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Sports

=>Pre-reading tasks

Jaski )
How happy can people be while playing sports? And how can sports change a
person’ s life?

o

Talk about your idea of sports. Do you play sports often? What kinds of sports do
you prefer? What benefits can you get out of them?

Text

It’ s That Time of the Year Again,Again
Howard Jacobson

If the return of football is always cruel, this year it’ s even crueler because it never
went away.

[ 1 ]Just when you think warm days will never cease,football makes its return,
greedily elbowing aside the gentle pursuits of summer — cricket, Glyndebourne',
the Proms’—to remind us of the coming grim endurance test of winter.

[2]It’ s not the game | mind. In my own unobtrusive way | quite enjoy the
game and even, through half-closed eyes, support a team. What | object to is this
rude unseasonal awakening,football’ s refusal to leave us alone for a while,to give
us,in the language of a wife who’s grown bored with her husband’s company, “a
little space™.

[3]There’ s something about August. No one will allow us to enjoy it at our
own pace. Every year this same rushing us out of the last of summer — if it’ s not
football it’ s winter fashions, the® New Collections” showing up in shop windows,
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and any day now Christmas decorations, followed by suggestions for Valentine’s
Day’ gifts and Easter eggs’, followed by the swimwear we’ Il be wearing for the
summer after the one we’ re still in—as though there can be no patient enjoyment
of now,no patient submission to the rules of time. Instead this constant harrying us
out of one month and into another,an unseemly haste we see mirrored in the hurry
parents are in to turn their children into grown-ups. Once we went in dread of the
hungry generations waiting to tread us down: now we lie in the road and invite
them to walk all over us.® Why this headlong rush into our own surcease? It will
come soon enough ,reader,when it’s ready.

[4] But if the return of football is always cruel, this year it’ s even crueler
because it never went away. When did the World Cup® finish? Last week?
Yesterday? The failure of our footballers to give us the success we had no reason to
expect has kept them more than ever in the news. Because we can’t forgive them
we can’t forget them. That’ s to say the newspapers won’ t forget them for us. Not a
day’s gone by since South Africa without a picture appearing of one or other of the
disgraced England team caught drinking, philandering or urinating ( often all three
simultaneously) in the alleyway of some Costa of Shame’, every moment of
pleasure they take in spending the salaries we don’ t believe they deserve being a
further goad to our annoyance. What did we expect? That they would put
themselves in monasteries after their exit from the World Cup? That they would say
sorry to us by denying themselves the company of escorts with plastic breasts? That
they would give their money to the poor?

[5]“Peter Ouch!” The Sun® punned pathetically last week, on its front not its
back page. Not only must we tolerate the premature return of football, we must
endure the premature return of the football pun. Where did this tradition of utterly
infelicitous punning originate? Is it meant to be a working-class thing? Are we truly
to believe that they laugh over“Peter Ouch” at the bar of the Dog and Whistle’ in
Tower Hamlets'? Do they pun about Hamlet in Tower Hamlets? My own
suspicion is that puns are like popular television,dreamed up for the proletariat by
people with degrees from Oxford and Cambridge where of course you never hear a
pun. | assumed the Peter Quch pun to be a reference to Peter Crouch’s'' having cut
his finger on a champagne glass or accidentally urinated on a graze on his ankle
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picked up while limbo dancing in Naxos', but in fact the “ Ouch!” was an
expression of moral disapproval of a sort also, | suspect, never heard in Tower
Hamlets. Crouch, or so it was alleged, had been sexually misbehaving. In which
case wouldn’t “Peter Crutch!” have better fitted the bill? No,because The Sun’s
puns are as prim as they are prodigious. But who cares anyway? Well someone
must, because for this minor misdemeanour committed by a player who barely
kicked a ball in South Africa,our brief summer holiday from football and footballers
has been interrupted.

