (1878—18964F ) Sofgis T 4=

BRI, RIOCHEERSL, /NBHERSR . 208 FI/RAC & E R,
(i) MBI 18750 (EOLHOCT) | KL EMETBEEER (Margary) BHKE fF

PRPRT fEME MR A, MR RN, ML, SRHEZAE B TR, 18764
(FLHE ), HBUFEGHBLERI BT (MG E4)



8N

Part 1

The Stamps Issued During the Period of the Customs
Trial- run Postal Service of the Qing Dynasty

After the Second Opium War the Qing government was forced to sign in 1858
the Tianjin Treaty whereby the diplomatic officials of Britain, France and other
countries were entitled to free travel and postal service within the Chinese territory,
for the fulfillment of which the Qing government was held responsible. As the
foreign embassies later found it quite inconvenient to operate their own courier
service, the foreign office of the Qing government was asked to run the postal service
on their behalf. After the Imperial Customs moved from Shanghai to Beijing in
1865, Robert Hart, a British national, the then inspector-general of the Customs
was commissioned in the following year by the foreign office of the Qing
government to handle the courier service. From December, 1866 offices were set up
for this purpose under the Customs in Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai and Zhenjiang.
During this period diplomatic courier service was run concurrently by the Customs
which, however, did not issue any stamps.

Capitalizing on the incident of Margary, Robert Hart tried to coerce in 1876
the Qing government into opening national postal service. However, his attempt
was frustrated and instead, he was persuaded by Li Hongzhang, a high-ranking
official of the Qing government to trial-run postal service under the Customs.
Consequently, on March 9, 1878 Robert Hart authorized G. Detring, a German
national, the then Customs Commissioner of Tianjin to operate postal service under
the Customs in Beijing, Tianjin, Yantai, Niuzhuang and Shanghai. Stamps were
issued since that year. The five Customs Houses trial-ran the postal service with
Tianjin as the center.

On January 11, 1880 G. Detring announced, at the instruction of Robert Hart,
the establishment of the “Customs Post Office”. It was not until 1896 was the
recommendation by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the inauguration of the
national post service approved. Accordingly, post offices were opened in 24 cities
where there were customs houses. .

During the period of the Customs trial-run postal service three sets of stamps
were issued, viz; Large Dragons, Small Dragons and Dowager Jubillee.
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Customs Large Dragon Issue

In the spring of 1878, G. Detring, a German national and the Customs
Commissioner of Tianjin, was empowered to trial-run the Customs postal service.
On June 15, 1878, he advised Shanghai Customs Statistical Department to print the
Large Dragons in the values of 3 and 5 candarins, 100,000 stamps each. Once off the
print, stamps were shipped to Tianjin in July that year. Not long after, G. Detring
ordered that additional 100,000 stamps of 1 candarin Large Dragons be printed,
which arrived in Tianjin in September.

The design of the first Customs Issue. commonly known as “Large Dragon
Issue™, was that of a dragon over the kingdom printed on unwatermarked paper.
The stamps were printed from the plate which was made up of copper dies engraved
piece by piece.

The Large Dragons were first printed on thin and semi-transparent paper with
2.5mm. interval between the stamps. These stamps were popularly known as “Large
Dragon on Thin Paper”. As the demand for stamps increased daily, additional
prints were, therefore, made. The stamps printed in 1882 had 4.5mm. interval and so
they were called “Large Dragon with Wide Margin”. From 1883 onward, the
stamps were printed on thick paper. At first, the stamps had clean-cut perforations,
which were commonly known as “Large Dragon on Thick Paper with Clean-cut
Perforation.” Later, as the perforations become rough, the stamps were, therefore,
generally referred to as “Large Dragon on Thick Paper with Rough Perforation”.
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3 Essays of the First Customs Issue.

1—2 KREERE 3 0 SRAAKEAE S, Sy, reed
18784F ({HFEHEIUE)

1878 proof of 3 candarins Large Dragon, a horizontal
pair, imperforated.
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18784 ({HILHEIU4)
1878 proof of 3 candarins Large Dragon on Thin Paper, a full sheet of 25
stamps.
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1878 Large Dragon on Thin Paper, a complete set of 3 stamps, size:22.5 x 25.5
mm., perforation: 12.5.
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18784 ({HILHEIUSE)
1878 Large Dragon on Thin Paper, a complete
set of 3 used stamps.
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18784 ({HILMEIUF)
1878 Large Dragon on Thin Paper, 3 blocks of 4.
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18824 ({HHE\H)
1882 Large Dragon with Wide Margin,
a complete set of 3 stamps.

1—8 KHEEHE, H%, #F, —HE 18824F ({HMAE /L)
1882 Large Dragon with Wide Margin, a complete set of 3 used stamps.



