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Ceremonial Speech

Qinghai Province is a beautiful place with grand and wonderful natural scenery. with long mysterious developing
history, precious and stunning cultural relics, as well as with pious and strong religious environment. Across the
land, high mountains, varied terrains. longitudinal and transversal distributed rivers, and dotted lakes are very
impressive. Qinghai Province has the biggest inland lake of China — Qinghai Lake. Qinghai is the source of three
rivers: Yellow River, the Yangtse River, and Lantsang River.

Qinghai is one of the important birthplaces of the Tibetan Buddhism culture. The Tibetan Buddhism is broad and
profound. and occupies a very special position in China and even the world Buddhism history. It has multiplex
cultural source, absorbing the plastic art style from India. Nepal and Central Plains of China and forms the rich
Tibetan cultural art and unique Tibetan statue style.

The Tibetan Buddhism has various lineages. complex ceremony. and all kinds of statues. “The Buddha wonderland
— Qinghai Tibetan Buddhism Art Exhibition™ is sponsored by Ningxia Museum and co-sponsored by Qinghai
Provincial Museum. The exhibition is the first part of the series of exhibition of national cultural relics of western
region since Ningxia Museum opens to the public free of charge. The exhibition displays 200 masterpieces with
Tibetan Buddhism style. which are housed in Qinghai Provincial Museum, including five parts, such as time-tested
book carving, molten sculpture, brocade and embroidery, Buddha picture with colored drawing, and dancing
accompanied by music & shrine offerings. These artworks are expected to show the profoundness and subtlety of
Tibetan Buddhism cultural art from all aspects. It’s worth to mention here that Ningxia, as the old haunt of Western
Xia, has the origin with Tibetan Buddhism. After Tibetan Buddhism was introduced into the Tibetan Plateau, it
had spread quickly and developed steadily due to the special relationships of ethnicity. region and ethnic issues in
politics between the two nationalities of Tangut (Dangxiang People) and early Tibetans (Tubo People). Meanwhile,
Western Xia also plays a very important part in Tibetan Buddhism’s development and dissemination to the east.
The Tibetan Buddhism has tremendous influence to the Western Xia Buddhism art, and even the whole Western
Xia culture. In the ancient capital of Western Xia, Xingqingfu (now Yinchuan city of Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region), has many representative paintings and sculpture artworks of Tibetan Buddhism. They contain not only
the extra-ordinary style of Tibetan Buddhism, but also integrate their own cultural art character of Tangut.

We are very appreciative for the great support to the exhibition by all staff members of Qinghai Provincial
Museum. They bring such a rich religious cultural art feast to Ningxia people in the freezing and snowy season
that provides convenience to us. It’s unnecessary for us to take a long travel to Qinghai province to have a close
look. Due to their great support. we, Ningxia people. can closely appreciate and experience the mystery of Tibetan
Buddhism, as well as appreciate the “Beautiful Tibetan Flowers™ that are different among the “Chinese National
Garden™.

In the end. I sincerely hope we can enhance exchanges between museums. reinforce regional cooperation, and
make a contribution in promoting the cultural exchanges and development between our two provinces by holding
the historical art feast of our two Provincial Museums.

I wish in advance the success of the exhibition.

Curator of the Ningxia Museum Li Jinzeng

Lo RUE AL @RS (T

P

3



£

FHipAA P ENRES, SRER 72 72 F AR, BANZ5547, XEETHER
HREE B, KATAY R, 2 A F BRI E LR A T A A, i A [ R i A i
A4 .

TR LT AL PU A — AL RS 2 . R A PRSI U0 2% PR ol 1 It ) U 5
iILRAEIZ 36, REAESHZAEER T TR a2 38, MR AR M T L
SR A T i A A SCZ 36

FHilEEH ORI — 12 RIREREAIX, MERETERREN, BILAUGHER, X,
B BLAE R, AEITHAG , T, 98, [, 4 SRS AR IR R AL , JEIRIT R X it
Q5 T EEEARL LS, AT B SR RS,

FHPR R PRI 2, s B b X MR B . PP R
M X AU S B EUR S IR B0 A 5 AT A, R B =R EARRIRZ ———
WOTERR L. KEIDAR, fESEEE, [FIREHEnR. 5. H5RE, Ml
HERAA A0S 7l A0mn 2 BB hECUIL EAR . FH DA T2, ArdpiyiE 2L,
Wtk SRR I N 2 T, AR T B s A EAR BN, R TR A RF R 1
RATHIE AR H AR, SOV P ERBE S EREE P A ZHERRE.

