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Preface I

In March 2005, Shaanxi Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage
was informed of the discovery of an important cemetery at Liangdaicun,
Hancheng, and soon assigned Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology to do
archaeological investigation at the site. In April, an excavation team composed of
archaeologists from the province, city and county came to work at Liangdaicun.
After 5 years of investigation and excavation, more than 1300 tombs of the Rui
State of the Zhou dynasty and 64 chariot and horse pits were detected. 70 tombs
were unearthed, including 7 large-scale tombs that belong to high-ranked nobles
and more than 36,000 pieces (sets) of burial objects. This is the most important
discovery of the Zhou dynasty in recent years, and was ranked among the
National Top Ten Archaeological Discoveries in 2005.

Guanzhong area of Shaanxi was a place of great importance for the Western Zhou
dynasty, where the two capital cities of the period, Feng and Hao (both near
Xi’an), were located. It has Zhou Yuan and Zhou Gong Temple sites in the west
which have proved of high academic value, but few archaeological discoveries of
the Zhou dynasty in the east among its abundant cultural heritage. The discovery
of the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun has filled the gap and changed the
imbalanced situation of archaeological discoveries and researches of the Zhou
dynasty in Guanzhong area.

The discovery has won widespread academic and social concern. In 2008,
I discussed with colleagues of the Shanghai Museum several times on the
understanding and significance of the findings from Liangdaicun. We thought
some issues need a deeper exploration. As a result of communication and
coordination with several parties, we decided to hold a thematic exhibition in the
Shanghai Museum as part of its 60th anniversary celebrations.

Today, the exhibition finally opens. We hope the exhibition will be helpful to the
research on the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun. We would also like to share
with public the historic and cultural heritage through the exhibition. After all, it is
also a gift to the Shanghai Museum for its 60th anniversary.

Zhao Rong
Director of Shaanxi Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage
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Preface 11

As a significant area of several prosperous dynasties such as Zhou, Qin, Han,
and Tang dynasties, Guanzhong Area of Shaanxi has a rich history that can not
be paralleled. An accidental archaeological excavation can be followed by an
amazing discovery. The excavation of the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun is
another highlight in the history of Chinese archaeology.

From 2005 to the end of 2009, the archaeological team composed of Shaanxi
Provincial Institute of Archaeology and cultural heritage departments of Weinan
City and Hancheng City unearthed at Liangdaicun, Hancheng City 70 tombs of
large, medium and small scale, including tombs of the kings of the Rui State and
their wives. Thousands of relics made of bronze, gold, iron, jade, bone, shells,
pottery were found. Many of them are of high quality and have great artistic and
academic value. As excavation and research keeps going on, it is be confirmed
that the site is the cemetery of the Rui State of the Zhou dynasty.

The first excavation in 2005 was ranked among the National Top Ten
Archaeological Discoveries.

The excavation of the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun has won widespread
social concern. To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Shanghai Museum,we
selected 143 pieces (sets) of its treasures for this special exhibition. As the largest
public exhibition of the excavation since its discovery and with many first-
time shown pieces, the exhibition will surely give a full display of the gorgeous
appearance and extensive cultural connotation of the Rui State relics.

We believe that more visitors and colleagues will gain an intuitive understanding
of our archaeological excavations and achievements from the exhibition, and taste
the everlasting charm and rich connotation of the cultural heritage as well.

Wang Weilin
Director of Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology
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Preface 111

Hancheng, located at the west of the Yellow River and the south of the Liang
Mountain, is the hometown of the famous historian Sima Qian, and today, a
Chinese historical city and a well known tourist city.

Hancheng is also a city that has abundant historical remains. According to the
third national survey of cultural heritage, Hancheng has 1249 spots of cultural
heriage, listed as No. 2 nationwide for the amount. Among them 11 are Protected
Monuments of National Cultural Heritage.

The Zhou dynasty cemetery of the Rui State found at Liangdaicun, as a large
scaled site that have several tombs of high rank with abundant and well
preserved remains, is one of the most important archaeological sites nationwide
in the last few years. It was listed as one of the National Top Ten Archaeological
Discoveries in 2005, and Protected Monuments of National Cultural Heritage
in 2006. When the site was under excavation, the City Committee of CPC and
government of Hancheng made it possible for a gallery of chosen finds from
Liangdaicun to be built and opened to public in 2009. An archaeological site
museum and a site park are also in the blueprint. We believe Hancheng, a
national historical city, will be better-known for its cultural development.

As a part of the 60th anniversary of the Shanghai Museum, the exhibition “Golden
Age of the Rui State: Zhou Dynasty Treasures from Hancheng, Shaanxi Province”
offers Hancheng an opportunity to display its culture in an international
metropolitan like Shanghai and to meet friends from all over the world.
Hancheng, a sparkle star of history and culture, will sure cast more stunning light
because of the exhibition.

Zhang Jianzhong
Mayor of People’s Government of Hancheng City, Shaanxi Province



