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Preface

One may run himself or herself to death without making an inch
forward . This tragedy is made worse when the runner is not even aware
but blindly confident that a progress being achieved just accordingly!
The lesson from this is that great efforts do not necessanly result in pro-
portionate reward . What ensures success is.acomrect method da-daing.,
right things .

The purpose of this book is to help students majoring in English to
familiarize themselves with research methods and necessary knowledge
of basic statistics. This book caters especially to postgraduate students
pursuing research in cultural studies, Chinese-English translation,
English teaching and linguistics and English literature .

I got the idea of this book ever since 1 studied in Singapore Uni-
versity in 1990, during which | was doing Diploma in Education.
Thereafter, 1 either dipped into TEFL sporadically or flipped over some
research methods in areas of my interest. Then a chance came in 1999
when China Scholarship Foundation sent me to U.S. A as a visiting
professor. During my visit in Saint Thomas University and Minnesota
University, I paid special attention to different research methods in ed-
ucation, language teaching and social behavior.

I owe this book particularly to Professor Karen B. Rogers who
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taught me Principles of Educational Research; and Sally M. Hunter
who was my adviser in the area of Human Relations and Multicultural
Education. Thanks are also extended to Zhu Yiping, associate profes-
sor and a colleague of mine, who kindly helped provide valuable re-
sources and materials for this book .

This book is a real challenge to me for two reasons: one is that
writng purely in English and the other is teaching content knowledge in
English. Unfortunately, I do not have full confidence in having suc-
cessfully met those two

Gan Shian
September 2002
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