[6] There’s a deep ambivalence at the heart of hero-worship. Those whose
photographs we pin up on our walls today are those whose hearts we would tear
out tomorrow. Whoever signs autographs has felt that dangerous trembling of the
ether at the moment of making contact with a fan—the pen he hands across to sign
with could so easily be a dagger. And with sportsmen love wiil turn to hatred—or,
if you like, loyalty will turn to vengeamnce —much more quickly because the
expectation is so much higher. But if it’ s been vengeance ever since the Germans
danced pretty rings around us in Bloemfontein®, it’s remained an obsessively
fascinated vengeance, as witness the orchestrated campaign to get us to go to
Wembley'™ the other night to watch our fallen heroes play Hungary and boo them.
Does being a football fan get more fatuous than this? To trudge across the least
lovely parts of London, part with good money, and hiss at those you’ ve paid to
watch?

[711n fact the booing didn’ t much materialise, though Rooney' ,when he was
substituted, copped a bit. Are they booing Rooney for being Rooney, the
commentators speculated as he left the field,or are they booing Capello’ for taking
him off? We could just as reasonably have wondered if the fans were booing
themselves for being such fools as to turn up in the first place. Or booing God for
having fashioned man to so trivial an end.

[8]Myself, |’ ve never been to a sporting occasion yet wnthout feeling the
ground of meaning give way beneath me halfway through. It’ s an existential thing.
Spectator sports exist to get us through the futility of life,but a little of that original
futility always shows through. Do we really care who wins? Does it really matter?
Will the rapture we feel when the goal goes in still be with us in the morning, or
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will that hole at the heart of existence reappear,in need of another goal, another
wicket , another grand slam won by a person we couldn’t actually give a fig about?

[9]A break is all | ask for. And a break for poor Rooney ,too. So much promise
of footballing genius in the build-up,so much baffled incomprehension on the day.
Sport is the fool of bathes,and the pains of bathos take time to heal. We could all
do with a year off football ,but they won’t even give us the summer. Look away is
my suggestion. But even | am already wondering how Manchester United" is going
to fare. (1,138 words)

< Words <

crichet [ 'krik1t] n. a game played on grass #Ek

grim [ grim] adj. forbidding or uninviting 1:+BEEY , BERE R ; 7 b5 B s P2 #

unobtrusive [ anob'truzsiv] adj. not conspicuous or attracting attention A H B9, X B R &,
J:4:]

unseasonal [ an'sizzanol | adj. (especially of weather) unusual or inappropriate for the time of
year il 41, REMY

submission [ sob'mifan] n. the action or fact of accepting or yielding to a superior force or to the
will or authority of another person JRM , 35/

harry [ 'heri] vt. to persistently carry out attacks on(an enemy or an enemy’ s territory) or
persistently harass BT , BRI

unseemly [ an'siimli] adv. (of behaviour or actions) not properly or appropriately A3& %4 i

headlong [ 'hedlon] adv. without thinking carefully before doing sth. %32 3 ; SL I AT

surcease [ sa:'sizs] v. & n. (archaic or US) cessation( 78 3& ) {2 1|

philander [ fi'lends] vi. (of a man)to readily or frequently enter into casual sexual relationships
with women RIZZAZE 2L A

urinate [ 'jusrinert] vi. to discharge urine;pass water /ME

simultaneously { satml'tentoslt] adv. happening at the same time &)} % 4 H#b

goad [ goud] vt. &n. to provoke or annoy( someone)so as to stimulate some action or reaction;a
thing that stimulates someone into action kg

monastery [ 'mpnastr1] n. building in which monks live #38 B2

escort [ 'eskott] 1. n. a person, vehicle, ship, or aircraft, or a group of these, accompanying
another for pratection, security,or as a mark of rank 7 TUBA , P B s R G AR R A
2. vt. to accompany( someone or something) somewhere, especially for protection, security, or
as a mark of rank %, 1
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pun [pan] 1.n. a joke exploiting the different possible meanings of a word or the fact that there
are words which sound alike but have different meanings &% 2. vi. & vi. make a pun on a
word A XUKIE