WS TEEWIEKGEE “Fi R EARRE By, RIEAIMERRH Ok
R0 ZRE i, — i FE SR, S HE R, —IRIEE REEm, PR
Bde e BT H2 ANRBIREARRE T, oA S I R R e 3 Z R Se 2 e, FRAl
Kifid g —F R, T RRE A RIS AR I s SO AL LB AR R, ik 2 AR
HilE, TR, GESETEE, BN RS ERL G T R M2 T 2 R 3.

—IEEM, AREH. 2011 FHEEFTZR, “HRBREBEIAR 5 TRE
JURMAR LT, LS, 107 R E S AR T R AR KR KRR, ECAEIEY Y H 3L,
BURFOHFRIR, SR, fLtee)

HREEWEEK 2 2



Ceremonial Speech

Qinghai Province lies in the inland of China. There are total over 720,000 square kilometers in area, and total 5.54
million people in the province. It is the source of mother river of China-Yellow River and Yangtse River, as well
as the source of mother river of Southeast Asia Lantsang -Meikong River. It is famous for its biggest inland lake in
China — Qinghai Lake.

Qinghai is a beautiful place in the west of China. The special geography environment and climate condition
create the magnificent, vast and splendor beauty for her. The diversity of the plateau ecology endows her with the
vigorous and exuberant life beauty. The mysterious & long history and multiple & colorful cultures constitute her
beauty of humanism.

Qinghai province was a multiracial place since ancient times, from the earliest living and multiplying Qiang
People, to Hun, Han, Xianbei people etc, up to after Yuan dynasty, Han, Zang, Hui, Tu, Sala people, all peoples
lived in peace. They together developed the precious place, created its long history and culture, and formed its
unique ethnic look.

Qinghai province is the renaissance place of Tibet Buddhism. In history, Tibet Buddhism had influence in the
development of local politic, economic and culture. The province is not only the birth place of Tsongkhapa,
founder of Gelukpa of Tibet Buddhism, but also the center of Regong art, one of three biggest art genres of Tibet
Buddhism. For quite some time, nationalities believing in Tibet Buddhism in Tibet plateau, such as Zang, Meng,
Tu, create effulgent and glamorous cultural art of Tibet Buddhism with their intelligence and wisdom. And they
are famous for their exquisite workmanship, peculiar sculpture shape, and diversified representation form, showing
the great art achievement of Tibet Buddhism and plateau people’s rich imagine and unique aesthetics interest,
becoming the rare art gem of Chinese national culture treasure house.

All cultural relics exhibited in the “Qinghai Tibetan Buddhism Art Exhibition™ co-sponsored with Ningxia
Museum are partial art treasures carefully selected from our collection. Document of ancient books, copper
sculptures, Thangkas frescoes, religious tools, and so on, show praiseworthy artistic charm and beauty of folk
technology of plateau people. We try our best to exhibit every nationality’s long historical culture and prominent
artistic achievement in Qinghai province. Let more people know Qinghai, understand Qinghai, approach Qinghai,
and apperceive Tibetan Plateau’s mysterious and longstanding history and multiple colored cultures.

As the new year begins, everything looks fresh and gay. At the time of Spring Festival of 2011, “Qinghai Tibetan
Buddhism Art Exhibition™ is opened to public in Ningxia. Taking this opportunity, I extend holiday greetings to all

staffs of Ningxia Museum and Ningxia audiences. Wish all of you be happy and lucky in a new year!

Curator of the Qinghai Museum Zhu Jun
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Preface

Tibetan Buddhism forms a unique Buddist genre after it’s introduced into Tibetan region and after long term
development and variation, especially after absorption and integration with original Ben religion in Tibet region.

In the Tibetan Plateau. nationalities believing in Tibet Buddhism are similar with other minority nationalities in
forming profound culture accumulation in longstanding production and living, as well as in producing plateau

people’s rich, colorful and unique national culture. Under the rich atmosphere of Tibet Buddhism culture. many

cultural treasures with local characteristics are emerged.

The sculpture art of Tibet
Buddhism is represented by
worships that only possessed
by Tibet Buddhism. Its style
is based on Indian Tantrism
art, meanwhile integrated
Tibet nationality’s traditional
aesthetics and representation
method: The Thangkas art
of Tibet Buddhism perfectly
displays paintings’ outside

temperament and inside

strength through using colors
and lines. If Tibet Buddhism is an artistic garden in the Tibetan Plateau, then statues and Thangkas are two most
beautiful flowers with art charm in the garden.
“The Buddha wonderland — Qinghai Tibetan Buddhism Art Exhibition™ exhibits total 185 masterpieces of Tibetan
Buddhism housed in Qinghai Provincial Museum, including five parts. such as book.carving, molten sculpture,
brocade and embroidery. Buddha picture with colored drawing, and dancing accompanied by music and shrine

offerings.
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