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When | was little, | wanted to be an adult in the family like crazy. | thought
only then could | have all kinds of rights: | could have a drawer with a lock
to keep secrets in. My purse would not always be empty and | would be
able to talk with my young friends, counting my fingers to show | have
many intelligent ideas. | especially wanted to become a mom. Moms could
decide where the kids should go on Sundays and they could open the food
cabinets whenever they wanted. They could wear rings on their fingers and
wear on stockings. Moms could go to other couples’ weddings with dads.
These were my dreams at the time.

| did not find any books about how to be moms. However, | had talents in
this aspect. First | was a doll’s mom, its name is Arting. It had a round face
and a red skirt. | plaited eight pigtails on her head, which looked like electric
wires. | also used colored paper to make a scarf for her. It was a pity that |
had played with it so much that the mom doll first lost one of her arms.
Then its head was gone and the doll became a strange creature with only
one arm and without head. After Arting disappeared, | no longer wanted any

dolls. | had lost interests in dolls as they were too easy—going. | did not



need to urge her to finish the soup, or tell her not to stay in bed for too long
or not to forget to take along a handkerchief with her. One day, my neighbor
Xiaoyan came to ask me to plait a pigtail for her. | suddenly had a wonderful
idea and told her that | wanted to be her mom for one hour.

Xiaoyan agreed right away. Like a real daughter, she called me “Mom”.
However, she put up many new requests by calling me “Mom”.

“Mom, the pigtail on my right needs to be redone because it is too high.”
“Mom, would you please give me your purple butterfly bow?”

“| am very thirsty, Mom! Do you have plum juice?”

“You are wrong, Mom. How can a mom not know how to do it. You've
crumpleted the butterfly bow.”

| had had too much in this one hour and did not have one moment to catch
my breath as this spoiled “daughter” of mine was so demanding. When she
was about to ask me to wash the plum juice mug, | jumped and shouted,
“Time is up! "

| tried to encourage her to play the role of a mom for one hour and get the

same experience. Her answer was not what | expected. She said resolutely,



“For my whole life, | don’t want to be a mom. | am scared of babies mak-
ing pee."

When we were still talking, my mom came home. She looked at the mess
in the room and immediately rolled up her sleeves to wash the plum juice
mug. Xiaoyan suppressed her smile and said, “So you see, it is better to be
a daughter. Moms are too hard—working.” | told her that she was too lazy.
Just then my mom spoke:  “Who has broke a piece of enamel off the
mug?”

“It is not me,” Xiaoyan said. Actually she hit the mug at the edge of the
table when she got so angry when she played the role of daughter a mo-
ment ago. When she found that | wanted to explain, she jumped to say:
“You were playing Mom when the mug was broken. It was all your fault.”
Mom loved that mug, but she could not scream, simply because she was
mom. From that day on, | stopped wanting to grow up, even if | could not

wear stockings. | would be happy just to have a ring made of silver paper.
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