pathetically [ po'@etrklr] adv. arousing pity,especially through vulnerability or sadness Tl 44+, ]
Ew

infelicitous [ 1nfr'lisitas] adj. unfortunate;inappropriate A& X5, ABEH

proletariat [ proule'teartot ] n. workers or working-class people, regarded collectively £ F & By
%, TABR, LI E=HE

champagne [ fzm'pein] n. a white sparkling wine from Champagne,regarded as a symbol of luxury
and associated with celebration FHzH

graze [ greiz] 1. vt to scrape the skin of( a part of the body)so as to break the surface but cause
little or no bleeding #45 2. n. a slight injury where the skin is scraped 845 (4t)

allege [ o'ledz] vi. to claim or assert that someone has done something illegal or wrong, typically
without proof i 5 , E¥8, Bk

crutch [ kratf] n. support in the form of a pole placed under the armplt £#L

prim [ prim] adj. stiffly formal and respectable; feeling or showing disapproval of anything
regarded as improper HHRAT, — A E 2 W) S E Y, B IERY

prodigious [ pra'didses] adj. remarkably or impressively great in extent,size,or degree fE-XH#],
AR, A B

misdemeanour/ misdemeanor [ misdi'mizna] n. a minor wrongdoing A& S HAT R 3R

ambivalence [ em'bivalons] n. mixed feelings or contradictory ideas about something or someone
FRERLHE

ether [ 'iz0o] n. (Chemistry) a pleasant-smelling colourless volatile liquid that is highly
flammable. It is used as an anaesthetic and as a solvent or intermediate in industrial processes
(4b) T8k, Bt

vengeance [ 'vendzans] n. paying back of an injury that one has suffered 5 , Z {1

obsessively [ ob'sestvli] adv. being preoccupied or filling the mind of ( someone) continually,
intrusively,and to a troubling extent & 2kAk#b , H1L b

orchestrate [ 'akistrert] vt. carefully (and sometimes unfairly ) arrange sth. to bring about a
desired result ¥§.0-ZTHE, BB 5

boo [ bu:] 1. vt. & vi. to say “boo” to show disapproval or contempt of a speaker or performer %
AR M ORA) 2. n. BB

fatuous [ 'fetfuos] adj. silly and pointless BB Y

trudge [tradz] 1. vi. to walk slowly and with heavy steps 5 BIE MM FE 2. n. a difficult or
laborious walk BR#: , 3¢ S1AR MER S 4T
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materialise [ ma'troriolarz] vi. become a reality, happen fy83E, L8, k4%

cop [kop] vt. gain or win ¥t ; 3518, BR15

fashion [ fefn] vt. give form shape to sth. ¥ PRI ZH B EHEY

trivial [ 'triviol] adj. of little value or importance Bi#EH , AEEH

existential [ egz1'stenfal] adj. of or relating to human existence ZEER , SEEFE B XM, FEETE LW

rapture [ 'reptfa] n. intense delight ZE 5, &R F

wicket [ 'wikit] n. (HRERFE)ME— I FRE HR

stam [slem] 1. v. to shut(a door,window ,or lid) forcefully and loudly #¥#65¢ I , &5 , 218
2. n. (Bridge)a grand slam( all thirteen tricks) or small slam{ twelve tricks) ,for which bonus
points are scored if bid and made ##

buliding-up n. 8 B HB, =4

baffle [ 'befsl] vi. to totally bewilder or perplex {8 [z, XM

incomprehension [ 1nkompri'henfon] n. failure to understand something R T'#& , @

bathos [ 'bet@ps] n. insincere or grossly sentimental pathos {R&& 35 ; SrExs 1 ; 3 415 8%

