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Perhaps banking building is the most vivid type of inherent image. Like temples, Banking buildings with
long history usually appear with the image of firm, magnificent, safe and reliable. After skyscrapers
becoming symbol of status, banking building becomes tall and advanced which shows strong financial
strength.

Modern banking building is increasingly showing a compound tendency. Many factors are interconnected
and restrained in space requirement and opening degree.

They have ceremonial business hall, daily operation and administration area, warehousing file section,
individual and secure vault. For bank headquarters, other parts like living section, training section, fitness
center and business club may be added as well. A magnificent bank building or financial compound is
formed with so many functions and serving such extensive customers. The contradiction complex is
shown in every detail of the building which makes the building a multi-functioned, high tech place with
cultural atmosphere. It is for this pursuit, the designers try to acquire new breakthroughs for banking
buildings in the combination of factors between function and society.

Dr. Zheng Ke
Deputy Regional Managing Director, Architecture, China
AECOM
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In the past ten years, with the surging of the Chinese economy, the development of China’s finance industry is especially eye-catching.
Thus, it is a must for the rapid development and changes of banking buildings in this period.

As designers, we are fortunate to have the honor to witness the incredible development. Back in the late 90s, we participated in
designing the ICBC’s building. The status of Chinese banks in the world and its operations are totally different now and 10 years ago.
Nowadays, ICBC has become the bank with largest market value and profit volume in the world. Today, looking back the short but
abundant period, once again | experience the development of banking buildings.

With the rapid development of business, changes of management mode and fast improvement of information standard, banks spend a
large amount of money in three types of buildings. The first type is the headquarter used by the bank itself, the second is bank’s national
data center and the third one is multi-functional branches.

At the turn of the 21th century, almost all the large banks have built new headquarters in city centers. At that time, though the
construction mode was primarily modern, the main theme was still firm and steady with small administrative and moderate indoor space.
The emergence of data center is totally due to the need of information management. Ten years ago, this type of building is brand new to
China’s banking circles and construction field at large. The operation of the first true national data center is still less than ten years. But
today BOC even starts to build its 3rd generation national data center! These data centers are used for the storage and calculation of all
the transactions. Meanwhile, for the sake of safety, designers shall guarantee that computer operation and data are safe even if outer
electricity and water issues come out. So in designing data center, safety issue is far more important than other public buildings. These
data centers are the real backend and physical brains of China’s banking industry.

With rapid improvement of economic conditions, the construction and renovation of branches of banks is making constant progress. The
branches are becoming increasingly humanized in the process of improving the operation ambience. The increase of assets brings the
prosperous of the exclusive financial services. So space for traditional cash mode is shrinking in branch construction. At the same time,
self-service bank developed very fast and brought great convenience to customers.

Looking into the future 10 years, we can sense some trends. First of all, the new generation of bank headquarter is emerging. It will become
larger and taller with simple, transparent and free modern style and features flexible indoor space. Meanwhile, new headquarters pay
more attention to capital preservation. Secondly, data center will develop at the speed of three to five years a generation. Data backup
center will also emerge. In design, designer will emphasize more on the influence that technology may bring to the efficiency, and give
considerations to the requirements of humanization in the administration area. Thirdly, large numbers of private banking will emerge.
This is the most obvious change between banks and customers. The mode of private banking is totally different from the traditional one.
It is more of a private club rather than a traditional bank. Its financial platform will make banks to put an end to the profit mode, and turn
to the mode mainly by offering higher value added financial services.

We are confident that the development of banking building in the next ten years will have deep and far-reaching significance and will
become an important wind vane for China’s public commercial buildings.

Hu Jingsong
Shanghai
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Sumitomo Mitsui
Banking Corporation
Head Office Building -~

Interior Design Company
Photographer

[feleV.N¥[6]NXM Chiyoda-ku, To

This building was build by the Mitsui Fudosan and it is occupied by Mitsui Sumitomo Bank as their head
office. Nikken Space Design designed the unique floor layout; it was the largest head office moving project
within the last fifty years. The interior concepts encompass the values of “traditional, progression and
genuine”. Many decorations were omitted; instead the designers created luxurious environments with the
use of genuine and rich materials. This all helps represent the company philosophy of being “The best
trusted international bank”. The main materials used are stone, wood, metal (colored stainless steel),
leather, glass and wool. Only the finest Japanese materials and products were selected for use. The design
concentrates solely on simplicity and creating a high quality atmosphere.
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Nikken Sekkei

Hitoshi Koshiishi, Naoki Hiraoka,

Rie Shigeta (former employee)
Nikken Space Design

GANKOHSHA, Kawasumi Architectural
Photograph Office
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