«» Phrases and Expressions <

in dread of 4,80 give way o2

tread down FEif , FERR spectator sports 5| KEWMARKEET
walk over EE, A H %

deny oneself sth. W, R get sb, through sth, wEhREAE T
dream up AW show through &t

pick up %15 not give a fig about N AL

tear out T AT do with 3%

part with 3,k

turn up HE, k2

«» Notes

1. Glyndebourne AR, TEEHIERHEELZKEIB.
2. The Proms i K%, FEREHRNEEH BARHEEBFET,
3. Valentine’ s Day 1§ A ¥

4. Easter eggs Z 5 WHE
5. Once we went in dread of the hungry generations waiting to tread us down .now we lie in the road

and invite them to walk all over us.
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This is the literary use of metaphor and simile. Everything today is rushed and there is no
patience hence Christams starts in September etc. So the writer says that in the past we waited
for things to happer,e. g. our children to grow up,but now we agree and help them to come
quickly( lie in the road...). We encourage/force our children to grow up more and more
quickly.

6. World Cup it Z4F

7.in the alleyway of some Costa of Shame,...
it refers to the habit of young people going to holiday resorts in Spain, e. g. Costa del Solto
drink, sunbathe, have sex,etc.

8. The Sun FEE(KFH#H) ,EEHHRRFHMEZ—,

9. Dog and Whistle f23(— L ABT4&# % HiHME

10. Tower Hamlets {22 T A B B H— X 15,

11. Peter Crouch %78 - 97 3F, %A% 22 EBREA BT

12. Naxos 4SRN S , (U T ZF MR AR B S5

13. Bloemfontein 7 & J7 /1 ( B3k B IGFENMEE B H)

14. Wembley 175 F|

15. Rooney & J2 , %45 2% R BRBA + Jraied

16. Capello R A% , %45 22 R BR A B S5

17. Manchester United 5% ( 35 & £ 2RBA )

A. Answer the following questions based on the information you get from the text.

1. According to the author,why do we need some space? You.can use words from
the text to illustrate.

2. Use your own words to explain why the writer thinks that the return of football is
crueler this year.

3. The writer writes “with sportsmen love will turn to hatred”. Can you give some
examples to prove it? You can use examples from the text,or from other sources.

4. What does the writer mean by saying “We could all do with a year off football” ?

.What do you think this article is really about?

6. Do you feel the same thing existing in our life,for example the TV ads — they

w

never give us enough space to be off them? Give an example,please.
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B. Analyze the text structure and give the main idea of each part.
Part 1 (Para. to Para. ):
Part 2( Para. to Para. ):
Part 3( Para. to Para. ):
Part 4( Para. to Para. ):

C. Please give the summary of the text.

D. Discuss the following questions in groups.

1. In paragraph 3 ,the writer talked about people being harrying out of one month to
another. Do youy agree? Give some examples.

2. What is your favorite sport? Do you often watch the games? Have you any
idols? How would you react if your idols fail?

1. Vocabulary and Structure |
A. Fill in the blank in each sentence with a word taken from the box in the proper form.

simultaneously fatuous  obsessively escort trudged goad
prim pun baffle ambivalence trivial unseemly

1. Allende arrived at the Presidential Palace at 7:30 A. M. with a heavily armed

2. Happiness, like economic growth, is best achieved by not aiming for it.

3. His social position allows him of no behaviour in public.

4. Some of the country’s customs are to outsiders.

5. The old man home through the deep snow.

6. Elizabeth knew what was coming,and she was filled with a deep sense
of relief and a feeling of guilt.

7.He’s always and | don’t find it funny.

8.You can’t tell her that joke. She is much too :

9.He may be conceited, ill mannered, or ,but | couldn’t help being
drawn to him.

10. TFheir gave us a chance to play for time ( i ZERTa] ) .

B. Choose the word or phrase that best completes each of the following sentences.

1.In a quiet and manner, he did her so many little services that she found

it impossible to dislike him.



